





SUPPLEMENT 


TO THE 


BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 





in 





LONDON: 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 3rp, 1907. 








CONTENTS. 


PAGE 
SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRITISH 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, EXETER: 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEBRTING: 


First General Meeting eco <0 “a oe 85 
Adjourned General Meeting re ua ied ooo 89 
Induction of President oa eo 85 
Vote of Thanks to the Retiring President aaa a 
““The Book of the south-West wae uaa a 
Annual Meeting, 1908, Sheffield aaa aaa <<a 1am 
Financial statement ane eco tes ao tan 
Resignation of Treasurer * coo see oe 
The General Medical Council ee ove eo 88 
Election of Treasurer jas ae eco ae ‘on 
Date of Neoing Ce er 
Distinguished oreign and Colonial Guests eee ee ©6888 
The Middlemore Prize ane aaa << eo 
President’s Address ea aaa ooo «oe OC 
ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE Maerine : 

First Representative Meeting ... aa eee coe ©6990 
Constitution of Meeting cs ted eos «ae oo 
Standing Orders... aa be “i - 90 
Report of Council . ae ae oO 
Matters arising out ‘of the Report of Council °:. oe ©6892 
Capitation Grants to Branches Bas eee <a 0 
Rebuilding Vebeutures ooo 696 
Apportionment of Member’s ‘Annual Subscription a <o 
The financial Year pet <a aa we On 
Statement by the Chairman .., aa see ooo |§=S 
Medico-Political Committee ... a eee «we ‘Ge 
Election of Committees = ove eee <a) 
Ethical Committee’s Report .. eee we 97 
Ethical Aspects of Medical Consultation oe ses, JOU 
Special Finance Inquiry Committee ... coo 102, 109 
Organization :‘ommittee ove ee 102 
Election of Chairman and Deputy Chairman :°.. we 105 
Hospitals Committee “as oo eee ee 106 





PAGE 

Second Representative Meeting ... aes kaa wa 
Confirmation of Minutes _... “aa eee «ae wan 
Nominations for Committees a ead we 107 
Hospitals Committee “a ae ose aan 
League of Mercy .. ve ace - 108 
Vaccination by General Practitioners’ “as «as I 
Confirmation of Minutes eee «. 109 
Medico-Political Committee’ 8 Annual Report ea ee 109 
The Referendum ., “<a aa ww. 118 
Election of Standing Committees a ‘a « 118 
Amendment to By-laws a ia a ww. 118 
The Charter ag an eos wa Se 
Resolutions Withdrawn ase bee 
The Comme and the Representative Meeti a oe 120 
Vote of Thanks aaa aa << a 
Procedure on Reports al aa «es as ae 
Annual General Meeting... eco aa ow: ae 
Confirmation of Minutes... a pe coe 121 


MEETINGS OF BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS: 
Glasgow and West of Scotland Branch: Glasgow Eastern 


Division nae 
Metropolitan Counties Branch : Wandsworth Division “ian 
Oxford and Reading Branch ae aa oa an 
South-Eastern of Ireland Branch ... oe os . 12 

ASSOCIATION NOTICES ... pr a aad — 
CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD “ cco pas oe 122 
NAVAL AND MILITARY APPOINTMENTS ... “a oe iam 
VITAL STATISTICS eco oe eee coe wo 12 
VACANCIES AND APPOINTMENTS eee cee coe 123 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS ove eee woe 124 
BOOKS, Etc., RECEIVED pre dua aoe ooo 124 
CALENDAR a eso - coe cee «ella 








SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING 


British Medical Assoctation 


EXETER, 1907. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
First GENERAL MEETING, SATURDAY, JULY 27TH. 


Tue Annual General Meeting of the Association was 
opened at the Royal Public Rooms, Exeter, on Saturday, 
July 27th, 1907. 

In the absence of the President of the Association and 
the Chairman of Council, it was unanimously resolved on 
the motion of Sir VioToR Honstey, seconded by Dr. L. 8. 
MoManvs : 

That the Chairman of the Representative Meeting (Dr. J. A. 

Macdonald) take the chair. 

The Sroretary, having read the notice convening the 
meeting, and the minutes of the last general rob 
which began at Caxton Hall, and was adjourned to 
Toronto, having been agreed to, ‘the CHAIRMAN moved: 

That the meeting stand adjourned to Tuesday, July 30th, 

at 2 p.m. 
Dr. A. G. GULLAN (Liverpool Central) seconded. 





Dr. J. BrassEy BrrerLtey (Manchester West) thought 
that sufficient notice of the adjournment had not been 
given. He and others had come there specially to attend 
the annual general meeting, and he himself had to leave 
that day at 12 30. 


The CHarrMAN pointed out that the summoning of the 
general meeting was a formal matter. The regulations of 
the Association required that the general meeting should 
be summoned first before the Representative Meeting 
could proceed to business. Notice had been distinctly 
given in the JouRNAL that immediately after the annual 
general meeting the Representative Meeting would 
proceed to work. 


The motion for adjournment was then put to the 
meeting, and carried nem. con. 





ADJOURNED ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
TuESDAY, JULY 307H. 


Dr. Ricnarp ANDREWS ReeEvs, B.A., LL.D. (President), 
in the Chair. 


INDUCTION OF NEW PRESIDENT. 
Tue Presiprnt: Mr. President-elect, Members of the 
Association, Ladies and Gentlemen,—Sir, in handing over 
to you this afternoon the duties of office, may I be per- 
mitted to say a few words with regard to the year now 
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closing? Some months of hard work on the part of various 
Committees, with faith tinged at times with more or less 
misgiving, found the fruition of their work ina meeting 
which, we are told, was a marked success not only in 
point of attendance and of accession to the ranks of mem- 
bership, but in the high character of the scientific work 
done [Applause.] During the past year research work has 
been prosecuted with the zeal and characterization which 
have marked them in the past; and, in addition to the 
faithful discharge of their respective duties on the part of 
various other Committees of the Association there have 
been matters of great importance under discussion by the 
Council and reports of the Association. I would hope, 
Sir, that during your tenure .of office these moot matters 
of much moment to the present and future well-being of 
the Association and which, indeed, bid fair in some 
regards to become bvraing questions which are 
now passing through the crucible of criticism and dis- 
cussion may have a happy solution consonant with 
the high dignity and noble calling of this great Associa- 
tion. [Applauze.] I congratulate you, Sir, upon assum- 
ing the presidentship at this particular juncture in the 
history of the Association, and I also beg to congratulate 
you upon the promise of assured success of the meeting 
which has been gathered together under your auspices. 
I sincerely trust that during the year upon which we are 
now entering, the work of the Association will be 
characterized by all that tends to enhance its influence 
throughout the country, and to give it a still higher 
status. I have now great pleasure in asking you, Sir, to 
assume the duties of presidentship, [Loud and continued 
applause. | 

Dr. Henry Davy, F.R.C.P., on taking the chair as 
President,‘said : Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I believe it is 
customary on such an occasion as this to reserve one’s 
speech and one’s voice for the evening’s ceremony, but I 
must take this opportunity of thanking you very deeply 
and very gratefully for the honour which you have done 
me. When I think of the numb>2r of distinguished men 
—some of them very distinguishei and known throughout 
Europe—who have preceded me in this chair, I feel that 
possibly my colleagues in Exeter have done me too much 
honour in electing me to fill this most important office. 
I can only say that it will be my endeavour throughout 
this year to do my best to keep up the lofty traditions 
which have been handed down to me, and to do everything 
I can for the welfare of this Association. [Applause.] 


Votre oF THANKS TO THE R&TIRING PRESIDENT. 

Mr. GrorcE ©. Franxkuin: Mr. President, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,—It is with the very greatest satisfaction and 
keenest pleasure that I move a resolution thanking the 
Past-President for his kind and excellent services during 
the past year. The resolution reads thus: 

That the warmest thanks of the Association be given to Dr. 
Richard Andrews Reeve for so ably presiding over the 
Association during the past twelve months, and that in 
accordance with By-law 36 he be, and he is hereby elected 
a Vice-President of the Association for life. 

Those who were sufficiently fortunate to be at the meeting 
at. Toronto last year will not easily forget the great cor- 
diality and the excellent reception which we had at the 
hands of the Executive of Toronto with Dr. Andrews 
Reeve at their head. I am sure that every one of us who 
had the privilege of being over there will never forget the 
real pleasure of the meeting. I have the greatest 
pleasure in moving the resolution that I have just read. 
[Applause.] 

Dr. J. A. Maoponatp: Mr. President, Ladies and 
Gentlem2n,— It is with the greatest pleasure that I second 
the motion proposed by my friend Mr. Franklin; and I 
can only echo what he has said with regard to the recep- 
tion we got in Toronto. Canada has been called by poetic 
licence “ the Queen of Snows”; but, for those who went 
there last year it would be very difficult to find a reason 
for that name, because the warmth of the reception we got 
both physically and socially would certainly give the lie 
to that title. We all enjoyed it most thoroughly as the 
guests of the Association there; and we all enjoyed it 
most thoroughly as showing the power of the British 
Medical Association and the extent to which the ramifica- 
tions of the British Medical Association stretch through 
that country. The effects of that meeting were very exten- 
sive, and we hope it will not only be a record for the 
number of candidates who joined the Association last 














year, but that it will mark an era of the development of 
the Association in Canada and the States, which will 
make it, as I hope it will be one day, coterminous with 
the profession wherever the English language is spoken, 
It is with the greatest pleasure that I second this resolu- 
tion, and I know of no man who is more likely to do 
honour to the Association than cur retiring President, 
Dr. Reeve. 

The resolution was carried amidst loud and continued 
applause. 

Dr. RicHarpD ANDREWS ReEEvE: Mr. President and 
Members of the Association, Ladies and Gentlemen,— 
I thank you, Sir, and these gentlemen for this kind 
resolution, but I certainly would have considered myself 
derelict if I did not regard this resolution, or accept it, 
vicariously. I take this second opportunity of saying 
most decidedly that a large share of the credit of the 
success of the meeting in Toronto, which amply justified 
the approval of the Association to our proposal to come 
to Toronto, must be attributed to the loyal and united 
efforts of a number of gentlemen who acted upon the 
various committees. This, I think, is but their due, and 
I gladly pay it. 

“THE Book oF THE SouTH-WEsT.” 

Dr. P. Maury Deas: Mr. President, Ladies and Gentle- 
men,—As the President of the South-Western Branch, a 
very pleasant duty has been placed in my hands. I 
think many of us who have attended many of these 
Annual Meetings cannot have helped being struck with 
the fact that there is a sort of keynote or characteristic 
which marks one Annual Meeting out from another. 
I may be right and I may be wrong, but I think in 
the case of this meeting at Exeter in the 
South-West the characteristic and keynote of the 
meeting to which I have alluded will be found 
to lie in The Book of the South-West which has 
been placed in all your hands. I do not want to use 
exaggerated language, but I think you will all agree 
with me that that book is a wonderful production. It 
quite exceeds anything I have ever seen in connexion 
with the Annual Meeting, because it is not merely a guide 
book in the ordinary sense of the word, but it is a textbook 
of the place and the district in which the meeting is being 
held—a textbook as to the scenery, as to the climate, and 
as to the medical influences that may be derived from 
residing in the neighbourhood of the counties of Devon 
and Cornwall. I simply make that preliminary remark 
in regard to what is to follow. We members of the South- 
Western Branch have been so impressed with this fact 
that we wish to present three special copies of this book 
of the South-West to three very prominent members of 
the organization which is receiving you at this time. 
One of these copies I shall have the honour of 
presenting to your President, Dr. Davy. I do 
not wish in Dr, Davy’s presence to say much, but 
I have worked with Dr. Davy for some months 
now in connexion with the arrangements for this 
meeting, and I can only say that no one could have 
thrown himself more thoroughly into the arduous and, 
I might almost say, thankless work which has lain before 
him in making arrangements for this meeting. I will 
sum up with regard to Dr. Davy by saying that the 
characteristics which have been noted in my mind are 
his unfailing tactfulness and courtesy and desire to be, 
80 far as possible, all things to all men. With those words 
I beg to hand to Dr. Davy this copy of The Book of the 
South-West, and with the illuminated inscription, “ Pre- 
sented to Henry Davy, Esq., F.R.C.P., President for 
1907-1908 of the British Medical Association by the 
members of the South-Western Branch.” 

The Presiwent: Dr. Deas, President of the South- 
Western Branch, Ladies and Gentlemen,—This is a 
pleasant surprise. I had not the slightest idea that 
there was going to be presented to me this copy. I 
thank you very deeply indeed. I shall value this book 
immensely. It has entailed an amount of labour which 
only those who have to do with publishers and the 
publishing of books can tell. I believe my friend 
Dr. Gordon has not only worked on it by day but he 
has dreamed of it by night, and I think it has on 
several occasions given him nightmare. It is a wonderful 
production, and It is more wonderful in this—that it has 
cost the Association practically nothing, or hardly any- 
thing. Thanks to the way in which people have supported 
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this book, and the advertisements which they have sent, 
and the contributions which they have given Dr. Gordon 
and the Publishing Committee, it has cost the Associa- 
tion nothing. I conclude by thanking Dr. Deas and the 
Branch for this book, which I shall value extremely. 

Dr. Maury Dzas: Now, Mr. President, Ladies, and 
Gentlemen, I have another copy of the book which we 
wish to present to a man who has had more, I should 
say, Of the hard work in connexion with this meeting 
than any one else, and this copy is presented to Russell 
Coombe, Esq., by the President and members of the 
South-Western Branch in recognition of his great services 
as Local Honorary Secretary of the annual meeting of the 
British Medical Association in Exeter, 1907. To those 
who have been working in connexion with the organiza- 
tion of this meeting it is a work of supererogation for me 
to say anything about the work Mr. Russell Coombe has 
done, and the unflagging energy he has thrown into it. 
Those of you who have had to do with the organization of 
this Annual Meeting will no doubt realize to a certain 
extent what the work of the Honorary General Secretary 
is. With regard to Mr. Russell Coombe, I do not wish to 
say too many words, but I would say that his powers of 
organization, his business capacity, and his untiring 
energy have been devoted absolutely to the interests of 
this meeting; and to a very large extent I think the 
success of this meeting will be due to the unflagging way 
in which he has discharged his duties. 

Mr. Russet Coomse: Mr. President, Dr. Deas, Ladies 
and Gentlemen,—I have to thank Dr. Deas and the mem- 
bers of the South-Western Branch most sincerely for this 
token of their kindness and favour. I know that there is 
a large amount of business to be done, and therefore I 
will not detain you longer, but I should like to say that 
the whole of the work that I have done, whatever value 
you may place upon it, has been for me a labour of love, 
and the greatest reward that I can have is that you will 
be able to go away from Exeter and say it was a well- 
managed meeting. 

Dr. Maury Dras: Mr. President, Ladies and Gentle- 
men,—lI have still one more book to present, and I shall 
find it somewhat difficult to speak in terms that will not 
seem perhaps rather exaggerated of the third recipient. 
This copy that I am now presenting is, as it were, 
the artist’s creation presented to himself. Dr. Gordon is 
the artist who has conceived, and with willing and ready 
helpers, has carried out this wonderful production. Dr. 
Gordon is a very modest man, and would be the last to 
wish to be spoken of, and as he is also an argumentative 
man, he might traverse perhaps what I am saying. I know 
he would be the last man to lay claim to anything that 
does not properly belong to him, but I am honest when I 
say that this book which I am now presenting to him is 
really the work of the artist presented to himself, and I 
might, perhaps, paraphrase the translation of the old Latin 
motto: “If you require a monument look within.” Dr. 
Gordon, I present to you this book in the name of the 
South-Western Branch. 

Dr. Gorpon: Dr, Deas, Dr. Davy, Ladies, and Gentle- 
men,—I thank you very heartily for the kind way in which 
this volume has been appreciated by you. It has been a 
very great pleasure to help in bringing out this book. No 
one could have worked with a more absolutely devoted lot 
of men than I have had to deal with, and if anything 
could add to the pleasure which it has been to me to do 
work for the Association it is to have done it in such 
excellent company. 

The PresipENT observed that this concluded the orna- 
mental business, and he would call upon the Treasurer to 
move a resolution. 

On the motion of the Treasurer (Dr. Radcliffe Crocker), 
the Chairman of the Representative Meeting (Dr. J. A. 
Macdonald) took the chair. 


ANNUAL MEETING, 1908, SHEFFIELD. 

The Cuarrman: Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,— 
It is my pleasure to announce that we have had a cordial 
invitation to move from the sunny south to the bleak 
wilds of the north, and to hold our meeting next year 
in Yorkshire, I have to ask you to confirm the resolution 
of the Council to-day that we accept the invitation of 
Sheffield to holdjthe annual meeting of the British Medical 
Association next year in that city, and that Mr. Simeon 
Snell be the President-elect. 





The motion was carried by acclamation. 

The CHarnMAN: Mr. Simeon Snell, I have the greatest 
pleasure in announcing that the Association has accepted 
the invitation of Sheffield for next year, and I may say the 
Association is looking forward with the greatest pleasure 
to the meeting at Sheffield. 

The PRESIDENT-ELECT: Mr. President, Ladies and Gentle- 
men—I am extremely obliged to you, speaking not only 
for myself but for the medical profession in Sheffield, for 
accepting our invitation. I feel that in many respects 
you will be in a totally different place from that in which 
you are meeting now. I like Devonshire, it is my native 
county, but at the same time, having lived the whole of 
my professional life in Yorkshire, I know very well that 
they are a clear-headed and warm-hearted people there, 
and there is no question that when you visit Sheffield you 
will be very cordially welcomed. We are fortunate in 
being able to assure you that not only will our civic 
authorities extend their hospitality warmly to ycu, 
but our University authorities will place their 
buildings at our disposal, and when I say they 
will place their buildings at cur disposal I may 
tell you that they are modern buildings; it is 
a modern university, modern in its equipment, and in 
every way up to date, and we hope that in this university 
will be found sufficient room for the annual meetings to 
be held. The locality, of course, will present a totally 
different aspect, but Sheffield is a very progressive town, 
and if there are apy here who had an opportunity of visit- 
ing Sheffield thirty years ago they will now find it a totally 
different city. They will find the streets widened, and 
they will be alive to the fact that during those thirty years 
the Sheffield people have not been asleep, but have been very 
wide awake indeed. Then I may say that if we have not 
in Sheffield the old monuments of an historic town to 
show you, we have many things to show you which even 
in this beloved city you cannot see. This is the county of 
Drake and Hawkins, and abounds in the history and 
traditions of their old ships, but when you come to 
Sheffield there you will see the making of the equipment 
of modern ships, the armour plates and the guns; so that 
in these ways we are able to offer you a different sort of 
entertainment from that which a grand old city like this 
can offer. Beyond all that I believe that when you are 
there you will receive a very hearty welcome, not only 
from the profession but also from the citizens of Sheffield. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

The TREASURER (Dr. Crocker) presented the balance 
sheet, with the announcement that he was prepared to 
answer any questions. He would move that the financial 
statement for the year ending December 31st, 1906, be 
received and adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN formally seconded the resolution and 
remarked that the statement was now open for discussion 
by the members. 

Dr. BrasskY BrigRitEy (Manchester West) said it had 
been his privilege on several previous occasions to criticize 
the financial statement. During the past year the Asso- 
ciation had economized very largely in many directions. 
He made out that there was a sum total of £4,000 in 
advance of the receipts of former years. Last year there 
was a surplus of £800, and this year a surplus of some- 
thing like £1,300. That was an increase in the surplus of 
£500, but the figures demonstrated that the Association 
had received over £4,000 more than the year before. 
Between £500 and £4,000 was a very substantial differ- 
ence, but where had it gone? As indicated in the balance- 
sheet, the general expenses were £159 less, so what was 
the explanation? He wanted again before sitting down 
to call attention to the paragraph which had reference to 
the Benevolent Fund. The Association had no organ!zed 
provident fund. The General Secretary had permission to 
collect, and did collect, sums of money for charitable 
purposes, but he did not believe in that at all. What he 
would like would be that it should be a right for any 
dependent of any member of the Association to come to 
the Association for help in distress. He wanted such 
people to be able to come to the Association and not to 
have to go round the country, hat in hand, to collect votes 
and small subscriptions to send their children to college. 
He would move the resolution of which he had given 
notice—namely : 

That this meeting instruct the Finance Committee to lay 

aside a sum of £1,C00 a year out of the general funds of 
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the Association, to be earmarked for use for provident 
purposes only. 

Dr. JouN Brown (Rochdale and Bury) had pleasure in 
seconding the motion. 

In reply to a question, the CuarrMan replied that it 
had been decided over and over again that the Association 
had no power to Jay out a penny for such purposes. 

Dr. Muse Smita (Eastbourne) understood that the 
resolution was out of order and contrary to the 
constitution. 

The CHarrMAN said the motion was not out of order; 
i; wa3 @ mere matter of proposing that the Association 
should do what it could not do, but he would put the 
resolution. 

The resolution was accordingly put and lost. 

Mr. Naso (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) asked 
whether it would not be well to explain that the rejection 
of this resolution did not convey what was beneath the 
surface. In the Charter it was provided that they should 
in future take up this work. 

The financial stat 2ment was then adopted. 


RESIGNATION OF TREASURER, 

The TREASURFR said he had to announce, with great 
regret, that he had been obliged to resign office as 
Treasurer. He bad worked for the Association as a 
‘member of Council for about fifteen years and as Treasurer 
f 1x two years, but he found the demands of the Treasurer- 
‘hip and the affairs of the Association had increased, 
while the time at his disposal had decreased, and he felt, 
therefore, that he could no longer do justice to the post, 
and he had very reluctantly come to the conclusion that 
it was his duty to resign. The work had been congenial 
to him. and he would have been very glad to have fulfilled 
his three years’ term of office, but he had found it 
impossible. ; 

The CHAIRMAN said it was with the greatest regret that 
he put to the meeting the question whether they should 
accept Dr. Crocker’s resignation. He was afraid they 
must accept it, because Dr. Crocker had made the state- 
ment that his general work was not consonant with his 
d»ing the work of the Association as he would wish to do 
it, and he regretted that he must ask the Association to 
accept the resignation. 

The resignation was accordingly accepted. 

Mr. Eastes was sure that they had all heard with the 
greatest regret the announcement that Dr. Crocker had 
just made. They would have been only too pleased had 
he been able to go on for the normal time and serve them 
one more year. Dr. Crocker having. however, resigned, 
there was only one thing they could do—namely, to thank 
him heartily for his valuable services and especially for 
bis services as Treasurer during the past two years. 
Whatever Dr. Crocker had done had been done heartily 
and in the interests of the Association, and he had there- 
fure great pleasure in proposing that, in accordance with 
Bv-law 36, Dr. Crocker be elected a Vice-President for 
life, 

Mr. Kinsgky seconded. With other members of the 
Council he had had the opportunity of admiring Dr. 
Crocker’s industry and business-like capacity, his grasp of 
tigures, and his lucid way of presenting them. He had 
always found Dr. Crocker a most agreeable and courteous 
Treasurer. It was Disraeli who said that an agreeable 
man is a man who agrees with you, and he was happy to 
say that they bad found Dr. Crocker a very agreeable man, 
but capable of being stern at the proper time. 

The resolution of thanks and appointing Dr, Crocker a 
Vice President for life was then adopted. 

Dr Crocker. in acknowledgement, said his appoint- 
ment as Vice President was a compliment he appreciated 
very much, though it was one which signified retirement 
rat‘er than active work. 

Messrs. Price, Waterhouse, and Co. were subsequently 
appointed auditors at a remuneration of 105 guineas. 


THE GENERAL MEDICAL CoUNCIL. 

The CHAIRMAN said he had an unfortunate statement to 
make. Some difficulties had arisen with regard to the 
position of members of the Association who had been 
elected on the General Medical Council, and two of their 
most distinguished members of the’ Association had felt 
it their duty to tender their resignations as Vice-Presi- 
dents and members. In order to give effect to the resig- 
nations it was necessary for the meeting to pass resolutions. 





They had only to regret that the two gentlemen in 
question should have found it necessary to retire. 

Resolutions empowering Sir George Philipson and Pro- 
fessor Robert Saundby to vacate the cffice of Vice- 
President were then passed. 


ELECTION OF TREASURER, 

Mr. PARKINSON said it must always be satisfactory to 
the members to know that, even when they lost such a 
Treasurer as they had had, there were others ready to take 
up the work. As successor to Dr. Crocker he proposed 
Mr. C. R. Straton, who had belonged to the same Branch 
as himself for thirty years; he was one of those who, when 
he took up a thing, fulfilled it to the utmost of his ability, 
He had been a member of the Council for many j ears, 
and he had taken a leading part upon a great many 
committees. 

Dr. Brassey BRIERLEY said that he had the pleasure of 
seconding that proposal in the Council, and he had much 
pleasure in seconding it at this meeting. 

Sir Victor Horsiey said that he wished to nominate 
for this important office Dr. Rayner, of Stockport. He 
had had wide experience in finance, and quite as wide 
experience on the Council and on Oommittees as Mr. 
Straton. This was one of the fortunate occasions upon 
which the Association realized what a wealth of men it 
had within itself to carry on its business. There was no 
competition between the two gentlemen upon their merits 
as financiers. He would remind the meeting that at 
Cheltenham, when the new constitution was carried, 
there was a distinct feeling that as far as possible terri- 
torial representation should exist throughout the Asso- 
ciation, and that it was only by territorial representation 
that the widest interests of the Association could be 
properly insured. He might be thought a fanatic on the 
subject, but he would point out that in appointing men to 
the high offices of the Association that principle had been 
carried out also. The time had come for the North to give 
the Association a Treasurer. It had had a most able 
Treasurer from the South, and not only for two years had 
the South been represented but for five years, because 
Dr. Markham Skerritt preceded Dr. Crocker. 

Dr. ALFRED Cox had very great pleasure in seconding 
the nomination as a representative of the North; but he 
did it with a great amount of diffidence, because Mr. 
Straton was a gentleman for whom he had the very 
highest personal regard, and he was sorry to seem to 
oppose his nomination. But he thought, as Sir Victor 
Horsley had said, that it was the turn of the North; and 
provided the North could offer to the Association a man of 
equal experience and ability, it was only right that the 
North should have its turn. Knowing Dr. Rayner, as he 
did, as a colleague upon Committees, and as an earnest 
and active member of the Council, he had great pleasure 
in seconding his nomination. 

Mr. E. H T. Nasa (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) 
supported the nomination of Dr. Rayner. As a past 
member of the Council of the Lancashire and Cheshire 
Branch, of which Dr. Rayner had been a member for 
years, he was able to testiiy to the enormous amount of 
good work he had done, and to the respect which was felt 
for him in that Branch. 

Dr. Joun Brown, as a member of the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Branch for thirty years, had very great pleasure 
in supporting the nomination of Dr. Rayner. : 

Mr. R. H. WotstENHOLME said that as a Representative 
of a Lancashire constituency he could tell the Association 
that they need not elect Dr. Rayner simply because he 
was a Lancashire man. The Lancashire and Cheshire 
Branch had recently had an opportunity of returning 
Dr. Rayner to the Council, and had not done so. On 
this occasion. although he did not generally support the 
Council, he had very great pleasure in supporting 
Mr. Straton. 

Professor Morrison said that in asking the members 
to give their support to Dr. Rayner he would appeal to 
them not to allow their judgements to be biassed by the 
fact that Dr. Rayner’s political opinions, so far as the 
Association is concerned, were not altogether in harmony 
with the opinions of the majority of the members of his 
own Branch. He thought that it would be a very disastrous 
thing if an influence of that sort were allowed to prevail 
in a matter of this deep importance. As one who 





had the great advantage and pleasure of working with 
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Dr. Rayner in connexion with the Committee work of 
the Association for some years he asked leave to testify 
to the immense amount of interest which Dr. Rayner 
took in the work, and to the great ability which he 
displayed in its discharge. 

The CHAIRMAN asked members not to continue the dis- 
cussion unless there was some very definite statement to 
be made with regard to one or other of the two gentlemen. 
He did not think that the discussion could contribute to 
the peace of the Association and there was a great deal of 
work to do. 

Dr. E. J. MacnEAN moved, and Dr. A. G. GULLAN 
seconded, that the question be now put. 

The motion was carried. 

A show of hands was then taken. 

The CHarrMAN: Dr. Rayner has the majority of the 
votes. I would like to put it to the meeting that he be 
ananimously elected Treasurer. 

The proposal was adopted with acclamation. 

Dr. RAYNER, who was received with loud and continued 
applause, said that the present was neither the time nor 
the occasion for him to make a speech, but he begged to 
asjure the meeting that he appreciated to its utmost the 
honour which the Association had paid him. He had 
been a member of the Association for some thirty years, 
and he bad taken a great interest in the work both of 
his own Branch and in that of the Association generally. 
He would continue as far as he could to take the same 
interest in it, and hoped that at the end of his term of 
office, if he lived for the three years, they would say that 
he had done his work as well as those gentlemen who had 
preceded him. 

Date cr MEETING. 

Dr. Pore said that when he left Leicester preparations 
were being made for the visit of the British Association 
there. Until this year the British Association had met at 
a later period. It used at one time to meet in September 
and then in August. Now the meeting of the British 
Association and the meeting of the British Medical 
Association were taking place at the sametime. It was 
very unfortunate that that should be the case. He sug- 
gested that the Secretary should communicate with the 
Secretary of the British Association with a view to 
preventing such an unfortunate occurrence another time. 

Sir Victor Horsey seconded the proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the Secretary would try to 
make an arrangement with the Secretary of the British 
Association. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


EVENING MEETING. 
DISTINGUISHED FOREIGN AND COLONIAL GUESTS, 

Before the President delivered his address, the follow- 
‘ing distinguished foreiga guests were publicly presented 
to him by Mr. Russell Coombe :—Dr. Paul Strassman, Pro- 
fessor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology in the University of 
Berlin; Dr. Stephane Leduc, Professor of Medical Physics 
in the Medical School of Nantes; Dr. Wertheim 
Salomonson, Professor of Neurology and Medical Elec- 
tricity in the University of Amsterdam; Dr. Bonnefoy; 
Dr. E. Landolt, Professor of Ophthalmology (Paris); 
Dr. H. Manning Fish (Chicago); Dr. McCrae, Associate 
Professor of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University (Balti- 
more); Dr. W. Northrupp, Professor of Paediatrics, 
University of New York; and Dr. H. 8. Birkett, President 
of the American Laryngological Association. 

On the list of Colonial delegates for presentation were 
the following: Dr. T. A. Starkey (McGill University), 
Colonel Davis and Captain Fenton (Burmah), Dr. T. F. 
Waldron (Cape of Good Hope, Eastern Provinces), Dr. A. 
Jasper Anderson (Cape of Good Hope, Western Provinces), 
Drs. F. Grenier and Fernando (Colombo and Ceylon 
Branch). Dr. A. W. W. Dowding (Gibraltar Branch), Dr. 
Arnold H. Watkins (Griqualand West), Dr. F. Keyt (Hong 
Kong), Dr. R. R. Stawell (Melbourne), Dr. H. 8. Birkett 
(Montreal), Drs. W. R. Strapp and Patrick Murigon (Natal), 
Dr. Albert Martin (New Zealand), Dr. W. N. Robertson 
(Queensland), Dr. A. B. Atherton (St. John’s, New Bruns- 
wick), Dr. H. Swift (South Australia), Major F. J. Craw- 
ford, I.M.S,, and Captain F. 8S. Ross, I.M.S. (South Indian 
and Madras Branch), Sir Philip Sydney Jones and Drs. R. 
Worrall and C. P, R. Clubbe (Sydney and New South 
ae Branch), Professor Keeve, Professor Irving 
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Cameron, and Dr. F. N. G. Starr (Toronto), Drs. T. 1, 
Anderson and H. J. Lotz (West Australian Branch). 


PRESENTATION TO Dr. Davy. 

Dr. P. Maury Deas, President of the South-Western 
Branch, said that when it was decided that the time had 
come to hold another meeting of the British Medical 
Association in the South-West of England, the Branch 
had no difficulty in recommending that the meeting 
should be held in Exeter, and still less difficulty in 
nominating a gentleman to fill the office of President—an 
office which had been filled by so many eminent and dis- 
tinguished men. The President’s position, his high 
professional attainments, his position as consulting 
physician in the West of England, and his posi- 
tion as Senior Physician of the Royal Devon and 
Exeter Hospital, pointed out Dr. Henry Davy as 
pre-eminently fitted to fill the office of President. 
The members of the South-Western Branch desired to 
present to Dr. Davy a little memorial which in future 
years might remind him of the position he had filled as 
President of the British Medical Association, and which 
might be handed on as an heirloom. He was sure all 
would heartily join with him in congratulating Dr. Davy 
on the eminent position to which he had attained, and in 
wishing him a most prosperous year of office. The jewel 
which he now presented to Dr. Davy consisted of the 
Arms of Exeter emblazoned in colours enamelled on a 
shield with the words “British Medical Association ” 
above and “ President” below, and between the two was 
the staff with the serpent of Aisculaplus. He sincerely 
trusted that the President would have many years in 
which to wear the jewel, and that when he looked upon it 
it would never call up anything but happy and pleasant 
memories. [Applause.] 

The PresipENtT said he was afraid the medical profes- 
sion of Exeter rather spoilt him and had always spoilt 
him. He was wearing that night, not knowing the pre- 
sentation which was going to be made to him, a badge 
presented to him some thirteen years ago by the whole of 
the profession in Exeter on the occasion of his being 
elected President of the South-Western Branch. So much 
had he valued that that he had put it as one of his heir- 
looms in his will for his son, for he considered that 
nothing was of more value to a medical man than the 
esteem, and he might say affection, of his professional 
brethren. He thanked them for it, and he would be able 
to alter his will and leave one to his daughter and another 
to his son. He thanked them extremely for the kindness 
which prompted them to give him that very handsome 
badge, which he would always esteem as one of the most 
valuable things he possessed. 

THE MIDDLEMORE PRIzE. 

The PreEsIpDENT then presented the Middlemore Prize to 
Mr. Sydney Stephenson, M.B. 

The prize was founded by Dr. Middlemore, who left 
£500, the interest on which was presented to recipients of 
the award, which on this occasion consisted of an illuml- 
nated address and a cheque for £50. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS, 

The PresipEntT then delivered the address which is 
printed at page 245 of the JouRNAL, 

Professor OsLER, F.RS., in moving a vote of thanks to 
the President, congratulated him upon having delivered 
an address characterized by such good sound sense and so 
much practical wisdom. Dr. Davy had touched the key- 
note of the whole situation—to make the knowledge they 
had efficient. It was not as if they had not knowledge 
enough. Every sentence of the address showed that they 
had plenty of knowledge. They knew what they had to 
do, but they did not do it. The whole question before 
the nation to-day, so far as public health was concerned 
was, how to make the knowledge that the medical pro- 
fession had thoroughly efficient. He thought the three 
points the President had dwelt upon were all of utmost 
importance. There was the question of physical degene- 
ration, and the prevention of that in the schools. Where 
was the acre of playground to be found? He instanced a 
school he passed every day, where children were drilled 
in a wretched little three foot alley, in which there was 
not room enough for the teacher to stand to face the 
children. She had to stand at the end of the alley. That 
condition prevailed nearly everywhere, and he was glad to 
hear Dr. Davy refer particularly to the need of play- 
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grounds for children. He was glad the President had 
referred to the notification of tuberculosis. There were a 
great many men in the profession who did not like a word 
spoken with regard to it. They were too soft: hearted, and 
they had to be hard-hearted in that matter. It was for the 
safety of the public that the profession should demand 
that the notification of tuberculosis should be made com- 
pulsory. It was not a bardship; it was done in large 
cities—done easily and readily—and it should be done to 
make medical knowledge efficient. With the greatest 
pleasure he moved— 

That the best thanks of the Association be given to Henry 
Davy, M.D , F.R.C.P., for his able-and interesting address 
delivered before the British Medical Association on the 
occasion of the Seventy-fifth Annual Meeting of the 
British Medical Association at Exeter. 

Sir Paizie Sypnery Jongs (Australia) did not know why 
he had been asked to second the vote of thanks when he 
saw around him so many distinguished men from the conti- 
nent of Europe and from America. He had perhaps been 
selected because he came from the ends of the earth, it 
being thought well that that vote of thanks should have a 
sort of Imperial character. Professor Osler had taken out 
of his mouth a good deal that he had proposed to say; and 
at that late hour he was sure he would best please the 
meeting by seconding the resolution and sitting down. 
Bat he would just say this—that he thanked the Presi- 
dent for his admirable address, and for his selection of a 
subject which would not only meet the eye of the profes- 
sion but meet the eye of the public; that was a most 
important point. He had listened to a great many presi- 
dential addresses, both here and in his own part of 
the world, and he could confidently say that he had 
never listened to one of so practical a character, and 
one which the whole of the people c.uld well understand. 

Dr. R. A. Reeve said that the resolution which they had 
heard had been moved by Professor Osler and seconded by 
Sir Philip Sydney Jones, and inquired what was the 
pleasure of the meeting. 

The resolution was carried unanimously amidst loud 
applause. 

De. R. A. REEVE, addressing the President, said it was 
particularly gratifying to him to have the honour to 
present to the President the hearty thanks of that large, 
kindly critical, and intellectual audience for his very 
practical, valuable, and most interesting address, which, 
indeed, might rightly be regarded as a fitting climax to 
his many efforts to promote and ensure the success of the 
meeting. 

The Presipznt returned thanks and the proceedings 
then terminated. 


THE ADDRESS IN MEDICINE. 

The PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION briefly introduced 
Dr. Hale White, who delivered the address published at 
page 250 of the Journau. At its conclusion 

Dr. Gorpon (President of the Section of Medicine) 
moved a vote of thanks, saying that it had been a very 
great p:easure, as well as a privilege, to listen to so 
fascinating an address, full as it was of so much good 
sense. He moved: 

That the best thanks of the Association be given to Dr. 

William Hale White, F.R C.P., for his able address entitled 
A Plea for Accuracy of Thought in Medicine. 

Sir Joun Moors, in seconding, said that in large 
assemblies it was customary to hear a good deal of 
coughing and noises of various kinds, but he had been 
struck by the complimentary silence with which the 
address had been listened to. He agreed that the friendly, 
if somewhat sharp, criticism of the attitude of the 
profession was deserved. The address was worthy of a 
great occasion, it was worthy of the high standard of 
excellence which had so far characterized the meeting of 
the British Medical Association in Exeter, and it was 
worthy of the man who delivered it. 

The resolution was carried with acclamation and 
enthusiastic applause. 

Dr. Hate Wuirs, in returning thanks for such a hearty 
vote of thanks, said he only wanted to repeat what Sir 
John Moore had said: there was nothing unfriendly in 
the criticism he put before them. It did seem to him 
that the profession sometimes went a little off the track, 
and, however humbly, he ventured to say so. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE MEETING. 
SATURDAY, Jury 277TH. 
J. A. Macponatp, M.D., in the Chair. 


CONSTITUTION OF MEETING. 


THE return of the election of Representatives of Divisions 
for the year and the notification of substitutes were 
received. 


STANDING ORDERS, 


On the motion for the adoption of the Standing Orders 
as amended by the Organization Committee, Mr. E. H. T, 
NasH (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) inquired whether, 
if a Representative withdrew from the meeting under 
instructions from his Division, his expenses were paid 
by the Agsociation ? 

The CHarRMAN ruled the question out of order. 

The meeting then agreed to adopt the Standing Orders 
as amended. Among the amendments, the most im- 
portant appear to be those to the Standing Order as to 
election of Committees, which now reads as follows: 


t 10. Election of Committees.—Nominations for election by 
the Rapresentative Meeting of members of Standing Com- 
mittees shall be handed ia writing to the Secretary of the 
meeting not later than the termination of the second day’s 
proceedings. Each nomination shall be signed by the nomi- 
pator and shall contain a declaration that the candidate nomi- 
nated has agreed to serve. No member shall be eligible for 
nomination who, having bzen a member of a Standing Com- 
mittee during the previous year, shall have failed to attend at 
least half the meetings of the Committee for that year. The 
names of all candidates duly nominated shall be included ina 
voting paper issued to each voter, and shall be arranged in three 
lists—one of those residing in England and Wales, one of those 
residing in Scot!and, and one of those residing in Ireland. Each 
voter shall be entitled to vote for not more candidates than 
there are members to be elected, and of these not more than 
two-thirds of the total number shall be those of candidates in the 
English list, not more than one-fourth in the Scottish list, and 
not more than one-fourth in the Irish list. In counting 
the votes, the candidates on the English list who have ob- 
tained the highest number of votes, being not more than one- 
half of the total number of members to be elected, the candi- 
dates on the Scottish list who have obtained the highest 
number of votes, being not more than one-fourth of the total 
number to be elected, and the candidates on the Irish list who 
have obtained the highest number of votes, being not more 
than one-fourth of the total number to be elected, shall be 
deemed to be elected.. If any place on the Committee be still 
vacant, tbat candidate or those candidates shall be deemed to 
be elected who shall have obtained the highest number of 
votes, irrespective of the list in which the name of any such 
candidate a. Scrutineers to conduct the election shall 
be nominated by the Chairman, and the details of the voting 
shall be placed before and verified, by the Chairman before 
beinz declared to the meeting. 


REPORT OF COUNCIL. 

The CHAIRMAN, in the absence of the Chairman of 
Council, moved the reception of the Report of the 
Council. (The report was published in the SuprLEMENtT, 
May 4th, p. 233 ) 

Sir Victor HorsLry moved that paragraphs 1 to 10 be 
taken as read, as that part of the report was purely 
narrative. 

Dr. W. Murr Smita (Eastbourne) seconded. 

Dr. ALFRED Cox (Gateshead and Consett) said that last 
year he had called attention to the fact that the report 
did not contain a statement of the exact membership, 
and it was promised it should appear this year, but that 
had not been done. He moved that the exact number 
should be given. 

Tnois was seconded by Dr. Ross (Stratford), and carried. 

Dr. J. Brassey BrierRLEY (Manchester West) called 
attention to Paragraph 8, which stated that in the year 
1906 the General Secretary had received £950 from mem- 
bers on behalf of the British Medical Benevolent Fund, 
Epsom College, and the Irish Medical Benevolent 
Fund, which represented an increase of £178 over the 
previous year. He thought the few hundred pounds 
collected through the Association, which had a member- 
ship of over 20,000, was a scandal to a wealthy profession. 
He moved that some action be taken. 

Dr. M. R. Roopss (Manchester) seconded. 

The CHarRMAN said this was not an amendment to the “ 
Council’s report. It was only an appeal to the Associa- 
tion. For the Association to give a penny for this 
purpose was illegal. All they could do was to 
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emphasize Dr. Brassey Brierley’s appeal to the members 
individually. 

Dr. JoHN Brown (Rochdale and Bury) said the Asso- 
ciation was empowered to do anything for the honour 
and credit of the profession, and he thought it was dis- 
tinctly to the discredit of the Association that cut of the 
large income received not a fraction was given in benevo- 
lence. He thought they would be in order in voting a 
sum of £1,000 a year to those members of the Association 
who might be in needy circumstances, 

The CHAIRMAN said that the discussion was really waste 
of time. The matter had been threshed out dozens of 
times, and the legal opinion expressed over and over again 
was that the Association could not subscribe a penny to 
avy benevolent institution. 

Sir Victor Horsley’s motion for the adoption of the 
report down to Paragraph 10 was then agreed to. 


Balance Sheet. 

The CHAIRMAN said, as the Treasurer unfortunately was 
unable to be present, he had now to present the balance 
sheet for the year 1906. s 

Dr. W. Dovatas (Maidstone, etc.) said that he saw 
that there was an overdraft at the bank of £2,796. That 
seemed to be a large amount, taking into consideration the 
large income. Further, he would ask whether the sum 
put down as the value of the freehold of 429, Strand, 
represented the present value or its value when bought. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the value stated was that of 
the property when bought. It had distinctly appreciated 
since. The overdraft was a matter of convenience for the 
purpose of making investments better. It happened that 
the account was completed for the time being before the 
subscriptions came in. The present arrangement gave 
the Association an advantage of something between £100 
and £150 a year. 

In reply to questions, the CHaArrMan stated that 
the stock had been written down to the market value on 
December 3lst, the date to which the balance-sheet was 
made up, and in the opinion of men who knew the value 
of property in London the Association’s property in the 
Strand was at the present time much more valuable 
than it was when the building was standing. 

The balance-sheet was ay proved. 

The CHAIRMAN thought that the meeting ought to 
congratulate the Manager upon the way in which the 
JOURNAL had been handled during the past year. There 
had been a distinct improvement in the JourRNAL itself as 
a journal, Its alteration in shape had been a great 
success, and the JourNAL had been a great suc: ess also in 
the way of advertisements. Although the advertisements 
had been charged at a higher figure pro rata, yet the 
income from them had been better than in the previous 
year; 1,245 fewer pages had been printed, which was a 
material saving. The combined result of the higher scale 
of charge for advertisements and the diminished number 
of pages printed had paid for the cost of the improvements 
in the JouRNAL. He thought that it was doubly his duty, 
as Chairman of the Representative Meeting and as Chair- 
man of the Finance Inquiry Committee, to render this 
tribute to the Manager of the Journat for the successful 
way in which he had conducted it during the year. 
drew attention to the fact that the Representative Meet- 
ing cost more last year because the General Meeting was 
held at Toronto. The Association had to pay for the 
room in London in which the Representative Meeting 
was held. 

Mr. Nasu (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) said that in 
his experience the attendance at committees towards the 
end of a meeting tended to shrink, and very often a large 
amount of work had to ve carried over to another meeting 
which might have been got through if there had been a 
quorum until the end of the first meeting. Perhaps some 
definite ruling could be laid down as to what should con- 
stitute an attendance. He quite appreciated the great 
difficulty in doing as he suggested, because the members 
of all committees sacrificed a large amount of time, and 
there must be a certain amount of elasticity; but he 
thought something might be done. 

Dr. Por (Leicester) disagreed with Mr. Nash. In his 
experience members stayed till the last moment they 
possibly could and displayed the most praiseworthy 
diligence. 

Mr, R. H. WotsteNHOLME (Manchester, Salford). agreed 
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with Mr. Nash that something should be done, and, 
as one of the sinners, he felt that the remarks of Mr. Nash 
had a certain application. Provincial men were com- 
pelled to come up at great expense and inconvenience, 
and the time of a meeting was always fixed to suit the 
London men. It would be an exceedingly good plan if 
the inconvenience and expense were shared by the 
members of the Committees in various parts of the 
country. There was no reason at all why many com- 
mittees should not meet in other places so as not always 
to call upon the same class of persons to make a 
sacrifice. 

Dr. ALFRED Cox (Gateshead and Consett) said that it 
was only right that,as a provincial member of several 
committees, he should try to disabuse the meeting of the 
idea that the meetings of committees were held to suit 
the London men only. He might say that on several 
occasions a committee had very kindly considered his 
convenience both as regards the day and time of 
meeting. 

Mr. G. WsstBy (Liverpool Southern) agreed with Mr. 
Nash that on some occasions the committees had had to 
leave business over because the members could not stay 
or. 

The CHAIRMAN gaid that the meeting must recognize 
the amount of unpaid work done by members in attending 
to the business of the Association. He would ask the 
meeting not to make it too difficult for the men to carry 
on the work pleasantly. The matter rested entirely in the 
hands of the Chairmen of the Committees. If the Chair- 
man of a Committee did not find that a member was 
carrying out his duties properly he could make a report 
to the Council, and the costs of the journey of the 
Committee-man would not be paid. j 


Estimates for 1907. 

Dr. Percy Ross (Stratford), on the estimate of income 
and expenditure for 1907, said that it was too late at the 
Representative Meeting to move a resolution on the 
estimate, as nothing could then be done to alter expendi- 
ture or to increase revenue in the short space intervening 
before December 31st. He moved: 

That the Journal and Finance Committee be asked to con- 
sider the advisability of making the financial year close on 
March 31st in each year, instead of December 3lst. 

Dr. P. D. TuRNER (Isle of Wight) seconded. 

At the suggestion of the CHarrmMan the motion was 

postponed. 

Mr. E. H. T. Nasu (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) 
inquired whether the expenses of the Representative from 
West Manchester would be paid for his journey to London 
to attend the Representative Meeting in London to dis- 
cuss the proposed Charter, as his Division instructed him 
to leave the meeting unless it agreed to the resolution not 
to discuss the Charter further. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that the expenses would be paid. 

Mr. Nas# asked for an interpretation of the Standing 
Order, which seemed to him to be very definite on the 
matter. 

The CHAIRMAN said the matter rested altogether in his 
hands. The Representative in question had spoken to 
him about it before he left the meeting. If he (the Chair- 
man) had wished that his expenses. should be refused he 
would have so reported to the Council; but he did not do 
so. By the Articles of Association the Council deter- 
mined what would be considered an attendance for any 
purpose. If there were any blame, it attached to him. 
The case was exceptional, and he did not know how things 
would go on on a future occasion. 

Mr. Nasu thought something should be settled, because 
it was not fair to other Representatives who stayed out 
the meeting and who bore the heat and burden of the day 
that members should just make an attendance and then 
retire, leaving the others to do the work. He thought 
some rvuling should be given as to what constituted an 
attendance; and, although, of course, he bowed to the 
ruling of the Chair, he thought there should be something 
a good deal more binding. 

The CHAIRMAN thought the simplest course would be to 
move an amendment to the Standing Order. 

Mr. Nasu replied that he had asked leave to move under 
the Standing Order. 

The CuarrnMan thought notice must be given to move an 
amendment to the Standing 
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In dealing with the paragraph of the Council’s report 
referring to Committees, the Cuarnman said that, speak- 
ing for the Chairman of Council, he desired to thank the 
Committees of the Association for the work they had done 
during the past year. Few members of the Association 
had any idea what they owed to the Committee-men who 
attended and did the work of the Association. 


Central Ethical Committee. 

The passage in the report of Council referring to the 
Central Ethical Committee contained the following 
paragraph : 

Your Council sees with regret that a report on the ethics of 
consultation has been sent to the Divisions without having 
been submitted to the opinion of some body representing con- 
sultants, whose concurrence is necessary to the success of any 
project of reform in procedure, and the Council trusts that any 
decision on the matter be deferred until such conference has 
taken place. 

Sir Vicror HorstEy moved that— 

This meeting disagrees with the paragraph in the Report 
of the Central Council criticizing the action of the Central 
Ethical Committee, inasmuch as there is not yet in exist- 
ence any body representing the consultants in the medical 
profession with whom that Committee could have conferred 
as suggested by the Council. 


The Representative Meeting should not in any way allow 
what he might call an accidental censure to be passed upon 
the Ethical Committee. It was quite obvious that on the 
great question of the relations between the different 
departments of the profession there should be obtained, 
if possible, expressions of opinion from al)l branches of 
the profession. But in the Council it was moved and 
carried—he was quite sure it was under a misunder- 
standing—that the Ethical Committee had acted wrongly 
in not conferring with a body representing the con- 
sultants. There was no such body in existence, and 
therefore it was most unreasonable for the Council to 
criticize the Ethical Committee for not doing the impos- 
sible. His own Division (Marylebone) was doing what 
it could to obtain the opinions of individual consultants, 
but those opinions would not be final in any sense, 
though so far as they went they would be a contribution 
to the subject. 

Dr. L. 8. McManus (Wandsworth) seconded. 

Dr. W. Ewart (Westminster) observed that the wording 
of the paragraph was that the matter should be submitted 
to the opinion not of the body representing consultants, 
but of some body representing consultants, and therefore 
it clearly invited some concerted action on the part of the 
other side, and it would be most desirable to have some 
expression of opinion on the part of the large body of 
consultants. As to the definition of “consultants,” it 
would be found that they needed no definition. 

The CHarRMAN remarked that the definition of 
‘‘ consultants” was not in question. 

Dr. Ewart said it seemed to him the meaning of this 
paragraph was perfectly clear, namely, that there should 
be some body representing consultants ; though there was 
no such body in existence to-day, at some future time 
it might be born. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the report expressed regret 
that the report of the Ethical Committee had been sent 
‘to the Divisions “‘ without having been submitted to the 
opinion of some body representing consultants.” The 
Committee was censured not for something it was going 
to do, but for something it had not done. 

Dr. W. GossE (Isle of Thanet, Canterbury, and Faver- 
sham) said the fact seemed to have been overlooked by 
the Council that consultants were already members of the 
British Medical Association as well as general prac- 
titioners, and therefore represented. Before the reorga~ 
nization of the Association the consultants were better 
represented than the general practitioners. 

Mr. WoLtsTENHOLME (Salford) supported the resolution 
of Sir Victor Horsley, as it seemed to him the Ethical 
Committee was merely carrying out the instructions of 
the Representative Meeting. The Ethical Committee had 
practically reported to a body of consultants when they 
reported to the Council of the Association, the Council 
being largely representative of consultants. 

Sir Victor Horsley’s motion was then carried by 70 
votes to 10. 

Upon the paragraph in the Council’s report referring to 
the Medico-Political Committee, Mr. WoLsTENHOLME, 





speaking in the interests of economy, urged that the 
number of members co-opted should be stated. The 
meeting appointed Committees of a certain number with 
power to co-opt, and he thought that power had been 
rather excessively used in some instances. If the Com- 
mittees would state in the Report the number of members 
co-opted, possibly the next Representative Meeting might 
give some instructions on the point. 

The CHAIRMAN said the point would be noted. The 
Medico-Political Committee was not a Committee which 
had power to co-opt, the only Committees having that 
power being the Hospitals Committee and the Organiza- 
tion Committee. 

Oa the part of the report dealing with the Public 
Health Committee, Sir Victor Horsey said that it was 
satisfactory to be able t> state that the contest at Halifax 
had just been decided ia favour of the Association. 

The CHAIRMAN said that was very cheering news 
indeed, and presently he would read a letter which the 
Council had received in reference to the matter. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME asked whether it was a fact that 
the Science Committee met elsewhere than in London. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it had, but that the matter did 
not come up on the report for this year. 

Mr. WOLSTENHOLME wished to know why, if this Com- 
mittee could meet in other places than London, other 
Committees cou!d not also meet elsewhere. 

The CHarrnMAN said he did not think there was any- 
thing to prevent other Committees meeting where they 
liked; it was merely a matter of the convenience of 
the Committees. 

Dr. Brassey Brreriey (Manchester West) observed that 
if the Representative Meeting would make some pro- 
nouncement on this question it would have a marvellous 
effect on the healthy working of the Association. If Com- 
mittees dealing with questions of great public interest 
could meet alternately in London and the provinces, the 
interest in those Committees would be wonderfully in- 
creased, and would, he was sure, bring the work of the 
Association more in touch with the provinces, 

Dr. WALTER SmitH (St, Pancras and Islington) asked 
whether, if a Committee met elsewhere than in London, 
the expenses of meeting would be increased. The staff 
would have to go to various parts of the country and take 
with them papers and documents connected with the 
business of the Committees that were kept in London; 
would not that mean a considerable increase in ¢xpense? 

The CHAIRMAN having remarked that Dr. Walter Smith 
had stated very pertinently a serlous objection to the 
propcsal, no resolution was moved on the matter. 


MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE Report OF COUNCIL. 

Dr. L. 8S. McManus (Wandsworth) moved, according to 
notice : 

That it is desirable that the main point in each paragraph 

of the annual report be printed in heavier type. 
The matter was really only intended for the considera- 
tion of the central office, but as it was on the agenda he 
hoped they would all agree that it was very desirable. 

Dr. E. B. Harris (Tottenham) did not approve of the 
suggestion, and would like to vote against it. 

The CHairMAN informed Dr. John Brown (Rochdale and 
Bury) that the change would not appreciably increase 
expenditure. 

The resolution was carried by 62 votes to 9. 


Medical Secretary’s Department. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME asked asa point of order whether 
the matter raised by a notice of motion standing in the 
name of the Stockport, Macclesfield, and East Cheshire 
Division, would not come up for discussion on the 
report of the Special Finance Inquiry Committee. 

The CHarrMAN said that he considered it preferable to 
take the discussion then instead of on the report of 
the Finance Committee, as the resolution was from @ 
Division. 

Mr. W. B. Housman (Stockport) thereupon moved on 
behalf of his Division: 

That in view of the continuous increase of the work in the — 
Medical Secretary’s department, and the delays that have - 
occurred in dealing with matters of the utmost importance 
to members of the British Medical Association, it be an 
instruction to the Central Council at once to consider the 
urgent necessity of increasing the paid medical secretariat, 
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this Division being of opinion that nothing will so enhance 
the advantages of membership of this Association as 
successful treatment of questions affecting the interests of 
members, and that any increased expenditure will 
be amply justified by the consequent increase of 
membership. 
The matter, he said, had come specially before his Divi- 
sion because it had encountered some difficulty in getting 
certain matters in which it was particularly interested 
considered, or rather brought to the notice of the Hospitals 
Committee. He knew that the Committee and the 
Medical Secretary were under the circumstances doing 
their very best, and he fully appreciated that they were 
most distinctly overworked, and that the matter the Divi- 
sion had to complain of was entirely due to that under- 
manning and overworking. Nevertheless there was an 
error, and when errors occurred heads of departments must 
accept responsibility for them. He considered that the 
letter that the Division had received from the Hospitals 
Committee entirely explained the matter, and it was with 
a view to preventing any recurrence of such a circum- 
stance that this resolution was drafted. He did not think 
he could very well bring forward all the reasons and 
arguments that prompted the Division to pass this reso- 
lution. Every argument had been distinctly and succinctly 
stated in the report of the Special Finance Inquiry Com- 
mittee, which had been placed in the hands of Representa- 
tives on the previous morning. In an appendix was a long 
statement from the Medical Secretary as to the enormous 
amount of work he had to do. He thought that any 
Divisional or Branch Secretary who realized that the work 
he had to do was multiplied 150-fold for the Medical Sec- 
retary with the secretarial work of various important com- 
mittees thrown in, could not but fully appreciate how very 
much overworked the Medical Secretaries must be. 

Mr. E, H. T. Nasu (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) was 
instructed by the two Divisions he represented to support 
most strongly this resolution of the Stockport Division. 
Speaking as a member of committees for some years at 
head quarters, he knew the enormous increase that had 
taken place in the work, and it was those who were in 
touch with the work at head quarters who appreciated 
most what this increase brought to the Medical Secretary 
and his department. He believed he was right in saying 


‘ that .the Stockport Division actually passed a vote of 


censure on the Medical Secretary some little time ago, 
and it was very striking that the Division, having passed 
a vote of censure on an officer, should within a very short 
period bring forward such a resolution as this. He felt 
with the Stockport Division that the best work they could 
do for the Asscciation was to increase the department, 
which would in the end increase the membership and add 
to the general strength of the Association. 

Mr. WoLstENHOLME (Salford) was sorry to dissent from 
the resolution. He believed that he was the one member 
of the Special Finance Inquiry Committee who did. He did 
not mean to say that the Medical Secretary’s department 
did not want strengthening somewhat, but he did not 
approve of the adding of another medical secretary and 
also an extensive staff as suggested in the report. He had 
no doubt that the Medical Secretary’s department and the 
Medical Secretary were rather overworked, but this was in 
his opinion partly the fault of the authorities and also in 
part the fault of the Association, which seemed to be eager 
to take up too many big questions at the same time. His 
opinion was that it was very much better to do a little less 
fussy work and to leave the Medical Secretary a little more 
time. The Association had a Medical Secretary and an 
Assistant Medical Secretary, and those two officials with 
an efficient lay staff and under the guidance of the various 
committees ought to be able to do all the necessary work 
of the Association for some years to come. 

Dr. Latimer (Swansea) believed that if all the members 
of the Association knew the amount of work done in the 
department they would not in any way endorse the senti- 
ments uttered by the last speaker, who had used a most 
inappropriate word in speaking of the Medical Secretary’s 
work as “fussy work.” In his opinion the more fuss they 
made over this work the better. The Medical Secretary’s 
department was absolutely overworked as it was at 
present, and there was very great danger that the man to 
whom they were very much indebted for the increased 
work done for the general benefit of the Association would 
break down, and he did not very well know how they 
could replace him, It was most important to the 





Association that it should have not only Mr. Smith 
Whitaker to do this work, but that he should have at his 
side an assistant to take part of the work from him. No 
doubt there were members of the Association who 
thought it had been pushing on too rapidly, but those who 
followed the JOURNAL would recognize, as Sir Victor 
Horsley had pointed out at the previous meeting when he 
resigned his Chairmanship of the Representative Meeting, 
they had now, for the first time in the history of the 
medical profession, a body to whom the Government and the 
great departments could turn for an authoritative voice in 
medical matters. He would say, without fear of contra- 
diction, that a large amount of the work and a large 
amount of the influence which the Association was 
obtaining was due to the fact that the Medical Secretary’s 
department had been superintended and worked in the 
energetic manner it had been. He therefore strongly 
supported the motion. 

Dr. J. BrasszEy Briertey hoped that the meeting 
would not entertain the resolution of the Stockport 
Division. He was in perfect sympathy with the diffi- 
culties of the Medical Secretary, and it was their duty to 
reduce his work as much as possible, but they could not 
afford to indulge in further extravagant expenses. 

Dr. J. LANapon-Down (Richmond) called attention to 
the amounts at present expended on the General Secre- 
tary’s department and the Medical Secretary’s depart- 
ment. On the first the Association was spending £3,500 
and on the other only £1,224. 

Mr. R. H. WotstENHOLME (Manchester, Salford) asked 
whether the figures for the General Secretary’s depart- 
ment included the cost of composing the JouRNAL, or 
whether it was merely the figures for the clerical staff. 

The CuHairman stated that they were purely for the 
clerical staff and for the management of the JourRNaL, 
and did not include the printing and the compositors’ 
wages. 

Dr. Lanapon-Down thought that the figures were vital 
in the consideration of the question. The margin for 
expansion in the Medical Secretary’s department was very 
large relative to the general work of the Association. 
Before the critics of the resolution were listened to they 
should define in some more accurate way the particular 
work they would leave undone, or which they thought 
ought not to have been done in the past. The only 
evidence of fussiness about the work was that it unavoid- 
ably became crowded up to the last minute when there 
was a flood of appendices and reports which it was im- 
possible to digest properly before the meeting. He 
hoped the resolution would be carried. 

Mr. G. H. BroapBENtT (North Manchester) said that Mr. 
Whitaker was originally appointed Organizing Secretary 
and subsequently became Medical Secretary. He seemed 
to be absorbing fresh duties continuously. The question 
was whether he ought to be encouraged in that. 

Mr. Kinsey (Chairman of the Ethical Committee) said 
that he would like to add the testimony of that Committee 
as to the work of the Medical Secretary. The resolution 
which that Committee had passed was as follows: 


That with reference to the complaint made by the Stockport, 
Macclesfield, and East Cheshire Division, the Committee 
having considered the matter cannot find any ground for 
imputing negligence or discourtesy on the part of the 
Medical Secretary. Further, that in the opinion of this 
Committee, the services of the Medical Secretary are of 
the utmost value to the Association, that the various 
departments in which he serves are working at great 
pressure, and that more assistance should be afforded him. 


That was a unanimous resolution. There was not a more 
self-sacrificing man in the profession than the Medical 
Secretary. It would be absolutely mean to ignore the 
services he had been rendering. He could say from his 
own personal experience that anybody who became inti- 
mately acquainted with the work done at the central office 
would feel that the work was neceseary if the Agsociation 
was to carry out the objects for which it was constituted, 
if it was to make the medical profession take a proper 
standing, and do the work which it was possible for the 
profession to do if its members acted unitedly. Thatcould 
not be done if the Medical Secretary's department was 
starved. It was absurd to say that the Medical Secretary 
made the work. He was working week-days and Sundays, 
and frequently day and night. He did not believe that 
there was anything like a majority in the meeting ir favour 
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of overworking and sweating and starving the Medical 
Secretary, and then ignoring his work. 

Dr. Ewen J. Maciean (Cardiff) felt that he should be 
remiss if he did not refer to the very eminent services 
which the South Wales and Monmouthshire Branch had 
received from the Medical Secretary. The headway which 
had been made had been entirely due to the supervision 
and the inspiration of the Medical Secretary. 

Mr. C. R. Straton (Salisbury) supported what had been 
said about the personal ability and zeal of the Medical 
Secretary, but the motion involved a large addition to the 
annual expenditure. In his remarks on the estimates for 
1907 the Treasurer had written: ‘Attention is called to 
this matter to remind members that for the next two years 
the Association has to face exceptional commitments out 
of its revenue.” However desirous they might be to 
appoint two, three, four, or five medical secretaries, they 
had to ask themselves the simple question, could they pay 
for it? At the present moment the Associa‘ion could not 
afford it. He thought a subcommit’ ee should be appointed 
to rearrange the work of the Se retaries. 

Dr. ALFRED Cox (Gateshead and Consett) asked the 
meeting to look at the question from the point of view of 
the present constitution and organization of the Associa- 
tion. It bad been asked whether the Association could 
afford to strengthen the staff; but he would ask, Can the 
Association afford to stand still? He was sorry that the 
resolution had not been taken in connexion with the 
report of the Special Finance Inquiry Committee. In that 
report there would be seen set out all the reasons why the 
Association could not stay where it was at present. Those 
who read that report must be convinced that the organ- 
izing and medico-political work of the Aszociation was 
reaching a point at which the organization was likely to 
break down unless the work was limited, but no member 
had suggested a single thing which the Association could 
drop. What item of the work which the Aesociation was 
doing could be left alone without danger to the Association ? 
The work of protecting the members was only beginning. 
The Asscciation must go on, and the only wey in which 
it could go on was by increasing the staff. He very cordially 
on behalf of his Division supported the resolution. 

Dr. W. Ewart (Westminster) moved an amend- 
merit to leave out the words “the urgent neces- 
sity of increasing the paid,” and the substitution of the 
words “inadequacy of the subsidy to the medical 
secretariat.” He desired to emphasize two points. First, 
the great pleasure it gave him to endorse every word said 
as to their indebtedness to the Medical Secretary; and, 
secondly, that it was not expedient to modify the con- 
atitution of the secretariat, and add a fresh office straight 
off by the act and deed of that meeting. He proposed the 
verbal alteration in order that there might be room for 
the meeting to recommend any measure temporarily 
adaptable to the circumstances with a view to the work to 
be done, and not to make a rigid recommendation which 
would commit the meeting to alterations or modifications 
which might or might not work. The present arrangement 
worked well, and what was wanted was more steam or oi), by 
means of which the machine could work more efficiently. 

Dr. W. Dovaras (Maidstone, ete.) pointed out that the 
future and success and increase in numbers of the Associa- 
tion depended upon the efficient working of the Medical 
Secretary’s office. Difficulties occurring in the Divisions 
were brought to him, and he dealt and grappled with 
them. If there were a breakdown there, the Association 
would be in a very serious condition, and in the case of 
emergency caused by illness or incapacity of the Medical 
Secretary it was necessary to have some one who knew the 
working of the office, otherwise the work would be stopped. 
Therefore it was essential for the wellbeing of the Associa- 
tion that they shduld, as soon as possible, take steps to 
carry out the recommendation of the Special Finance 
Inquiry Committee appointed last year which was 
embodied in the resolution. 

Mr. H. W. Armit (Hampstead) moved, and Mr. G. 
Westsy (Liverpool, Southern) seconded. that the question 
be now put; this was carried, and on Dr. Ewart’s amend- 
ment being put to the meeting, it was on a show of hands 
declared lost. 

Dr. J. Brassty Brigrtey (Manchester, West) moved : 

That in the opinion of this meeting it would be inadvisable 

to incur any further expense in any department of the 
Association at the present time. ; 





Mr. H. W. Armit (Hampstead) submitted that the 
amendment was a direct negative; but the CHarrgMan 
ruled otherwise. 

Dr. E. T. Davies (Liverpool, Northern) seconded the 
amendment. 

The amendment, on being put to the meeting, was 
lost. 

Dr. W. GossE (Isle of Thanet, Canterbury, and Faver- 
sham) inquired, if the resolution proposed were passed, 
what would be the probable increased annual expenditure 
to the Association? Was there any estimate ? 

The CHarrMAN replied that the only information was 
to be found in the report of the Finance Inquiry Com- 
mittee. He thought it was about £600. 

Mr. R. H. WoustennotmE (Manchester, Salford) pro- 
posed as an amendment to strike out all words after the 
word “once” and to insert “to consider the necessity of 
increasing the staff of the Medical Secretary.” He 
desired to say that any remarks he might have been 
understood to have made with regard to the personality of 
the Medical Secretary were not intended unkindly towards 
him, but merely as an expression of opinion that the 
Medical Secretary had taken up too much work and was 
too keen to do work which was not absolutely required, 
and also that the Council and Committees had forced him 
into doing more work than he need have done. As 
instances of that he cited the work carried on in connexion 
with the coroners of London, which was unnecessary. 
There was also the proposed work in reforming the Local 
Government Board, which had all led to nothing, 
and was quite untimely. Then a tremendous amount of 
work was done on the improvement of the Medical Acts 
Amendment Bill when there was no Parliament willing to 
undertake it, and it was quite premature. He maintained 
that if the Association were to take up one or two ques- 
tions and stick to them until they had been brought to a 
satisfactory termination, it would be all the better. He 
pressed his amendment because he felt that the Medical 
Secretary’s staff was not quite adequate. They had a 
Medical Secretary and an Assistant Medical Secretary at 
the present moment, and he did not see any need to add 
to the medical secretariat. He was prepared to propose 
that the Council should consider the question of improving 
or increasing the staff, but not the medical secretariat. 

Dr. St. CuatR SHADWELL (Walthamstow) seconded. 

Mr. E. H. T. Nasa asked that the names of the speakers 
and their Divisions might be announced from the Chair. 
He did so in order that scme of the newer members 
might be alive to the fa:t that all this opposition came 
from practically one Branch. 

Mr. F. C. Larkin (Secretary of the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Branch) did not think the opposition came from 
only one Branch, but from all parts of the country. 
There would always be differences of opinion, but those 
differences of opinion were more on the surface than in 
the depth. Hethought they would all agree either with 
the amendment or the original proposition if the right 
meaning were given to it. To him it seemed certain that, 
if the Medical Secretary’s department was to go on at all, 
it must be altered. He did not say that with any dis- 
courtesy to or disregard for the Medical Secretary, whom 
he had always found most obliging, most useful, and a 
most acceptable officer of the Asscciation ; but he did feel, 
the more he was thrown in contact with the two depart- 
ments, that the Medical Secretary’s department was not 
satisfactory to deal with. He was sure that Mr. Smith 
Whitaker knew that he had no ill-feeling towards him, 
but he felt that he was dealing with a department which 
was not properly managed, and that in dealing with the 
other department—Mr. Elliston’s department—he was 
dealing with a business department. For every time he 
wrote to Mr. Elliston, he had to write ten times to Mr. 
Smith Whitaker; and he felt that if the Association was 
to go on with the department at all, it should be properly 
conducted. The real question was whether the depart- 
ment was cr was not required. If it was required, it must 
be properly manned, and the Association must pay 
properly for it. He took it they were going to constitute 
the Central Council a Committee to consider thoroughly 
the organization of the Medical Seeretsry’s department, 
and from that point of view the meeting had no alter- 
native but to agree with the resolution. If the other 
meaning—namely, to constitute a new office—were 
attached to it, he. would feel compelled to vote 
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against it, because at a meeting like that things were too 
hurried and could not be sufficiently thought over. 

Dr. J. Hamintton (Glasgow and West of Scotland) 
inquired whether the words implied that the person to be 
appointed should be a medical man. He wished that to 
be clearly understood by the meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN said his ruling would be that the 
Stockport resolution involved the appointment of a 
medical man. 

After further discussion, Mr. Wolstenholme’s amendment 
was put and lost, 18 voting for it and 69 against. 

De. Bruck Gorr (Lanarkshire) moved as an amend- 
ment, secouded by Dr. D. J. MackintosH (Glasgow 
North-Western) : 


That it be an instruction to the Central Council at once to 
increase the salary of the Medical Secretary, and that his 
lay clerical staff be also increased in proportion to the 
increased work. 


in substitution for the words “to consider the urgent 
necessity of increasing the paid medical secretariat.” 
Dr. Bruce Goff said he was convinced that the work of the 
Medical Secretary was of a very important character; and 
all knew that he and his staff had been for a considerable 
time overworked. An enormous amount of work had been 
suddenly put upon the department, which formerly had 
not been taken up by the Association at all. Although 
comparisons were odious, yet comparisons had been made 
between the work of the Medical Secretary and the work 
of the General Secretary ; and figures had been adduced 
showing that a great deal more money had been spent 
on the General Secretary’s department than upon the 
Medical Secretary’s department. That arose not irom the 
salaries paid to the heads of the departments, but from 
the clerical staff employed. It had been stated that it 
was necessary for the Mcdical Secretary to have an under- 
stuJy; but the Medical Secretary already had an under- 
study ; he had an assistant, and an assistant of his own 
selection. He was at liberty to select the best man he 
could get hold of. They had in their General Secretary 
aman who had managed to select his under secretary and 
clerical staff in such a manner that he overtook his work 
without there being any complaint of overpressure. It 
was, he thought, in the clerical staff that assistance was 
needed; and, if a good assistant medical secretary and a 
good clerical staff were obtained, there was no reason why 
he should not be able to carry on the work of that 
department as well as the work of the other department 
was carried on. 

Mr. E. H. T. Nas (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) 
wished to correct a wrong impression which might have 
been created by what Dr. Bruce Goff had said. The Asso- 
ciation did not see its way to vote more than £250 a year 
for the Medical Secretary's understudy, and he did not 
think it was fair to put an exact interpretation on what 
Dr. Bruce Goff had said that he was at liberty to 
choose. To offer a man £250 a year to take the position 
was, he thought, little short of disgraceful. How could 
they expect to get a man with large experience of private 
and contract practice and a good general practitioner to 
take up an appointment at £250 a year? They must put 
the blame on the Association, which had been niggardly 
enough to offer no more than £250 a year. 

Dr Rayner (Stockport), having known something of the 
work of the Association in London for some years, strongly 
advised the meeting to pass the resolution proposed by 
the Stockport, Macclesfield, and East Cheshire Division. 
It was no use to say they must curtail the work of the 
Medical Secretary. On the contrary, he thought his work 
would increase, and the increase would be for the benefit of 
the Association. The work now done in the Medical 
Secretary’s office was simply the work that had been 
neglected in times gone by before the Association had an 
Organizing secretary. With regard to the amendment 
of Dr. Bruce Goff, that the salary of the Medical Secretary 
should be increased, he thought it very much better that 
the meeting should leave that to the committees cr to the 
Council, which knew what work was done much better 
than the members of the meeting. If any justification 
were wanted for the resolution of the Stockport Division 
it was to be found in the report of the Special Finance 
Inquiry Committee appointed by the Representative 
Meeting last year. 

Mr, G, H, BroapBent (North Manchester), on a point of 





order, questioned whether it was right to refer to a report 
that had not been passed. 

The CHarrMAN ruled that Dr. Rayner was perfectly in 
order in referring to a report which was pertinent to the 
discussion. 

Dr. Rayner, continuing, said that thereport of the Com- 
mittee stated that the Medical Secretary’s department 
wa3 undermanned, that the Medical Secretary was over- 
worked, and that unless relief was promptly granted great 
detriment to the department would result. He hoped 
that everybody would agree with the motion proposed by 
Mr. Housman and rectify the condition of things, so that 
more work might be done. The Association could not 
stand still; it must either go forward or go back, and he 
preferred to go forward. 

On the motion of Mr. H. W. Armit (Hampstead), 
seconded by Dr. H. A. Latimer (Swansea), it was agreed 
that the question be now pat. 

The amendment was lost. 

Dr. Lanapon Dows said it had been already ruled that 
the words “ medical secretariat” included a medical man. 
Would it also include an increase in the clerical staff 
non-medical ? 

The CHarrMAN ruled that it meant the whole staff of 
that branch of the office. 

Dr. Ruopss (Manchester): Another medical secretary ? 

The CuaiaMan said that it was not proposed to have a 
coequal. 

The Stockport resolution was then put. 

In reply to Dr. James ANDERSON (Blyth and Morpeth), 

The CuarrMaAn said that a two-thirds majority was not 
required. 

The resolution was carried by 89 votes to 13. 

Dr. GoypER moved, and Dr. J. WiLson seconded, the 
following rider: ; 

That it be an instruction to the Central Council to consult 
the Medical Secretary a; to the best means of arranging, 
—s and further systematizing the medico-secretaria} 
WOrKk. 

Dr. E. Rayner said that no one knew better than the 
Medical Secretary himself what his difficulties were, and 
the Council could not fail to consult with him, 

The resolution was withdrawn. 


CaPpiTATION GRANTS TO BRANCHES. 

Dr. L. 8S. McManus moved the following resolution on 
behalf of the Wandsworth Division : 

That the attention of the Representative Meeting having 
been drawn to the fact that the balances of Association 
funds in the hands of the home Branches were for 1904 
£2,300 ; 1905, £3,200 ; 1906, £3,700, for the use of which, a 
all events for the present, there seems no local demand, 
this meeting instructs the Central Counci! to call in such 
sums as it may consider desirable, having in view future 
grants and average probable local expenditures, in order to 
use the same for central expenses, anc also toward the 
organization of the various Divisions by increased medi- 
cal assistance as suggested by the Organization Com- 
mittee. 

There were, he said, some Branches and Divisions which 
could not, or at least did not, use their grants themselves, 
and were not in a position to let anybody else use them. 
Those sums of money were lying idle. As to Wandsworth, 
they might jadge from the name of the Division appearing 
so often on the agenda paper of the amount of interest 
taken by the Division in the work of the Association, but 
it often found itself handicapped by the fact that the 
amount of money granted was absolutely limited, and 
felt that as a general principle, where a Division showed a 
lively, actual, virile interest in the working of the Asso- 
ciation, it ought to be allowed the opportunity of working, 
and it would be only fair to dispose of the money in the 
way contemplated by the resolution. 

Dr. J. 8. Dartine (Portadown and West Down) thought 
the resolution should not be accepted without further 
information. He was the Treasurer of a Branch that was 
fairly active and had a little money, but that money was 
not increasing; in fact it was rather decreasing. It 
would be a serious thing to cripple a Branch by taking 
from it any balance it might have. The resolution should 
be looked into pretty closely before it was passed. 

Mr. H. A. Batuance (Norwich) hoped the resolution 
would not be accepted. Oa the ground of expediency and 
on the ground of harmony within the Association, he did 
not think it would be wise for the Council at the present 

































































6 Surr_eMEnt To TAB 
9 Barrise Mepicet Jocawat 


ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE MEETING, 





[Auc. 3, 1999, 








time to make an attempt to call up these surplus funds. 
It had been laid down by the Solicitor that the Council 
had power to call in the surplus funds should it so wish 
on any pretext whatever—if the Association, for instance, 
were wound up—these balances being really the assets of 
the Association. The Special Finance Inquiry Committee 
proposed, as would be seen by reference to the report, that 
the capitation grant to the Branches should be limited to a 
smaller sum than 4s. should the Council so decide. If the 
meeting accepted the report of the Committee, that pro- 
posal would limit very considerably the funds a Branch 
might accumulate. In addition it was proposed that the 
Treasurer of each Branch should refund to the Treasurer 
of the Association moneys in excess of the requirements 
for the year. Thoze two provisions would, he thought, be 
quite sufficlent to prevent surplus funds accumulating to 
any extent. It would be well to let bygones be bygones 
and allow the surplus funds already accumulated to remain 
in the bands of the Branches. 

Dr. F. J. H. Coutts (Blackpool and Isle of Man) sup- 
plemented what Mr. Ballance had said by the remark that 
by the time any resolution could come into operation the 
Association would probably be under new conditions. 
Some Divisions, like the Wandsworth. had many 
meetings, while in some country Divisions the place 
of meeting was distant. He thought the resolution pre- 
mature, and that when Branches and Divisions had the 
opportunity of doing a little more as they liked with their 
fands, they would find objects on which to expend them. 

Dr. J. MoNrpper (East Yorks and North Lincoln) 
observed that the amount stated in the resolution was 
£3,700, and asked if it included amounts in the hands of 
Divisions. Hefound that in his own Branch the sum 
stated .to be in the hands of that Branch corresponded 
with the amount stated in the SuppLEMENT of April 27th, 
1907, as being in the hands of one of the Divisions. 

The CHAtRMaN said the amount given in the resolution 
was only the amount in the hands of the Branches. The 
Committee had not been able to get at the amount in the 
hands of the Divisions. 

Dr. E. J. Maczean (Cardiff) asked whether the amounts 
stated included: the balances in hand at the time cf the 
institution of the new constitution. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the balance represented the 
amount that bad accrued since the new constitution was 
introduced. No notice was taken of the amount in the 
hands of the Branches before that. That amount was 
entirely in their hands to do as they pleased with. 

Dr. W. Dovuaias (Maidstone, Rochester, and Chatham) 
said this was a very similar resolution to one he brought 
before the meeting last year, and he had pleasure in sup- 
porting it, but he did not feel very much concerned in the 
matter, because it was pretty certain the Council would 
be forced to bring the money into the central coffers when 
the reorganization took place. 

Dr. A. WALKER (Edinburgh, South) said that he was 
instructed to oppose the resolution, which, on being put 
to the meeting, was lost by a large majority. 


REBUILDING DEBENTURES. 

The CHaArrMAN sald that he had permitted Dr. 
McManus to alter the form of the resolution standing in 
the name of the Wandsworth Division, which was 
accordingly moved in the following form : 

That it be an instruction to the Council to take into con- 
sideration the desirability of giving members of the 
Association the opportunity to subscribe for the £40,000 
in debentures, in whole or in part, in order that the 
interest from the same should be paid to them instead of 
any outside body (7e new buildings). 


Mr, F.C. Larkin asked if there was anything to pre- 
vent members of the Association from subscribing for 
these debentures. 

The CHAIRMAN said the resolution was really an 
instruction to the Council to consider the matter. 

Mr. BROADBENT (Manchester, North) would vote against 
the resolution because, from what he had seen of the plans 
and elevation, the new building in the Strand would not 
be to the credit of the Association. He wished to know 
how it was that the members of the Association, and 
especially members of the Representative Body, had not 
bad the plans put in their hands. They were shown to 
members in an informal way twelve months ago, but 
there was no chance of going through them properly. 





Dr. Pop called attention to a statement in the artistic 
column of the Morning Post on the previous day, wherein 
it was stated that the new buildings were the commence- 
ment of a new artistic era in Western London. 

The CHarrMAN Observed that both Mr. Broadbent’s and 
Dr. Pope’s speeches were out of order. 

Dr. WattTER SmitTH (St. Pancras and Islington) moved 
as an amendment that the words specifying the sum of 
£40,0C0 should be deleted. 

Mr. W. L. Muir (Glasgow East) seconded the amend- 
ment, and asked what was the interest the Treasurer 
would have to pay to the bank for any overdraft that 
might be required, and what was the interest proposed to 
be paid on the debentures if issued by themselves ? 

The CHArInMAN said the amount that would have to be 
paid on an overdraft would be the ordinary bank rate, 
with a minimum of 4 percent. The interest proposed to 
be paid on the debentures was not more than 4 per 
cent. 

Dr. McManus accepted the words “the amount 
necessary” instead of “£40,000.” 

Dr. SHADWELL (Walthamstow), on a point of order, 
quoted Article 4 of the Memorandum of Association, 
which provides that the income and property of the 
Association from whatever source derived shall be applied 
solely towards the promotion of the objects of the Asso- 
ciation, and that no portion thereof shall be paid or trans- 
ferred directly or indirectly by way of dividend or bonus 
or by way of profit to persons who at any time are or have 
been members of the Association or to any person 
claiming through any of them. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he did not think that pro- 
vision affected the resolution, but he had no doubt that 
the effect of the Memorandum and Articles of Assgocia- 
tion would be considered by the mecting when it decided 
whether or not it would carry out the Council’s recom- 
mendations. 

The resolution as amended was then put, and was 
carried nem. con, 


APPORTIONMENT OF MEMBER’S ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


Dr. McManvs (Wandsworth) moved, with reference to 
the Addendum to the Annual Report of the Council 
(SUPPLEMENT of June 15.h, p. 399): 


That in the report on the apportionment of a member's 
annual subscription of 253. fall particulars as to the 
amount spent under the heading ‘‘ Meetings of Council, 
Representatives, and Committees, Salaries, Library,” etc., 
are desirable. 


He had, he said, been asked by many men whom he had 
pressed to become members, ‘What do you get for the 


subscription beyond the JourNnaL?” They did not realizethe . 


work being done in the interests of the profession. If the 
25s. could be apportioned under the various headings s0 
as to show that the supply of the JournaL was only 
part of the enormous work of the Association, very many 
recruits would come in. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME (Manchester, Salford) suggested 
that in future the cost of producing the JourNat should 
be separated from the cost of posting it. 

Dr. F. J. Barpon (Southport) asked Dr. McManus to 
define the word “etc.” in his motion. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested the substitution of the word 
“fuller” for “ fall” in the motion. 

This was agreed to, and the motion so altered was 
carried. 

Mr. Nasu (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) moved the 
following rider: 


That a copy of the report be circulated to every member of 
the profession who is not a member of the British Medical 
Association, drawing attention to the amount of work the 
—— is doing on behalf of the profession as & 
whole. 


In answer to a question by Dr. Pore (Leicester), the 
CuHaArrMAN stated that it seemed that the object of the 
proposal was a legitimate object to which to put the 
money of the Association. p 

The motion was seconded by Mr. H. Exiiot-BLAKE 
(Chichester and Worthing and Horsham). ; 

Dr. ALFRED Cox (Gateshead ‘and Consett) said that it 
was the custom of the Association every year to send & 
free copy of the JournaL to non-members, and it would 
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be a very good thing to send the fuller details mentioned 
in the resolution just passed as an inset, 

The CHairman stated that the General Secretary in- 
formed him that owing to the postal arrangements it 
would be impossible to carry out this suggestion. There 
would be an extra charge for postage on every JoURNAL in 
which the slip was inserted. 

Mr. F. C. Larkin presumed that a properly drawn 
circular would be sent. He did not think that anything 
else would be of any use. 

De. R. L, Lanapon-Down (Richmond) said that in the 
report of the Finance Committee there was a very 
admirable summary of the history and work of the 
Association. The esgential part of that would form a 
very valuable basis for the proposed circular. 

Sir Victor Horstry (Marylebone) said that the drawing 
up of a memorandum of the kind suggested must be done 
by some committee ; and he would suggest that Mr. Nash 
should move that it be .an instruction to the Organization 
Committee to carry out this work. 

Mr. Nasu said that he would accept the suggestion on 
the understanding that the circular should be as brief as 
possible. - 

Mr. H. Ettiot-Biake (Chichester, etc.) also agreed to 
the suggestion. 

The following motion was then carried : 

That it be an instruction to the Organization Committee to 

prepare a brief circular to be sent out to non-members of 
the Association. 


THE FINANCIAL YEAR, 

Mr. Percy Ross (Stratford) moved: 

That the Council be asked to consider the advisability of 
making the financial year of the Association terminate 
on the 31st March of each year. 

The resolution was seconded by Dr. P, D. TurNER (Isle 

of Wight). 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the proposal would involve 
altering one of the Articles of Association. 

Mr. Rose said that he merely wished that the Council 
should consider its advisability. 

Dr. Pore (Leicester) asked whether it had been taken 
into account that the proposal would destroy all 
comparison with former years. 

Dr. WALTER SmiTH (St. Pancras and Islington) said that 
the proposal would not give an opportunity to the Divi- 
sions to consider the accounts before the annual 
meetings. 

Dr. W. Murr §miTH (Eastbourne) said that in the 
present state of the Association, and in view of the 
possibility of further changes taking place in the con- 
stitution of the Association, it seemed hardly worth while 
to disturb the present state of affairs. 

Dr. ARNOLD H. Watkins (Griqualand West) said that it 
would not be to the advantage of the Colonial Branches 
to change the financial year by making it end three 
months later, since it would deprive them of all oppor- 
tunity of considering the financial report. 

The resolution was put to the meeting and lost. 

The report of the Council as amended was then 
agreed to. 

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN, 

The CHAIRMAN said that it was necessary sometimes 
that the Chairman of the Representative Meeting should 
take action during the year without application for per- 
mission. That had been the case very little during the 
past year, but on one occasion he had to give a decision 
without being able to apply to the Representative Meeting. 
The question was raised by the Wandsworth Division as 
regards election to the General Medical Council, and some 
of the Divisions got hold of the idea that the Representa- 
tive Meeting had made a pronouncement upon the matter. 
He wrote a letter to the JourNAL explaining the position 
of affairs and saying that the Representative Meeting had 
not laid down any rule upon the matter, and that the 
Divisions were perfectly free to exercise their own judge- 
ment. He asked for the approval of the meeting of his 
action with regard tothat. (‘Agreed.”) The next thing 
was a matter of detail; but it was necessary that he should 
report to the iueeting that he had recommended the 
Council to fix Saturday, July 27th, for the first day of the 
Representative Meeting, because he considered that it 
Was necessary to get the work over, so that it should not 
Clash with the scientific and social part of the gathering. 





They would never work harmoniously if some men were 
grambling at having to miss the sections, and so he 
thought it would be better to propose that the meeting 
shouid be held on the Saturday, and he asked for the 
approval of the meeting upon his action in the matter. 
(‘* Agreed.”) 
Mepico-PoriticaL CoMMITTEE. 

The discussion on the report of the Medico-Political 

Committee was postponed. 


ELECTION OF COMMITTEES, 

The CHAIRMAN announced that in view of the probabilily 
that the work would not last much beyond the second day 
he moved the following amendment to the Standing 
Orders: 

That the names be handed in to the Secretary not Jater than 

one hour after the beginning of Monday’s first session. 

To this the meeting agreed. 

Dr. HAMILTON inquired whether it was essential that 
each member nominated should be a Representative, to 
which the CHarrMaN replied that any member of the 
Association might be nominated. 

It being 1 o'clock, the meeting at this point adjourned 
till 2 p.m. 

EraicaL ComMitTer’s Report. 

Mr KInsEy, in moving the reception of the report of 
the Ethical Committee, observed that it would be seen 
from the first paragraph that the work had been at least 
equal to that in any previous year. It would be possible 
to diminish the work of the Medical Secretary if more 
work were done in the provinces, and if proper rules were 
adopted, and every Division conformed strictly to them. 
The amount of work that was done in correcting work 
which had been wrongly done, and in doing work which 
had been left undone, would be a surprise to many, and he 
would request every Representative to use his influence 
in his Division without loss of time for the adoption of 
proper ethical rules of procedure. In this not only would 
the work in the office be considerably diminished, but the 
profession in general would become better educated in 
doing this work. As{othe next paragraph, which cealc 
with the cases of expulsion of members, he need only say 
that that was the most painful business which the Ethical 
Committee had to do. With regard to the presentation of 
cases to the General Medical Council, it would be remem- 
bered that Jast year the Representative Meetirg passed a 
resolution to the effect that it was absolutely necessary in 
the interests of the medical profession that the Asso- 
elation should take up cases of a penal nature before the 
General Medical Council as complainants. The Com- 
mittee had acted in strict obedience to these instruc- 
tions; like every other Committee, it was fully conscious 
that it was its business merely to follow out the instruc- 
tions given to it by the Council and by the Representative 
Meeting; it was not its business and it was not its respon- 
sibility to say whether the thing was right or not. Its 
business was to carry out instructions, and that, he 
maintained, had been done. It was true that the 
Ethical Committee had recommended the Represen- 
tative Meeting Ja:t year to pass the resolution, and 
therefore might be considered morally responsible for 
that. He would relate in a few words the circumstances 
alluded to in the report which induced the Committee to 
bring the resolution before the meeting last year. There 
were in Wales two medical men who were carrying on a 
perfectly honest and legitimate practice amongst what 
was usually called the lower middle class. Some Jay 
person took it into his head that it would be very desirable 
to get the practice of these two gentlemen intoaclub. It 
would have been ruinous to these two gentlemen to carry 
on their practice on the terms of an artisan club, and as 
they declined the propogal the layman imported a stranger. 
The Committee was informed that this person who had 
imported the stranger was touting all over the neighbour- 
hood for patients, and the stranger was informed that 
the employment of an agent to tout for him was contrary 
to the regulations of the General Medical Council. The 
services of the agent were then discontinued, and he 
began to tout for himself. His conduct was investi- 
gated and reported to the General Medical Council 
by the Committee, under the belief that the General 
Medical Council, having the whole statement of the 
case clearly laid before it, would itself take action. 
But at the last moment the General Medical Council 
sent word to the Association that it must appear 
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as complainant or get somebody else to do so. The Com- 
mittee had to telegraph t> Wales, and absolutely at the 
last moment these two gentlemen came up; it fortunately 
¢urned out that they were exce.lent witnesses in the case, 
and the result was that a stranger who had been imported 
was taken off the Register by the General Medical Council. 
If these two practitioners had not happened to have the 
courage to come up or the capacity to represent their 
ease properly they would simply have been ruined. It 
would be seen from the letters in the Journat that 
the Committee was accused of being sentimental. The 
sentiment, if sentiment it were, was this: that they 
did not approve of honest and upright men, less 
fortunate than some members of the Association, 
being sweated and deprived of their living because the 
Association would not lift a finger to help them. If that 
was sentiment then the Committee was sentimental. It 
was in consequence of that experience that the Committee 
had drafted the resolution which was brought as a recom- 
mendation before the Council in July, 1906. The Council 
then determined to postpone the consideration of their 
resolution till October. In the meantime in August, the 
resolution was brought before the Representative Meeting 
and passed. The Council took no referendum on it, and the 
Committee waited until October when work began again, 
and then presented a minute informing the Council that 
the Committee had instructed the Emergency Subcom- 
mittee to bring forward cases in consultation with the 
solicitor before the General Medical Council as com- 
plainants when there was any urgency in the matter. 
The Council did not consider that minute nor did 
it recollect the resolution on which it had not taken 
any referendum and which it had postponed until 
October. On January 11th, 1907, the Committee received 
a letter from the late Chairman of Council, saying that, as 
he was now a member of the General Medical Council, he 
thought it was incumbent upon him t» retire from the 
Ethical Committee. Shortly afterwards a strong resolu- 
tion was brought before the Council condemning the 
Committee for the action they had taken. The Chairman 
of Council had taken the opinion of counsel, Mr. Colquhoun 
Dill. Among the objects of the Association were the 
maintenance of the honour and the interests of the 
medical profession and the doing of other such lawful 
things as were incidental or conducive to the attainment 
of such objects. A suggestion made by one of the greatest 
authorities on company law was to the following effect: 
“You may do certain things which are absolutely speci- 
fied ; other things are not specified; what | advise you to 
do is to go on with your good work until somebody stops 
you. Nobody can say whether it is Jegal or illegal, except 
@ judge of the High Court, and no one can bring an 
injunction in the High Court against you except a 
member of your own Association who could say that the 
money of the Association was being improperly spent.” 
The following is fhe opinion that Mr. Colquhoun Dill 
expressed : 

The question whether the existing Association has power to 
act as prosecutor or complainant in proceedings before the 
General Medical Council, and to epply its fands for that pur- 

se, depends upon the construction of the third clause of the 

emorandum of Association. The wording of that clause is 
such tkat the methods described in paragraphs (a) to (e) are 
made parts of the objects for which the Association is estab- 
lished. The objects are, in fact, not merely the promotion of 
medical and ailied sciences, and the maintenance of the 
honour and the interests of the medical profession, but such 
promotion and such maintenance by the aid of certain pre- 
scribed methods. It is clear that paragraphs (a) to (d) 
do not authorize the proceedings in question; and since 
¢hose paragraphs form part of the description of ‘the 
above objects” mentioned in paragraph (e), that para- 
graph does not in my opinion extend the objects beyond 
those referred to in the preceding parts of the clause. 
Even if the clause ought to be construed less strictly, the 
objects being taken to be the promotion of the sciences and 
the maintenance of the honour, etc., and the lettered para- 
graphs being taken as merely descriptive of means of carrying 
out these objects, still, I consider it extremely doubtful 
whether the proceedings in question can be said to be inci- 
dental or conducive to the attainment of those objects. It is 
meéterial to observe that the Articles contain no indication 
that the proceedings in question were considered to be 
included in the sphere of operations of the Association. For 
these reasons I am of opinion that the Association cannot 
safe'y engage in the proceedings referred to or apply their 


- funds for that purpose. 


That was the whole of the opinion, and the question 








was, What did it mean? It meant, as he thought, that 
if the Association went on, somebody within the Associa- 
tion might bring an injunction to restrain it. It did 
not necessarily follow that the injunction would be 
obtained, and if the great majority of the Association 
determined to go on with this work, what would be the 
position of any member of the Association who had the 
temerity to bring an injunction to stop the work which 
was felt to be absolutely necessary in order to help, 
not the least deserving, but the less prosperous and 
the less fortunate members of the profession? The whole 
matter was discussed at great length by the Council, 
which decided by 24 to 14 to proceed to the next ques- 
tion. He had no wish to say anything to persuade the 
meeting in any way. The business of the Committee 
was simply to carry out instructions, but he wanted the 
meeting to understand what the position would be if the 
Association neglected those members of the profession 
who were most in need. Only two objections had been 
raised: one was as to the position of members of the 
Association who were members of the General Medical 
Council. If the Association went on acting as com- 
plainants, those of its members who were fortunate 
enough to become members of the General Medical 
Council would have to resign the Association. The 
other objection would be brought forward by Dr. Hamilton, 
who would propose that the Committee had acted ultra 
vires as regarded the legal side of the question. What he 
now had to propose was: 

That this meeting approves the action of the Ethical Com- 
mittee, and expresses the opinion that so long as such 
action is desirable on other grounds it should not be dis- 
continued only on the ground of the position of members 
of the General Medical Council. 

Dr. Macan (Croydon) ceconded. 

Dr. Pore desired to say something to some extent. 
justifying the course taken by the Council. As one of 
those who voted in favour of passing to the next business 
he could say that what was in his mind, and what he 
believed was in the mind of the great majority who had 
voted as he did, was as follows: What Mr. Kinsey had 
said was perfectly true, and the particular case which he 
had brought forward was one specially calculated to appeal 
to their sympathies and to make them think that the 
action of the Ethical Committee was right in every respect. 
But, what appeared to him was that, though the resolu- 
tion passed at the last Representative Meeting did indicate 
that they thought that the Association ought to proceed 
in euch cases, yet it gave no mandate to any individual 
committee or to the Ethical Committee to do so off their 
own bat. He was not going to oppose the resolution, 
because it appeared to him that if the meeting passed the 
resolution in its present form it would be giving the 
Ethical Committee a mandate. He maintained that the 
resolution of last year did not specify the Ethical Com- 
mittee as the proper persons to act in the matter. It did, 
on the face of it, look as though the Council had, by 
24 votes to 14, said that it ought not to have acted; but 
the reason was, not that the Council thought the action 
was not right but that it thought that the Committee 
had no mandate from the Representative Meeting. 

The motion was then put and carried by 91 votes for to 
2 against. 

Dr. J. HAMILTON, member of Council for Glasgow and 
West of Scotland Branch, moved: 

That in view of the letter of the President of the General 
Medical Council, and in view of counsel’s opinion, placed 
before the Central Council at the meeting of June 5th last, 
this Representative Meeting do hereby rescind for the 
present the resolution (Minute 312) passed at the Annual 
— Meeting of 1906 in the following terms, 
namely: 

That it is absolutely necessary, in the interests of the 
medical profession, that the Association should take u 
cases of a penal nature before the General Medical Council, 
as complainants. ; 

He said that to ask the meeting to rescind a resolution 
agreed to so recently as last year was perhaps an unusual 
course, and probably scarcely justifiable under ordinary 
circumstances ; but if he was able to show the meeting 
that they had come to a decision without sufficient , 
consideration at the time, and if the year had brought out 
fresh facts and thrown new light on the far-reaching effect 
of the decision, contrary probably to what the meeting 
anticipated, an excuse for his attitude might be found. 
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In support of his firat point—that the matter was 
not fully considered at the last meeting—ne stated that up 
till then the Ethical Committee in its yearly reports had 
congratulated itself upon having been thoroughly suc- 
cessful in bringing into the path of righteousness by a 
little gentle moral suasion men who had strayed into the 
broad path. In the minutes of the Uxford meeting was 
the report of the Ethical Committee, in which it stated 
that it had been able by moral suasion to settle a case 
perfectly amicably. At the Leicester meeting a like 
report was put forward, and at the end of it the Com- 
mit:ee congratulated itself and said that the cases showed 
the necessity of proper and prompt action in inquiring 
into cases which might require to be reported to 
the General Medical Council. It was only in the 
minutes of last year that the Committee seemed to 
find the necessity for something stronger, and it came 
up in the form of a recommendation to the Council. 
Now, according to the Council’s proceedings on July 4th 
(reported in the SurrLemMENT of July 14th), the same 
resolution was brought before it by the Ethical Com- 
mittee, and an amendment was moved that the matter 
be postponed until the October meeting of the Council. 
In spite of that reverse, however, the Ethical Com- 
mittee brought the resolution forward in its annual 
report to the Representa‘ive Meeting. Was the matter 
treated with sufficient care when it came before the 
Representative Meeting a year ago? In looking up 
the JourNnaL he had discovered a serious discrepancy 
between the report of the July meeting last year 
and the minutes of the meeting. The matter was in 
the minutes, but the minutes of that meeting had been 
passed as correct on the very last day of the R-pre- 
sentative Meeting; and he put it to those present whether 
the minutes were likely to be reali through at the last 
moment, when scarcely a quorum was available? In the 
SUPPLEMENT of August 4th, 1906, there was some reference 
to the matter. Sir Victor Horsley spoke with reference to 
the General Medical Council, and said that if a com- 
plainant did not appear it undoubtedly placed the General 
Medical Council in a somewhat false position, and so on. 
Bat the report m2ntioned two things—one that the neces- 
sary information must be supplied to the Committee by 
those locally concerned, and the other that the Association 
should not be placed in the position of complainant or 
prosecutor before the Council, but should simply report 
facts in its possession. Then Mr. Kinsey had gone on to 
suggest that an instruction should be given to the Ethical 
Committee to go further and act as complainant, but 
according to the report he was not stated to have made a 
definite motion about it. He (Dr. Hamilton) would go so 
far as to deny that any motion was passed at the Repre- 
sentative Meeting in July, 1906. The only way in 
which the difference between the two documents could 
be decided was to call for the shorthand notes of 
the meeting; but he understood that they were not 
available. He would not like to labour the point 
too much, because the Ethical Committee had made up its 
mini that it had got an instruction from the Representa- 
tive Meeting, and he presumed that he must take it that 
it did get that instruction. He felt, however, whether 
it got it or not, that the report showed that the 
matter was not seriously considered. Passing to his 
second point, Dr. Hamilton said that, even supposing the 
resoluti n had been threshed out and arrived at after care- 
ful consideration, were not the incidents which had 
occurred since a sufficient justification for calling a halt ? 
He asked the meeting to consider the fact that Mr. Kinsey 
had menticned—that they were face to face with the 
resignation of all those members of the Association who 
were members of the General Medical Council. He further 
asked them to consider whether they were not paying a 
very big price for the permission they were supposed to 
have given to the Ethical Committee to prosecute. It was 
not merely the money value of their subscriptions which 
the Association lost, but the prestige they lost through the 
resignation of eminent men. 

Sir Victron Horsity (Marylebone) rising to a point of 
order. asked if the meeting had not by a resolu‘ion settled 
that point. 

The CHAIRMAN assented. 

_ Dr. J. Hamu.ron thereupon closed his remarks by mov- 
ing his resolution. 

The CuarrMan inquired if the resolution was seconded. 





) 


Dr, A. WALKER (Edinburgh South) seconded. 

Mr. W. L. Muir (Glasgow East) asked Dr. Hamilton 
whether his motion was an official one passed at a meet- 
ing of the West of Scotland Branch, or was it a motion off 
Dr. Hamilton’s “ own bat ”? 

Dr. J. Hamiston said it was a motion entirely off his 
own bat. 

Mr, W. L. Murr said that he could honestly assure 
the meeting from his knowledge of the general prac- 
titioners in Glasgow, particularly in the east end of it 
—ani he had spoken to a great many—that not one of 
them had any sympathy with Dr. Hamilton’s resolution. 

In answer to Dr. JoHN Brown’s inquiry as to whether 
Dr. Hamilton had power to vote on his proposition, 

The CuatrMan replied in the negative, but added that 
he had power to move the resolution. 

Dr. E. J. MacuEan Cardiff) inquired whether, it being 
a motion on behalf of a private member, it was in order in 
appearing on the agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. Kinsgy, in reply, said: Dr. Hamilton tells us 
that in July the Council postponed the considera- 
tion of this matter, because of its seriousness, till 
October. Was it because it was so serious that it 
was forgotten in October? The Ethical Committee, 
at the time it passed that resolution, decided to 
bring it before the Council and before the Repre- 
sentative Meeting, so that there was no discourtesy. 
Further, Dr. Hamilton said the minute was incorrect, 
that it was passed on the last day of the meeting, and 
that every one in the Representative Meeting was so busy, 
that an important matter of that kind was rushed through. 
He begged to remind the meeting that he had called atten- 
tion to the incorrectness of the report; and any one who 
read that report would see from the remarks he (the 
speaker) had made that they did notapply to the two para- 
graphs in small print which preceded his explanation, but 
that, as explained at the meeting, it was to the paragraphs 
one of which was before them now. If the hurry were so 
great, whoever made the mistake in reporting might be 
excused. lf the whole body was in such a terrible hurry, 
they could not be surprised if the reporters were some- 
what overdone. But why did not Dr. Hamilton notice it 
then or subsequently, and bring it before the Council P? 
The Ethical Committee had not made up its mind to do 
anything except what it was instructed todo. It did not 
consider that it had any mandate from the Council ; and, 
in proof of that, passed a resolution on June Zlst to the 
effect that the Committee “ report the facts to the Annual 
Representative Meeting, and in the meantime take no 
action as regards bringing penal cases before the Genera) 
Medical Council.” That would show that the Committee 
had no desire to act beyond its instructions inany way at all. 

Mr. E. H. T. Naso (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) 
observed that it seemed to be in doubt who was to take 
any action which was required—whether that meeting was 
to give a mandate to the Ethical Committee, or allow the 
Council to do so. It rather seemed to him that the 
Ethical Committee were at loggerheads with the 
Council. 

Dr. E. J. Mactean inquired whether the Chairman had 
said that a motion by an individual member was in order 
when appearing on the agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN did not see how any difficulty arose. 
Every member of the Representative Meeting, whether a 
member of the OCouncil or a Representative, had a 
right to move any resolution, and it was for the con- 
venience of the meeting that every motion should be put 
on the agenda if possible. 

Dr. WALTER Situ (St. Pancras and Islington) inquired 
whether it should not be stated on the agenda whether it 
wa3 a motion from the individual member himself or 
f:om his Division. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that that was quite a different 
thing. 

Mr. Ecxuiot-Buake (Chichester and Worthing, and 
Horsham) inquired whether, in accordance with counsel’s 
opinion, the Association could take up penal cases. ; 

The CHAIRMAN replied that whether counsel’s opinion 
as read out by Mr. Kinsey was to be accepted or whether 
the meeting would take up the position that the Asso- 
ciation should go on with the work was a matter for the 
meeting to decide. The point had never been decided 
whether the proposed course of action was legal or 
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illegal, and it could not be decided till a case had been 
tried. The question then was, Would the Association 
take the risk? for until the point was decided by a court 
of law on an application for an injunction against the 
Association the question would not be settled. 

Dr. Hamitton’s resolution was then put to the meeting, 
the voting being 1 for and 98 against. 


Eraicat Aspects oF MepicaL CoNSULTATION. 

Mr. Kinsey brought up the report of the Ethical Com- 
mittee on the ethical aspects of medical consultation.* 
Many of the Divisions had sent up opinions for considera- 
tion, but the Committee was anxious to get the general sense 
of that meeting on thoge opinions of the Divisions. It was 
most desirable to obtain a consensus of opinion throughout 
the profession. The Ethical Committee did not wish to 
impose any opinion upon the meeting, neither did it want 
any Division to carry out the recommendations as they 
stood, but rather that opinions should be collected for 
reconsideration, perhaps several times, by the Ethical 
Committee, by the Representative Meetings, by the 
Council, and by consultants. The force of a document 
which ought to be the Jaw of the profession for many 
years to come would be very much diminished unless a)l 
parties were satisfied that they had had a thorough oppor- 
tunity of considering and making their opinions known. 
Therefore, he moved : 

That the report be referred to the Central Ethical Com- 

mittee with instructions to take into consideration the 
following specific matters, namely: 


Those matters would be any brought forward that day in 
connexion with the resolutions on the agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that some difficulty had been 
felt as to the best way: of dealing with the resolutions from 
the Divisions. The business was so very important in 
connexion with the internal work of the Association 
between ordinary practitioners and consultants that it 
ought to be thoroughly threshed out; and he did not 
thiok the meeting was quite in a position to do that at 
once. The amendments which had come up from 
Divisions ought, he thought, to be considered by the 
meeting, which should instruct the Ethical Committee 
with regard to them. 

Mr. H. A. BALuance (Norwich) said that the first amend- 
ment of his Division was simply a matter of drafting, that 
in the paragraph on the “ Arrangements for Consultations” 
the words “any person” be inserted before the word 
“ other” in the fourth line. 

Dr. E, J. MacuEAn (Cardiff) presumed there might be an 
application by a person who was not a medical attendant. 

Mr. H. A. Batuance said it was put broadly as “ other 
person ”—“ other” would include lay and medical persons. 

Mr. W. H. Horrocks (Bradford) inquired whether, if 
the practitioner made arrangements for the consultation, 
he was responsible for the fee. 

The CHarrMAN said that the inquiry was not in order in 
regard to the matter under discussion. 

Dr. E. T. Davies (Liverpool Northern) thought this 
verbal alteration did not alter the pith of the resolution, 
and he inquired what the object of it was. 

Mr. H. A. Batuance replied that, if read as the Ethical 
Committee proposed, it might be understood to mean 
another medical man; the words “any person other,” 
would include lay or medical. 

The suggestion was referred to the Ethical Committee 
for consideration. 

Mr. H. A. Batuance said that the next proposal was of 
much more importance ; it was with reference to the para- 
graph, “Cases seen at consultant's house,” which read: 
“It is in general the duty of the practitioner consulted to 
ascertain the facts as to the previous medical attendance.” 
The Norwich Division thought he ought always to ascer- 
tain the facts as to the previous medical attendance, and 
therefore proposed to omit the words “‘in general.” 

Dr. K, A. Grossmann (Liverpool Western) said that, as 
the paragraph stood, the obligation to ascertain the facts 
was laid on “the practitioner consulted.” -Some of his 
friends had privately told him, two of them being 
specialists who did not consider themselves consultants, 
that they could not accept this. He thoughtitsheuld read 
“consultant,” instead of “ practitioner consulted.” 

Mr. F.C. Larkin thought it useless to make r:com- 
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mendations about consultants unless it was made clear 
what a consultant was. 

The CHAIRMAN admitted that there was great difficulty 
in getting a definition of consultant. So far, a consultant 
was assumed to be any practitioner to whom a patient 
went for a second opinion, 

Mr. Extrot-Biaxke (Chichester and Worthing) thought it 
desirable that the meeting should deal with the matter of 
consultants, as the mover of the resolution evidently did 
not desire to deal with it himself. 

Mr. Armtt thought that if the meeting were discussing 
the meaning of the word “consultant” the definition sug- 
gested by the Hampstead Division ought to be considered. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, as a matter of fact, the 
meeting was not really discussing what “ consultant” 
meant. 

Mr, F. C. Larkin said that if the Chairman ruled that 
the question whether a consultant might also be a practi- 
tioner was not to be considered, he would obey; but what 
he had to say was, he thought, relevant to the general 
point to be considered by the Committee. The resolution 
would make it incumbent upon the first consultant to do 
a certain thing, but did not make anything incumbent 
upon the second general practitioner seeing the case. He 
would like the whole to be referred back to the Committee, 

Dr. Pore moved that the recommendations sent up by 
the different Divisions should be sent to the Ethical 
Committee to consider. 

Yhe CHarrnMAN said he was afraid he could not take 
that as a motion. 

Dr. Pore said he had a seconder. All the recommenda- 
tions must be worthy of consideration. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME asked if the proposal was to strike 
out the words “in general,’ and put in “ always” in these 
particular cases. 

Mr. Batuance said he did not propose to put in any 
words, but simply to strike out the words “in general.” 

Mr. WoLstENHOLME thought the passage meant 
“always.” “If a patient seeks an opinion from a prac- 
titioner other than his ordinary attendant, and without 
any introduction, it is (always) the duty of the practi- 
tioner consulted to ascertain the facts as to previous 
attendance; and if he finds that the patient is already 
under medical treatment he should refuse to see the case 
until he has communicated with the ordinary attendant.” 
People would go from one general practitioner to another 
merely for the second opinion. They would go to him 
and say, ‘“ Dr. —— says so and so. We want your opinion.” 
If under those circumstances a doctor was not to give an 
opinion without the permission of the doctor who had 
been in attendance, it was a very stringent rule, and he 
was not sure it would work to the good of the general 
practitioner. 

The CHarrMAN gaid that it was exactly on such points 
that the Ethical Committee wanted an expression of 
opinion from the meeting. It was proposed to strike 
out the words “in general,” and to make it compulsory on 
every man who was applied to for a second opinion to 
ascertain the previous history of the case, but there was a 
difference of opinion as to whether the rule would work 
well, and it was felt that the matter required further 
consideration. 

Dr. A. H. Watxts (Griqualand West), speaking for 
South Africa, strongly deprecated the suggestion to delete 
the words “in general” and would go farther and deprecate 
the whole of the paragraph because he did not think it 
would be for the harmonious working or for the good and 
honour of the profession, at any rate in South Africa. He 
could, of course, only speak of colonial practice, but he 
had had some thirty odd years of that and knew very well 
all the conditions attached to it. On the whole the pro- 
fession in South Africa got on very amicably and well 
together. They endeavoured to preserve the strict rules 
of etiquette with regard to one another and he thought 
they had succeeded in doing so, but if these rules were 
going to be made so stringent that it would be almost 
impossible for any one to observe them an apple of discord 
would be thrown amongst the members of the profession 
in the colonies and he thought amongst those at home 
too. In South Africa they had gone so far as to 
rule that where a patient was being attended in his 
own house no other doctor must go and see him in- 
that house without the consent of the man who was 
already attending or without a clear understanding with 
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him. But they had always recognized that where a man 
went to the doctor’s “ office,” as is was called, to consult 
him, and they were all general practitioners out there and 
not consultants, the doctor consulted had nothing to do 
with what had gone before, but had every right to go into 
the man’s case, and tell him his opinion and prescribe for 
him. Asa matter of grace and courtesy the other doctor 
might be communicated with, but to make it a rule thata 
doctor must communicate with the doctor previously in 
attendance would be an impossible law in the circumstances 
out there. He had called attention in a little literary 
work of his own to the Dutchman who carried in his belt 
the scalps of thirteen medical men whom he had con- 
sulted. If a Dutchman chose to collect medical opinions 
in that way, why say that the latest doctor consulted must 
go back to the twelve other men and talk the case over 
with them? He did not want to labour the point, but 
men from the colonies did not always have the opportunity 
of being heard when these matters were being discussed. 
By all means let them work together, and have strict laws 
of etiquette, but co not make laws such as would be 
impossible to carry out. 

Dr. Pore said the only object of his resolution was to 
save time, as Mr. Kinsey had told them that the report 
was incomplete and wished it to go ba*k to the Ethical 
Committee for reconsideration. The suggestions from the 
various Divisions would have to be considered, no doubt, 
and he therefore proposed : 

That all the recommendations relating to consultants which 
have been sent up by the Divisions be sent to the Ethical 
Committee as matters worthy of their consideration. 

Dr. Bruce Gorr seconded the motion. The Ethical Com: 
mittee ought to have the opinion of every member of 
the profession with regard to these matters—the opinion 
of consultants, the opinion of general practitioners, and 
the opinion of the Colonies. 

Dr. Pore observed that his proposal did not shut out 
other suggestions. 

Mr. Nasu (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) asked, 
having regard to the view of the Representatives of the 
Colonies as to the different aspects of this mattr, whether 
Dr. Bruce Goff was not rather defeating his own ends in 
seconding this proposal, the effect of which was rather to 
shut the whole matter up. 

Dr. Lanapon-Down (Richmond), as a member of the 
Ethical Committee, thought it wa3 to be regretted that 
the discussion should be stopped, because it was par- 
ticularly the opinions of the Representatives that the 
Ethical Committee wished to get. Dr. Bruce Goff, in 
enumerating a great number of categories of people from 
whom he wished to get information, had carefully excluded 
the Representative Meeting. 

Dr. Pore said he did not wish to stop the suggestions 
but merely to take the opinions of Divisions as a first instal- 
ment of those which were to goto the Ethical Committee. 

The CHarrMAN gaid he was afraid that Dr. Pope had 
rather misunderstood the point of Dr. Langdon-Down’s 
speech. Dr. Langdon-Down did not want any further 
amendments, but to get the opinions of Representatives 
at this meeting. 

Mr. Kinsry observed that what the Ethical Committee 
wanted was to know what the consensus of opinion was. 
It was no use proposing a number of amendments—it 
would take too long. The Committee wanted the Repre- 
sentatives just to say whether they thought such and such 
& proposal by any Division was desirable or not—whether 
they would rather have things left as they had been pre- 
sented in the report or whether they thought that the 
amendment proposed by a Division was worthy of the 
further consideration of the Ethical Committee, If they 
could get that done in e short time the result would be 
very valuable indeed to the Committee. 

_ Dr. W. Murr Sita (Eastbourne) asked if all these resola- 

tions, if referred to the Ethical Committee, would be 
boiled down and then sent to the Divisions again for 
discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that would be the case. 

Dr. J. F. CARRUTHERS (Guernsey, Alderney, and Jersey) 
said that the Division he represented was contented with 
the present condition of affairs. As far as consultants 
and practitioners were concerned, they got on very 
amicably indeed, and he would be sorry to see any 
stringent hard and fast rules laid down as between 
Consultants and practitioners. 





Dr. E. J. Maciean (Cardiff) moved that the question be 
now put; Dr. Mitner Moors (Coventry, Nuneaton, and 
Tamworth) seconded, andi the motion was ca-ried. 

Mr. Kinsey moved : 

That the report be referred back to the Ethical Committee 
with instructions to take into consideration all the points’ 
mentioned in the motions on the agenda paper, and 
others that may be sens to them. 

In reply to Mr. Nasu. the CHasrman stated that all 
notices of motion received subsequent to the printing of 
the agenda would be gent to the Ethical Committee. 

In answer to a question by Dr. Pore (Leicester), Mr. 
Kinsey said that it was for the consultants to take the 
trouble to state their views and to report them to the Com- 
mittee. It was impossible for the Committee to find out 
the views of the consultants. : 

Mr. F.C. Larkin said that there were two or three points 
which he thought ought to be considered more carefully. 
than they were in the report. There was, first, the ques- 
tion of what he called third party consultations, where a 
consultation was held in the interests of a third party, as, 
for example, where an employer had to appoint some 
person to see a case in his interest under the Employers’ 
Liability Act. Another point was that the position of the 
Association as regards practitioners professing a peculiar 
method of treatment was undefined. He understood that 
there were many members of the Association who were 
homoeopaths, and it seemed rather awkward to make rules 
that members were not to meet certain persons who were 
members of the Aegociation. As long as homoeopaths 
were recognized as members of the Association, the Asso- 
ciation should be very careful about drawing up rules ex- 
clading those who were not homoeopaths from consulting 
with those who were. 

Mr. J. Warp Cousins (Portsmouth) said that the ques- 
tion of homoeopaths was a very old one indeed in the 
Association, and what was decided many years ago was 
that a man might practise in any direction he thought 
proper, provided that he did not practise under any special 
name, or pretend that he had remedies or means of treat- 
ment which other practitioners had not got. 

Mr. W. H. Horrocks (Bradford) said that the rule was 
that a homoeopath, or a person practising in an irregular 
way, was not to be met in a case in which the consultation 
was likely to be futile. He looked at the matter from a 
surgical point of view. He took it that homoeopathy 
dealt with surgical cases in the ordinary way, and he 
thought that it ought to be considered whether homoeo- 
paths should be met on surgical cases where their practice 
was very much the same as the practice of other medical 
men. 

Dr. W. OveEtt (Torquay) asked what would be the value 
of one who practised surgery or medicine in the ordinary 
way meeting a homoeopath in consultation. He had 
often been asked to meet homoeopaths, and his statement 
had always been that it was useless for him to meet a 
homoeopath because he did not understand the homoeo- 
path’s remedies, and the homoeopath certainly did not 
understand his. It seemed to him that homoeopaths 
should not be met. 

Mr. D. Lestre Beato (Bath and Trowbridge) said that 
the Bath Division had sent up a recommendation designed 
to elicit from the Association some pronouncement on the 
question of meeting homoeopaths and others who professed 
irregular systems, such as Christian Scientists, and he 
should be glad if the Ethical Committee would consider 
the matter. 

The motion was put to the meeting and carried. 

The paragraph of the report of the Ethical Committee 
expressing the opinion that it was undesirable for practi- 
tioners to act as local correspondents for the National 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Kinsny then referred to the paragraph of the 
report on the Prevention of Corruption Act. The 
memorandum appended to the report had been drawn up 
after a long consultation with the solicitor. At Mr. 
Kinsey’s suggestion the meeting directed that a copy of 
the memorandum should be sent to every Secretary of a 
B-arch or Division, with instructions to draw the attention 
of members to it, and that it be published in the Suppie- 
MENT. 

Mr. Krinsty then drew attention to the paragraph in the 
report on the ethics of advertisiag. Tae Committee 
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deemed it advisable that the subject should receive further 
ce msideration before submitting a report to the Representa- 
tive Meeting. 

This was agreed to. 

Mr. Kinsty said that, in a case submitted for the con- 
sideration of the Committee, the most important question 
of principle involved was as to the propriety of the action 
of a medical practitioner who, in various public notices, 
used the term “ Hospital” as the designation of an estab- 
lishment for the treatment of disease of which he was the 
sole medical member of the staff, and which appeared to 
be under his sole control. Having conferred with the 
Hospitals Committee, the Ethical Committee submitted 
the following definition : 


DEFINITION OF THE TERM ‘“‘ HOSPITAL.” 

The term * hospital” shall not be applied to any institution 
for the treatment of disease which does not possess the 
following characters : 

(a) Phat the institution in question receives necessitous 

tients, and is maintained wholly or partially by public 
unds or charitable contributions. 

(6) That the control, including the appointment of the 
staff, is in the hands of medical or lay persons appointed 
by, and responsible to, those who provide the funds. 

(c) That the institution is not established or conducted for 
the pecuniary profit, personal gain or benefit of any 
individual or individuals other than the patients. 

It was not a lexicon or dictionary definition that was 
wanted, but an ethical definition which would enable 
the Ethical Committee to say when a man was acting 
unethically. He proposed: 

That the definition of the term ‘‘hospital” be referred to 
the Divisions and Branches, with a statement by the 
Central Ethical Committee giving the reasons why such a 
definition was wanted. 

This was agreed to. 

The remaining clauses of the report of the Committee 

having been passed, 

Mr. Kinsgy asked for the approval of the whole of the 
report subject to any special resolution which might have 
been passed that day. 

Mr. R. H. WotstenHotmE (Manchester, Salford) asked 
the Chairman of the Committee to draw attention to the 
necessity of adopting rules such as the Bradford rules, as 
a great many Divisions and Branches had not yet done so, 
and the consequence was that they were not able to deal 
with contract practice properly. 

Mr. Kinsky having accepted the proposal, the motion 
that the report of the Ethical Committee be approved 
was Carried. 


Spacia, Finance Inquiry CoMMITTS&E, 

The CHarrMaN asked the meeting to postpone the con- 
sideration of this report until Monday. He should like 
to have the meeting fresh when they dealt with the 
report, and to have a thorough discussion of it. 

The proposal was agreed to. 


ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE, 

The CHarrMaN stated that in the absence of Mr. Verrall, 
who was not able to be present, and whose absence they 
all regretted, Mr. Ballance would bring the annual report 
of the Organization Committee before the meeting. 

Mr. Battance (Norwich) said that the first matter 
which he had to mention came up upon a resolution from 
the Wandsworth Division as regards the titles of the 
officers of a Division, whether the chief member of the 
Division should be called president or chairman. The 
Organization Committee suggested that it should be left 
to the Division itself to decide what should be the titles 
of the officers. In the Branches there was a president 
and vice-presidents, and in the Divisions a chair- 
man and vice-chairman, and the Organization Committee 
thought that that would be the best arrangement to con- 
tinue. He would ask whether the meeting approved that 
recommendation. 

The recommendation was agreed to. 

Mr. E. H. T. Nasu did not think the matter should be 
left to the Divisions ; it was desirable to have uniformity 
throughout the Association. 

Mr. F. C, Larkin supported this view. 

Mr. H. A. BaLtance thought an amendment was hardly 
mecessary. Medel rules were issued by the Organization 
Committee for adoption by the Divisions, in which the 





officers were called Chairman and Vice Chairman. If 
the Divisions adopted the model rules, those titles 
would stand. 

After some further discussion, Mr. E. H. T. Nash 
accepted the Chairman’s suggestion to make the 
amendment read: 

That the title of officers of Divisions be uniform throughout 

the Association, and be decided by the Council on the 
advice of the Organization Committee. 


Dr. E. J. Maciean (Cardiff) moved as arider, and Dr. W 
Gossk (Isle of Thanet) seconded : 


That the titles used in the model rules issued by the 
Organization Committee shall be the titles of the officers. 


The CHAIRMAN having put Mr. E. H. T. Nash’s amend- 
ment as a substantive motion, and it having been carried, 
Dr. Maclean’s rider was put and carried. 

Mr. H. A. Batuance gaid that the following motion 
from the Hampstead Division had been referred to the 
Organization Committee: 


That at least one registered dental surgeon should be added 
to the Central Council of the Agrsociation, either by 
election or co-option. 


The Organization Committee’s report contained a memo- 
randum calling attention to the fact that under the 
Charter, when obtained, ‘“co-option” was deleted and 
the dental surgeon could not come on the Council by 
that method, but it was open to any Branch to elect as 
a representative on the Council a registered dental 
surgeon if it thought fit. 

Mr. R. H. Wo.stENHOLME (Manchester, Salford) in- 
quired if “dental surgeon” meant aiso a qualified 
medical practitioner. 

Mr. H. A. BaLtance said he must be to be a member 
of the Association. 

The memorandum was approved. 

Mr. H. A. BaLuance said that the suggestion to appoint 
district organizing secretaries, made by the Wandsworth 
Division, had been referred to the Organization Committee. 
The recommendations of the Organization Committee 
were : 

That it is highly desirable, in the interests of the organiza- 
tion and work of the Association, that the paid medical 
organizing secretariat should be increased. 

That if such an increase should be found financially prac- 
ticable in the near future, it should take the form of adding to 
the staff of the Medical Secretary’s office another medical man 
or medical men giving their whole time to the work, and not 
of the appointment of officers attached to special districts or 
of practitioners who are engaged in private practice or hold 
other appointments. 

Mr. G. H. BroapBent (Manchester, North) inquired if 
the first of the recommendations could be passed 
consistently with what had been done to encourage local 
work as well as to strengthen head quarters. 

Mr. R. H. WotstENHOLME (Manchester, Salford) did not 
quite understand what was meant by “paid medical 
organizing secretariat.” Did it mean an increase in 
medical officers at head quarters, ora certain number of 
men throughout the districts trying to develop and to 
organize the Association ? 

Mr. F. C. Larkin proposed that the matter be referred 
back to the Committee until it was settled by the Council, 
as had been arranged that morning. He did not see any 
use in passing such a resolution as proposed when a reso- 
lution almost on the same matter had previously been 
passed. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that it was only a recom- 
mendation to the Councll, and it must all come before the 
Council for approval. 

Mr. H. A. Battance then moved the first recommenda- 
tion, which was carried by 87 votes to 7. The reason for 
making the second recommendation was that it was im- 
practicable for practitioners in practice in various dis- 
tricts throughout the country to give sufficient time to 
organization. 

Dr. Joun Brarr (Leigh and Wigan) said they had 
already a Medical Secretary and Assistant Secretary, the 
latter getting £250a year. If they were going to appoint 
any further secretaries, they would be médical men 
junior to those men, and getting smaller salaries. If 
further men were appointed they would be low down the 
scale, and would be getting salaries inconsistent with 
their qualifications. 
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Mr. R. H. WotstenHOLME (Manchester and Salford) was 
sorry to oppose, but he did so because he firmly believed 
the increase of the medical secretariat would not further the 
interests of the Association. He felt strongly that the best 
method to develop the Association was not by increasing 
the number of medical secretaries at head quarters, but 
by encouraging local secretarial effort. An increase in 
medical secretaries would mean a further cost of £1,000 a 
year, which would mean an increased ftubscription, and 
decrease in the number of men likely to join the 
Association. 

Dr. WALTER Smit (St. Pancras) moved that all the 
words after ‘ office” should be deleted. 

Dr. F. T. Davigs (Liverpool, Northern) seconded, 

. Dr. WALTER SmitTHsaid the mee ting had not yet considered 
the Special Finance Inquiry Committee’s report, and was 
simply given an opinion that the Medical Secretary’s office 
staff should be increased. He thought the matter should 
be left open until the financial report had been 
considered. 

Dr. JoHN Brown (Rochdale and Bury) was strongly 
opposed to passing the recommendation on the ground that 
it would tie the hands of the Council in regard to helping 
the medical man in his work in large districts like 
Lancashire and Cheshire, where they had something like 
1,200 medical men not attached tothe Association; it 
would be far better to engage a secretary to help the 
Medical Secretary in those important counties. There 
were young medical men who had plenty of time to assist 
the Association in increasing its numbers. He thought 
it unwise to increase the central staff by two or three 
medica) men resident in London. It was desirable to 
decentralize a little in regard to the body of officials, and 
it was also desirable not to bind the Association to 
— a medical man not engaged on any other kind of 
work. y 

The amendment to delete the words after “ office” was 
carried by 51 to 42. 

Dr. BroapBENt (Manchester, North) proposed : 

That if such an increase should be found financially 
practicable in the near future, it should take the form 
of appointing organizing secretaries, and should be 
confined to the Divisions or Branches or to head 
quarters. 

That left it optional whether it should be one or the 
other, or both. 

Dr. Joun Brown seconded. 

Dr. GossE (Isle of Thanet, Canterbury, and Faversham) 
asked whether the ordinary secretarial staff would not be 
included. 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative, and said that it 
was very difficult to know what Mr. Broadbent's resolution 
intended. It looked as if it intended the appointment 
of distinct and independent officers. 

Dr. BRoaApDBENT said there must either be a distinct 
Orgavizing Secretary at head quarters or one in the 
provinces. A good energetic man who would attract 
members to the different Divisions would be very useful 
in the North. 

The amendment was lost. 

After some further discussion, 

Mr. Farrant Fry (Hastings) moved, and Dr. Gossr 
- of Thanet) seconded, that the resolution be now 
put. 

The resolution was accordingly put and carried nem. 
con. 
Mr BaLLancE (Norwich) observed that the question of 
capitation grants had been referred to the Organization 
Committee. It was owing to the system of fixed capita- 
tion grants that at the present time such large sums were 
at the disposal of the Branches. Certain Branches were 
getting more money than was necessary for them to 
defray their own expenses and the expenses of the Divi- 
sions of which they were composed. The Organization 
Committee concurred in the motion of the Wandsworth 
Division that it is desirable that the question of the fixed 
Capitation grants should be considered. The resolution 
of the Wandsworth Division was: 

That in view of the greater activity and organization now 
apparent in various Divisions of the Association, the time 
bas come for reconsideration of By-laws 16 and 17, whereby 
fixed capitation grants are made to the Branches and 
through them to the Divisions. 


Mr. WotstEnHoLME (Salford) said that his Division did 





not think that this money ought to be eitker called up or 
diminished until such time as the Association as at 
present existing was wound up for the purpose of getting 
a Charter. 

Some further discussion took place, during the course of 
which the CHAIRMAN said that the point at issue had 
nothing to do with the Charter nor the calling-in of 
surplus funds; it was whether the By-laws should be 
altered so as to do away with the fixed capitation grants of 
4s. a head. 

Sir Victron Horstay moved, and Dr. Ester (Lambeth) 
seconded, that the question be now put. 

The recommendation was agreed to by 86 votes to 4. 

Mr. Batuancr said with reference to the next resolution 
of the Wandsworth Division that the Organization Com- 
mittee recommended the Representative Meeting to adopt 
the following resolution: 

That it is desirable that a limit be fixed to the accumulation 

of surplus funds in the hands of various Branches, 


Mr. Straton (Salisbury) suggested that the limit should 
not be made too small, for matters might crop up rather 
suddenly, and money was sometimes wanted at once. 

The CHarrMAN said that Mr. Straton was rot in order, 
as the limit was fixed by the next resolution. This reso- 
lution simply proposed the principle that surplus funds 
should be limited. 

In reply to Mr. Ett10T-Biake, the CHarrRMAN said that 
the motion was not retrospective. 

Mr. BaLiaANoe said that the Organization Committee 
proposed to fix the limit as follows: 


That the Treasurer of each Branch sbould refund to the 
Treasurer of the Association on March 15th of each year, 
such sum, if any, as may be in excess of half the amount 
of the previous year's capitation grant. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Crawrorp (South India) asked 
whether the sum included the amount in the hands of the 
Division. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the phrase “such sum” meant 
“such accumulation of funds.” His ruling was that it 
included the sum in the hands of the Divisions. 

Dr. Pops (Leicester) said that as the paragraph etood it 
meant that if a Branch had more than half what it got the 
previous year it must give the whole amount back. He 
did not think that that was the intention. 

Mr. BaLuance said that it meant that on March 15th it 
was not desirable that any Branch should have at its 
disposal more than half the amount of the previous year’s 
capitation grant. The Branch would after that receive a 
grant for the year in addition to the sum it bad retained, 
namely, half the previous capitation grant. If the Branch 
had anything over and above that, it was to be returned to 
the Treasurer of the Association. 

Mr. C. R. Straton (Salisbury) said that last year an 
attempt was made to pass a law in Guernsey by which 
French practitioners were to be allowed to be admitted to 
the Guernsey Register without any reciprocity between 
France and themselves. English practitioners were not to 
practise at Granville, but French practitioners were to be 
allowed to practise in Guernsey. His constituency took 
steps on behalf of the Branch to oppose that, and they 
succeeded. But there was a charge of eleven guineas for 
counsel's fees which had to be paid, and that was met out 
of the Branch surplus. If there had been no surplus what 
had been d: ne could not have been done. It was neces- 
sary that the Branch should have some surplus in hand to 
meet such emergencies. 

Dr. St. Crarr B. SHADWELL (Walthamstow) thought it 
would simplify matters if the capitation grant was regu- 
lated by the amount in hand of each Branch instead of 
making the Branch return the money annually. The 
Association had agreed to the principle of a movable 
capitation grant and, therefore, it would be an easy 
matter to make a grant of a shilling a head instead of four 
shillings, so tbat the balance in the hands of the Branch 
should not be too large. 

Dr. W. Dovatas (Maidstone, etc.) asked whether, in a 
case like that brought forward by Mr. Straton, there was 
any other way of meeting the emergency. 

Mr. Batviance said that there was no attempt to tcuch 
the present balance in the hands of the Branches. As 
regards any extra expenditure on an emergency, a supple- 
mentary grant could always be obtained from the Council 
if the Council thought that it was a justifiable expenditure 
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The CHAIRMAN gaid the following amendment had been 

proposed by Mr. Jackson and seconded by Dr. Cuolmeley— 

That the amount of money in the hands of the Branches 
should not exceed five shillings per member. 

Mr. G. Jackson (Plymouth) eaid that he moved the 
amendment simply because it might meet the objection 
which had been raised as to the difficulty that might arise 
if there was no money in the hands of the Branch. 

In answer to a question, the CHAIRMAN stated that the 
resolution would not aff:ct the money at present in the 
hands of the Branches at all. It would not touch the 
accumulations already in the hands of the Branches. 

After a short discussion, the CHarRMAN said that the 
resolution would read as follows: 

That the Treasurer of each Branch shall on the 15th March 
in each year account to the Treasurer of the association 
for all expenditure in connexion with the Branch and 
Division expenses incurred up to that date, and shall 
refand to the Treasurer of the Association such sun, if 
any, 88 may remain in excess of half the amount of the 
capitation grant received by them the previous year over 
and above the amount in hand at the date when this 
resolution comes into force. 

Mr. F. C. Larkin asked whether the Branch would be 
empowered to deal with the Divisions, The money, when 
once it passed out of the Branch Treasurer's hands, was 
no longer in his control. It passed into the hands of the 
Treasurer of the Division. Some regulation would have 
to be made whereby the Treasurer of the Division should 
refund to the Treasurer of the Branch. 

The CHarrmMan said that the Branch Council had 
entirely in its hands the dealings with the Divisions as 
far as finances went. 

Dr. M. Russen Ruopes (Manchester South) said that as 
Treasurer of the Division he should strongly object to 
returning the funds which had been placed in his hands. 
He did not see how a Division would arrange its work if 
funds were retarned. The only way continuous action in 
the Divisions or the Branches could be assured was by 
knowing exactly what funds were in hand. In Manchester 
a combination of the Divisions to work together had been 
formed. If the surplus had to be returned such work 
would suffer. 

Mr. BroaDBENT (Manchester North) said tbat the real 
object of the proposal was to encourage the Divisions to 
spend their money. 

Mr. Etxiot-Buaxe (Chichester, etc.) hoped that the 
proposal would not be retrospective as regards funds that 
had been accumulated through thrift. 

Mr. H. W. Armit (Hampstead) moved that the matter 
be referred back to the Organization Committee for 
further consideration. 

Mr. Nasu (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) seconded 
the motion. . 

Mr. BALANCE (Norwich) said that he would accept the 
reference because he was sure that the question of the 
return of the Division money to the Branch was a very 
difficult one. ‘ 

Mr. F. C. Larkin said that if a Branch had a surplus, 
it could, instead of paying it back to the central authority, 
make a larger grant to the Divisions. The matter must 
be somehow or other definitely arranged and put upon a 
business basis. 

‘Mr. BaLLance then brought forward the following 
report of the Organization Committee upon another 
resolution of the Wandsworth Division : 

The Committee reports that it cannot concur in the principle 
of direct grants to Divisions which are not themselves 
Branches, except in the case of special supplementary 
grants as provided under the By-Jaw (18) adopted on the 
recommendation of the Council by the Annual Repre- 
sentative Meeting, 1906. 

This was agreed to. 

Mr. Batianoe then said that with regard to the next 
resolution of the Wandsworth Division the Organization 
Committee recommended: 


That the principle of variable capitation grants be adopted. 


Dr. M. Russzen Raopes (Manchester South) said that 
this proposal would lead to a great deal of jealousy. 

Mr. R. H. WotstENHOLME thought it would be much 
better to give a smaller capitation grant and increase it. 
With a variable grant there would be innumerable 
squabbles and disputes, 

Dr. J. J. Macan (Croydon) said that the principle of 














varying the capitation according to the amount of work 
done had been recognized as the proper one to adopt, and 
he thought that it was the only sound principle. He very 
much doubted whether there would be any jealousy 
between different Divisions. If there was, it would only 
lead to ahealthy competition and encourage them to do 
as good work as their neighbouring Divisione. 

The recommendation of the Committee was agreed to. 

Mr, BaLLANcE then moved: 

That the ordinary grant to each Branch for its expenses 
should not exceed 4s. a member per annum; the actual 
sum to be given to be decided by the Council. 

The Committee considered whether it would be desirable 
to maintain a minimum capitaticn grant, and then 
increase it according to the requirements of the Branch; 
but found, considering all things, that it would be 
better not to have a minimum capitation grant, but to 
have a maximum capitation grant for ordinary expendi- 
ture. The amount required by different Branches varied 
very much. 

The recommendation of the Committee was adopted. 

The CHatRMAN said the matter would have to come 
before the Representative Meeting again in the shape 
of by-laws. At present the meeting had only aflirmed 
principles. 

Mr. H. A. BarnLance then read Subsection (d) of the 
Wandsworth Division’s second motion, as follows : 

That a basis for the necessary first instalment in each year 
to a Branch or Division could be arrived at by considera- 
tion of the average of expenses incurred during the past 
three years. 

The Organization Committee recommended that the 
principle of the proposition be approved. 

Mr. F. C. Larkin said the proposition was absolutely in 
opposition to the principles that almost all the speakers 
had laid down. He understood that what would guide the 
Council in making ‘grants would be the work done ina 
particular Branch’s Divisions. Now it was proposed to 
pay on an average of three years’ expenditure without any 
inquiry at all. To put the Association’s finances on @ 
sound basis there ought to be a payment or grant made on 
the work done. 

Dr. R. L. Lanapon-Down (Richmond) inquired whether 
the matter did not only refer to the first instalment, and 
not to the grant for the whole year. The words in the 
Wandsworth resolution were, “ That a basis for the neces- 
sary first instalment in each year” for Branches be arrived 
at inthatway. Therefore it left it open for the work of the 
Branch to be considered subsequently. 

The CHAIRMAN could not accept Dr. R. L. Langdon- 
Down’s reading, having regard to the words of the 
Committee’s recommendation. 

Mr. H. A. Batuance said when the Organization Cor- 
mittee drafted the resolution it was thought the average 
of the last three years would depend upon the work done, 
and would form certainly a good basis for the proposed 
grant, and he inquired whether the words “ by considera- 
tion of the work done in the three previous years” would 
meet Mr. Larkin’s objection. 

Mr. F. C. Larkin agreed, and. the motion as amended 
was then put and agreed to as follows: 

The Committee recommends that the principle of the propo- 
sition b3 approved, namely, that a basis for a grant toa 
Branch should be arrived at by consideration of the 
average expenses and the work done in the three previous 
years, 

Mr. H. A. Batuance then read the motion by the Bourne- 

mouth Division: 

That the capitation grant to Branches should be absolutely 
at the disposal of the Branches and Divisions, and to be 
allocated to the Divisions as agreed on. 

The report of the Committee was: 

(a) That the opinions frequently expressed by the legal 
advisers of the Association show that such a proposal 
could not be given effect to under the existing Regulations 
of the Association ; (b) that the expenditure of Branches 
must always be confined within the limits of the objects 
of the Association ; and (c) that the proposal is inconsistent 
with the principle of variable capitation grants recom- 
mended by the Committee. 

He moved the adoption of this report, and this was 
agreed to. 

Mr. H. A. BALLANcE then moved : 

-That it be an instruction to the Council to prepare for the 
consideration of the Representative Meeting the alteration 

of the by-laws to give effect to these resolutions. 
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This was seconded by Dr. H. A. Latimer (Swansea) and 
agreed to. 


ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND DkEPputy CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. H. W. Armit (Hampstead) said he had great 
pleasure in proposing that Dr. J. A. Macdonald be asked 
to act as Chairman for another year. [Loud applause.] 
Their applause, he said, was quite sufficient, and he did 
not propose to make any further remarks. 

Dr. LATIMER (Swansea) said that in the days of old, in 
the Roman arena, it was the custom for dying gladiators 
to say, “ Morituri te salutant.” He (the speaker) was, so 
far a3 that meeting was concerned, dying for atime; but 
it was one of the proudest moments in his life to second 
the resolution that Dr. Macdonald be re-elected. He had 
had the honour of proposing that resolution with regard 
to the previous occupant of the chair, Sir Victor Horsley, 
for whom he had the highest regard, and who had fulfilled 
the duties of that chair in a way which excited their 
admiration. Without fear of contradiction he might say 
that in Dr. Macdonald they had a very worthy successor 
to Sir Victor Horsley. He knew the election would be 
unanimous, and he had only to say again that it was 
with the very greatest pleasure that he seconded the 
proposition. 

Mr. ARMIT was proceeding to put the motion to the 
meeting, when, amidst laughter, the CoaArRMAN reminded 
him that he was out of order. He then inquired whether 
there were any further nominations. 

There being no reply, Mr. AkmiT put the motion, which 
was carried by acclamatidn. 

The CHarrMan, addressing Mr. Armit, Dr. Latimer, and 
the meeting, assured them that he felt that he was ina 
very proud position. When he was first nominated for the 
deputy chairmanship, he thought the whole thing was a 
huge joke—he was quite honest when he said that. He 
really was astonished when one of his friends asked him 
to allow himself to be nominated as deputy chairman. 
He said, off-handedly, “‘Go on”; and he was very much 
more astonished when he found that he had been elected 
to that post. He was hardly so astonished as he was de- 
lighted; and he felt, when, last year, he was made 
successor to Sir Victor Horsley, that it was a very diffi- 
cult thing to follow a Chairman of his (Sir Victor’s) 
ability. But he took it that their selection of him 
now to fill the position for another year was a 
recognition that he had, at any rate, done his 
best. What he had tried to do was to _ hold 
the scales fairly and honestly between every man in the 
meeting, and to give every one a fair chance. If he had 
done that he had done the principal part of the duty of a 
chairman. To talk of the difficulty of ruling a meeting of 
that sort was nonsense, because there was no difficulty 
with a lot of gentlemen such as were before him, who came 
together to do work. The only difficulty was, sometimes 
in deciding as toa point of order; and that difficulty, he was 
afraid, to some extent arose, he was sorry to say, from care- 
lessness of the members in not drafting resolutions sent 
up to him, and not sending them up in time to consider 
them before they were put to the meeting. He should 
like to ask the meeting in future to take a little more care 
about that; and then, he thought, the business might be 
conducted with a little more order, and with a saving of 
time, which at those meetings was of very great impor- 
tance, because there was a tremendous amount of work to 
do, and it was important that every subject which came 
before them should be thoroughly considered. In conclu- 
sion, he thanked them for the honour they had done him. 
It had been a very hard year’s work, but he hoped he 
would be able to survive another, even if it were as hard as 
that of the previous year. The next business was the 
election of Deputy Chairman. He was sorry to say that 
his friend Dr, Latimer had had to resign his connexion 
with the Association so long as he was a member of the 
General Medical Council, and therefore he was ineligible 
for that nomination, 

Mr. E. H. T. Nasu said he would like to propose the 
name of Mr. H. A. Ballance as Deputy Chairman. In doing 
80, he felt they were doing a great honour in a quiet way 
to a man who had done an enormous amount of work 
which few people outside the Representative Meeting 
knew of; he did not think he need say more than that. 
They all knew what Mr. Ballance had done, but it was not 
known outside; and he did not think they could find a 





more worthy man to fulfil the position of Deputy 
Chairman. 

Dr. Cox seconded the proposition. No one was held in 
greater respect than Mr. H. A. Ballance, and it would bea 
compliment to them if he would accept the office. 

The CHAIRMAN thought, from the loud applause, there 
would be no other nomination for the office; although, of 
course, it was open to any one to nominate another 
member, 

There being no other nomination, he put the motion to 
the meeting: 

That Mr. H. A. Ballance be elected Deputy Chairman, 
and the motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. H. A. Batiancg, replying, said if the Chairman 
fhought it was a joke when he was nominated for the 
Deputy Chairmanship, he himself looked upon it as a very 
great risk to the Association to elect him (the speaker) 
Deputy Chairman, because he had had no experience in 
conducting a meeting at all. The matter had been sprung 
upon him jast before the afternoon’s session, and he 
looked upon it as a very grave responsibility. They had 
paid him a very great compliment indeed, and it was one 
he should have been very pleased to do without. But in 
the face of the way in which his name had been propoued, 
seconded and accepted, he must accede to their wishes, 
and he could only hope that during his term of office as 
Deputy Chairman, Dr. Macdonald would be always. able 
to be in the chair and that he would not have to take his 
place at all. 

Hospitats COMMIITER. 

Dr. Pops (Leicester) said the Committee had had a good 
many sittings during the year, and had had the conference 
with lay representatives. Some seemed to think the con- 
ference had not had much result, but that was not his 
own opinion. A large number of persons from all over 
the kingdom connected with hospitals had attended. 
They had most of them taken the trouble to read the 
resolutions proposed by the Hospitals Committee, and 
at that meeting not a word was said against any one of 
the twelve resolutions which were adopted. Since that 
meeting he had had coming in from all sources proofs 
that by-laws and resolutions had been put before the 
annual meetings of various hospitals in correspon- 
dence or in agreement with the general tenor of the 
Hospitals Committee’s recommendations, He thought 
the work done was very good, and was gradually per- 
meating. They could not expect to go very fast, 
because a Jarge number of the hospital Boards 
had not had time thoroughly. to appreciate it. It 
would be observed that the report of the Committee 
contained four specific questions submitted to the Divi- 
sions. A great many had answered, and replies were still 
coming in. The Hospitals Committee would welcome any 
expression of opinion from the Representative Meeting 
with regard to those specific questions or with regard to 
any of the other points mentioned in the report, and he 
would be glad to answer any questions. He would take 
the questions submitted to Divisions seriatim, and would 
move: 

1. That compulsory payment by patients to hospitals other 

than cottage hospitals should cease. 

Mr. R. H. WoLstENHOLME (Manchester, Salford) said 
that the question had arisen in his Division, “Can a 
medical man attending a cottage hospital charge his fee 
for an operation?” 

Dr. Pore said it was certainly intended that payment 
should be made in respect of the cottage hospital, 
because it gave a patient shelter which would be impos- 
sible in his own house. 

Mr. Nasu said that, in his opinion, the definitions as to 
what was and what was not a cottage hospital should be 
very strict. In the North there were several largish 
hospitals worked by general practitioners who were deter- 
mined not to have a house-surgeon. These were called 
cottage hospitals, but were in no sense cottage hospitals, 
there being in one case sixty beds, and in another forty- 
two. The practitioners were determined not to have an 
out-patient department, which would necessitate the 
appointment of a house-surgeon, and therefore they called 
them cottage hospitals. 

Dr. Cox (Gateshead and Consett) observed that it 
was rather contrary to their usual custom to proceed to 
lay down a policy for the Association before they had got 
in the replies from the Divisions. He understood that the 
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replies of the Divisions had not been classified, and all 
had not come in. He thought it rather premature to 
proceed to Jay down a policy. He would like tosay that 
the work done by the Hospitals Committee was one of the 
best pieces of work done by the Asscciation. That the 
Committee should have won the interest and sympathy of 
prominent laymen was an excellent step, becaure it showed 
that they had been convinced that the requests of the 
profession were reasonable. Many laymen had been 
interested in this new crusade against hospital abuse, and 
the Committee had done a marvellous thing in convincing 
them that it was against the public interest that hospital 
abuse should go on. There were some men, he knew, 
whose secret ambition was to show that they were having 
more patients in the hospital every year. He wisked to 
compliment the Hospitals Committee and Dr. Pope very 
much upon the very useful step they had taken in com- 
mencing a campaign against hospital abuse based upon 
knowledge of facts, and had enlisted the support of the 
men without whose aid they could do nothing. 

The CaarrmMan said he quite understood Dr. Cox's 
position about this matter which had been under the 
consideration of the Association for something like five 
years off and on. This was a continued minute from last 
year. This matter was sent to the Divisions some time 
in March, and if they had not in the meantime instructed 
their Representatives as to the action they were to take 
with regard to the matter he took it that was due to slack- 
ness on the part of the Divisions. This was an urgent 
matter and one upon which the opinion of the meeting 
was hardly wanted at all, but Dr. Pope had asked him to ex- 
plain the position with regard to it, and he thought it would 
strengthen the hands of the Hospitals Committee it they 
had a pronouncement from this Representative Meeting. 

Dr. Pops called attention to paragraph 7 on page 107 
wherein the Divisions had been distinctly asked to in- 
struct their Representatives with a view to a definite pro- 
nouncement by their Representatives at this Representa- 
tive Meeting. 

Dr. A. Trotter (Perth) observed that the general 
opinion of the meeting seemed to be strongly that com- 
pulsory payments should not be made by patients to 
hospitals, but in his opinion hospitals ought to have 
power to ask for compulsory payments. In Scotland it 
was found that in the local hospitals there was a con- 
siderable amount of abuse, and the Committee of his 
hospital passed a resolution to the effect that the Com- 
mittee should have power in exceptional circumstances to 
charge those patients who were found to be financially 
able to pay a certain sum per week. That, he thought, 
had had a great effect in checking hospital abuse, and he 
therefore suggested that the words “‘ except under special 
circumstances” should be added to the resolution. 

Dr. F. J. Barupon (Southport) said that there was one 
matter which had been under consideration by the 
Hospital Committee at Southport—namely, the effect that 
the new Act would have on insurance companies in 
respect of medical attendance in cases of accident. Most 
people would insure their servants with the insurance 
companies, and also provide for payment by the insurance 
companies of medical expenses up to a certain amount. 
In Southport the Committee had so altered the by-laws of 
the hospital that it would be in a position toclaim a reagon- 
able amount for the working expenses of the patient. 

Dr. H. A. Latimer (Swansea) regarded this matter as 
one of the most important in the controversy concerning 
hospital administration. It was a fact that there was at 
present a great feeling of socialism, a great feeling on the 
part of many that the hospitals should be open to every- 
body, and the hospital authorities, on the other hand, 
had to drive it home to them that there were two kinds 
of people they as a profession had to deal with—people 
who were coming for true charity, and those people who 
were capable of paying medical men for their attendance. 
The only way in which the desired end could be attained 
was to say that the only people who were really worthy of 
charity should be admitted to the hospital, and if they 
were worthy of charity it was nota right thing that they 
should be charged anything at all. They had the otber 
day in Swansea a large meeting of the governors of the 
hospital in order to consider this question of hospital 
abuse, and they were faced by the fact that a solid body 
of workmen came and declared that they would not allow 
any investigations to take place into their circumstances, 
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and showed as clearly as possible that they regarded the 
payments which they made to the hospital as entitling 
them to admission and treatment free. It was therefore 
more than ever driven home to his mind that the whole 
question at the base of this matter was charity or non- 
charity. That was the point that would have to be fought, 
and he considered that cottage hospitals should be the 
only exception in the matter of payment, for where the 
principle of payment was conceded at al), and it was made 
compulscry, they were giving to the working men the con- 
viction that they were paying for what they were getting, 
whereas they were not paying for it at a rate in any way 
commensurate. 

Dr. A. WaLkKeER (Edinburgh) asked if this regulation 
referred to hospitals for tuberculous diseases as well as to 
others ? 

Mr. FULLERTON (Belfast) said he had been on the staff 
of a Jarge hospital in Belfast, and the way patients were 
admitted to that hospital was, in his opinion, simply 
scandalors. They paid 7s.,14s., or 25s. a week. These 
people were not poor, but well-to do articans, and when 
inquiry was made into their financial position it was 
found that the family had as much as £5, £10, or £15 
coming in weekly. The staff were obliged to treat these 
people without fee or reward, although the total income 
of the family might actually be more than the medical 
staff were able to gather individually from the rest of the 
community. He had taken some little trouble in trying 
to get this state of matters rectified, and he had asked 
some of these people questions. He had asked them if 
they thought they were objects of charity, and they told 
him that they paid a penny a week, or whatever it was, 
and, having done that, they thought they were entitled to 
the services of the hospital. It was also told to the Com- 
mittee, in camera, by a number of working men belonging 
to the Working Men’s Committee that people who 
were subscribers were not to be interrogated, because 
the hospital had made a compact with them _ that 
if they paid a penny a week they were entitled, 
without any question, to be treated. He objected 
to this, whatever the consequences would be. They 
had now succeeded in getting a joint committee of the 
staff and of the Board of Management appointed to 
inquire into this crying abuse. It would be a very good 
thing for him to have the support of the opinions of the 
members of the Representative Meeting, so that he could 
put them before this joint committee, and in that way 
strengthen the hands of those who, although on the staff 
of the hospital, were doing their best for the general 
practitioner. 

Mr. Horrocks (Bradford) corroborated what the last 
speaker had said. It was very difficult indeed to impress 
upon working men that a penny a week was not a pay- 
ment for hospital treatment. However much that was 
instilled into them, they still kept that impression. It 
was also a forced payment, because the overseers collected 
the money in the mills, and the man who stood out and 
refused to contribute was forced to contribute, so it came 
very near to a forced contribution to the hospital. There 
was a very good committee in his own town, and they took 
care to insist on the fact that a penny was a charitable 
contribution and not a payment for hospital treatment. 

Dr. D. J. Mack1ntosH (Glasgow), speaking in support of 
the resolution, said that in his opinion compulsory pay- 
ment should not be recognized in hospital work. The 
first point to be decided from the medical point of view 
was, Was the patient suitable from the point of view of 
administration of the hospital? and secondly, from the 
social point of view was he a suitable object for a 
charitable institution ? If a patient was suitable, there was 
no doubt that he should come in. If he was unsuitable 
from a social point of view, he thought he should not be 
retained. The subscription of the working classes should 
be encouraged, but they should not regard hospital treat- 
ment as a right. 

Mr. Muir (Glasgow Eastern): They do in Glasgow. 

Dr. MackintosH said if they did there could be no 
difficulty in dealing with them; they had no right; the 
hospitals were subscribed to for poor people who were 
unable to pay; but they had no prescriptive right to 
medical treatment. When this was pointed out to them 
they were amenable and saw the reasonableness of it. 

The resolution was adopted. 

At 6.40 p.m. the meeting adjourned till Monday. 








| 











wisn ated ced ath WT SN 








Ava. 3, 1907.| 


ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE MEETING. 


l SUPPLEMENT TO THE 107 
British Mepicat JouRNAL 





—_ 





MONDAY, Juty 297TH. 
Dr. J. A. Macponatp in the Chair. 


CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES. 
THE minutes of the meeting on Saturday were read, and, 
amendments being made therein, confirmed. 


NoMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEES, 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the fact that Dr. 
McManus and Dr. Latimer were not eligible for election 
to Committees because both were members of the General 
Medical Council; and, by the decision on Saturday with 
regard to the Ethical Committee, those two members 
retired. He added that Dr. Oldham was not eligible, he 
not having attended Committee meetings during the past 
year. 

Hospitats COMMITTEE. 

The consideration of the report of the Hospitals Com- 
mittee was resumed, and the meeting affirmed the 
following additional principles: 

2. That the production of subscribers’ letters should cease to 

be compulsory. 

3. That inquiry into a patient’: circumstances should 

invariabty take place. 
With regard to the fourth principle— 


That a certificate should be required from the medical 
attendants of all persons attending out-patient depart- 
ments— 

as considerable difference of opinion existed, it was 
agreed to refer it back to the Committee. 

On consideration of the Appendix* containing “ pro- 
posals as to the administration and management of 
hospitals and kindred institutions,” the CHarrmMan asked 
for suggestions from the meeting. A number of sugges- 
tions were made, and it was agreed that the consideration 
of the entire matter should be referred back to the 
Committee, together with the suggestions. 

In regard to the suggestion that inability to pay for 
adequate treatment shall be the consideration for ad- 
mission of all patients to hospital treatment, Dr. BusHNELL 
(Brighton) said that his Division wished the omission of 
the word ‘‘adequate,” because they thought that word 
tended to complicate matters. With reference to the 
suggestion as to cases of serious accident and severe 
sudden illness, his Division also suggested the omission 
of the words “serious” and ‘‘ severe,” and of the paragraph 
which dealt with trivial cases. 

The CHAIRMAN said he took it these were only sugges- 
tions for the Hospitals Committee, and that the meeting 
could not deal with them. 

In regard to the paragraph as to “reference elsewhere 
of unsuitable cases,” Dr. BusHnetyt said his Division 
thought it would be difficult to find an almoner, and his 
Division suggested that the clause should read: “That all 
cases unsuitable for hospital treatment shall be referred 
in general terms to a medica! practitioner, to a public 
medical service, an approved provident dispensary, or to 
the relieving officer under the Poor Law.” His Division 
also suggested that the paragraph as to the notices to 
facilitate co-operation should be omitted. He moved 
that these suggestions of the Brighton Division be referred 
to the Committee. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME (Manchester, Salford) supported the 
suggestion of the Brighton Division as to the “ reference 
elsewhere of unsuitable cases.” His own Division wished 
the suggestion to be altered to read “ that all cases shall 
be referred elsewhere” without mentioning either the 
private practitioner or a public medical service. Further, 
his Division did not approve of the proposed co-ordi- 
nation between the various public services and general 
practitioners. 

Dr. Minner Moore (Coventry) said that his Division 
desired the appointment of almoners. 

Mr. Armit (Hampstead) said his Division thought that 
the paragraph as to co-ordination should read: “That 
there should be co-operation and co-ordination between 
the hospitals themselves, especially those which operate in 
the same area.” 

Dr. GrossMANN (Liverpool Western) said his Division 
thought that the paragraph as to the “limitation of the 
work of medical officers” ought to be more definite ; and 





* Surrvement to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, April 13th, 1907, 
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with regard to the “reference of cases for special advice 
that the consultation should be personal. 

Dr. Ewart(Westminster) thought these were reasonable 
suggestions. 

Mr. Muir (Glasgow Eastern), dealing with the para- 
graph on the“ relation of hospitals to the Poor law 
Medical Service,” thouzht it was not practicable to carry 
the suggestion into effect in cities. It might be done in 
smaller towns, but in the city of Glasgow it would be 
utterly impossible. 

With regard to the paragraph which stated that inability 
to pay for udequate treatment should be the consideration 
for the admission of all patients for hospital treatment, 
and that this should not apply to Poor-law cases, Dr. 
LaFFan (Carlow, Kilkenny, and Waterford) said that if a 
person was able to pay he ought not to be admitted to a 
Poor-law hospital. In his part of Ireland well-to-do people 
made their way every other day into the Poor-law 
hospitals. 

Mr. F. C. Larkin hoped that the Hospitals Committee 
would not take seriously into consideration the idea of 
dropping the word “adequate.” With regard to the defini- 
tion of a cottage hospital the Committee did not quite 
say what a cottage hospital was, and he should like that 
point to be made clear. 

Dr. WALTER SmiTH (St. Pancras and Islington) said that 
a large number of people went into Poor-law infirmaries 
who had no right there. 

Dr. A. G. GULLAN (Liverpool Central) wished to support 
very strongly what Mr. Wolstenholme had said, and he 
hoped the Committee would take that point into account 
very seriously. As regards the paragraph dealing with 
pay wards he was afraid that the suggestions were rather 
too narrow. 

Mr. Naso (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) said he 
believed that quite recently some of the friendly societies 
had passed resolutions saying that they would not allow 
any inquiry into the means of their members when they 
were applying for admission to hospitals. If the hospitals 
lost the working men’s contributions they would also lose 
a large number of patients, and the hospitals’ expenses 
would correspondingly decrease, but he did not think 
that the efficiency of the hospitals would be in any way 
diminished. 

Dr. E. T. Davies (Liverpool Northern) said that in a 
large general hospital in which there were pay wards, any 
person going into those wards and paying 3 guineas a 
week got everything he required excepting medical 
services ; but he maintained that nobody who could pay 
3 guineas a week should be allowed to go into any public 
hospital at all. 

Mr. Ba.uanceE (Norwich) said that in a hospital with 
which he had been connected a lady almoner had been 
working since the beginning of the year, and bad been a 
very great success. The most energetic member of the 
Board of Management in the appointment of this almoner 
and in the direction of her duties had been a working 
men’s representative. He believed that if they could get 
on the Boards of Management of hospitals one or two 
working men’s representatives there would be very little 
or no difficulty in the appointment of an almoner. In 
connexion with University College Hospital the appoint- 
ment of an almoner had been of the greatest possible 
service. 

The CHatrMAN said that he was afraid that he must 
plead guilty to a mistake in ruling, because he saw in the 
report the following: “The Hospitals Committee con- 
siders, however, that independent action by the British 
Medical Association through the Divisions will also be 
necessary, and in preparation for this now requests the 
Divisions to consider and favour the Hospitals Committee 
with their opinions upon the proposals contained in the 
appended document, and to instruct their Representatives 
with a view to definite pronouncements by the Representa- 
tive Meeting.” He saw that the meeting was asked to 
give a pronouncement upon the matter. 

Dr. Pore (Chairman of the Committee) moved that the 
whole matter be referred back with the suggestions that 
had come from the meeting. 

Mr. Armit (Hampstead) seconded the motion. 

Mr. Batiance (Norwich) said that he supposed that it 
would be taken that the suggestions had come from 
individuals and not from the Representative Meeting. 

The CuarrMan said that that would be so. 
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The motion was carried. 

Mr. Ecviot-Biake (Chichester, etc.) moved: 

Thit a préciea of the report of each annual Hospital Con- 
ference, with comments thereon by the Hospitals Com- 
mittee, be prepared and sent tte discussion to the 
Divisions. 

Dr. J. E. Garver (Preston) seconded the motion. 

Dr. Pore aczepted the suggestion, and it was then 

agveed to. 
LEAGUE OF Mercy. 

Mr. Kinsey proposed and Mr. R. C. Straton (Salisbury) 

seconded : 


That the Hospitals Committee be instructed to consider the 
operations of the L2ague of Mercy. 


This was carried. 


VACCINATION BY GENERAL PRACTITIONERS. 
Dr. F. O. Martiey (Dublin), in the absence of the 
Chairman of the Public Health Committee, moved the 
adoption of the following report: 


Special Report by the Public Health Committee on Resolutions 
of the Annual Representative Meeting at Oxford, 1904, 
and Westminster, 1906. 

The Pablic Health Committee has considered the 
following resolution of the Annual Representative Meeting 
of 1906: 

That every monet medics] practitioner ‘should have the 

privileges of a Public Vaccinator. 

The Committee, as responsible for advising the Council 
upon action to be taken on behalf of the Association in 
the matter of vaccination, experiences difficulty in respect 
of this resolution, inasmuch as it appears to the Committee 
to conflict with the previous carefully considered and 
formal declarations of the policy of the Association as 
regards vaccination, which have not been rescinded. 

In order that the policy of the Association in this matter 
may be clearly defined, and the action of the executive 
thereby facilitated, it appears to the Committee advisable 
to submit for the consideration of the Divisions and the 
Representative Meeting a memorandum to elucidate the 
points at issue. 

The question of the policy of the British Medical 
Association, with respect to vaccination, was one of the 
first questions which presented itself for consideration by 
the Council, after the adoption of the new constitution, as 
vaccination legislation was understood then to be contem- 
plated by the Government. Six proposals were formu- 
lated by the Medico-Political and Pablic Health Com- 
mittees, jointly, and approved by the Council in January, 
1903, as a basis for action that might be required in 
emergency before the Representative Meeting could 
consider the matter. 

The Representative Meeting at Swansea referred these 
proposals for consideration by the Divisions, and they 
were accordingly duly submitted, the replies of the Divi- 
sions were collected, a report upon them was laid before 
the Representative Meeting at Oxford in 1904, and that 
meeting definitely approved the six proposals in question. 
Among thege were the following: 


That in future vaccination legislation no certificate of 
successful vacciuation should be accepted unless it 
contain a statement as to the number and area of 
the vesicles produced : 

That all lymph should be supplied by the Government 
or by private establishments under Government 
supervision and guarantee: 

That every private practitioner furnishing the vacci- 
nation authority with certificates of successful and 
efficient vaccination, satisfying a standard fixed by 
the Local Government Board, should receive a suit- 
able fee for each such certificate. 


The action taken by the Public Health Committee and 
Central Council has since that date been guided by this 
declaration of policy, the effect of which will be seen to be 
that the private practitioner would, in vaccinating his own 
private patients, be placed in the position of the public 
vaccinator as regards being supplied with Government 
lymph, and as regurds being required to vaccinate in 
accordance with the standard for the time being laid down 
by the Local Government Board, in consideration of which 
he would receive a fee from the State for his certificate, 
while being patd by his own patient for the performance 





of the operation. The-r:solution of the Representative 
Meeting adopted in 1906 would, on the contrary, have 
the effect that all patients would be vaccinated at the 
expense of the State, each medical practitioner employed 
by a patient being in the position of a public officer for the 
purpose. 

The difficulties which have in the past appeared to the 
Public Health Committee to militate against such a pro- 
posal and have prevented the Committee from putting it 
forward are, stated shortly, first, the difficulty of pro- 
viding for the systematic vaccination of all who may 
require it, seeing that a large proportion of the population 
have not any recognized ordinary medical attendant, and 
secondly, the great expense of Government inspection of 
vaccination performed under such conditions. 

The principal objection which has been urged against. 
the present system of appointment of public vaccinators 
—namely, the alleged undue interference with the 
patients of other practitioners—has been shown by ex- 
perience to be obviated by those practitioners who so 
organize their practice that the fixing of a date for 
the vaccination of the infants of their patients within 
the first four months is systematically arranged and no 
necessity for the intervention of the public varcinator 
arises. 


Dr. ARTHUR Drury (Halifax and Huddersfield) said that 
at the Representative Meeting last year he spoke on the 
resolution, and strongly urged the opinion which the Com- 
mittee had expressed in their report; therefore he was 
pleased now to support the report of the Committee. But 
since then a new Order had come into existence, and he 
very much questioned whether any members of the medical 
profession in that room or outside would desire that last 
year’s resolution should be perpetuated this year, for the 
simple reason that he did not see how any of them could 
possibly crave for the privileges of a public vaccinator. 
One of those privileges was that half a crown was pro- 
posed to be paid for three or three and a half visits; and, 
in addition, facts showed that there had been a great loss 
of practice to public vaccinators. In the last paragraph of 
the report the objections to the system of public vacci- 
nators were very tersely put. It was clear that the 
objection to the system of domiciliary vaccination was not 
one which called fer any alteration of that section of the 
report. He did not think that it was practicable to lay 
down specifically the area of the vesicles. It was different 
with regard {o a statement of the number of the vesicles; 
and he should not be surprised to see that put into a new 
Vaccination Order. 

The CuarrgMan said that the three resolutions to which 
Dr. Drury was referring were passed at Oxford in 1904; and 
the point at issue was, whether the resolution passed at 
the Caxton Hall in 1906 clashed with them. He thought 
that if Dr. Martley would move a specific resolution, it 
would clear the air. 

Dr. Mart Ley said that his Committee felt that the reso- 
lation of 1906—that every registered medical practitioner 
should bave the privilege of a public vaccinator—con- 
flicted with what had been passed at Oxford. He did not 
himself know which to prefer, so to clear the air he would 
move that the resolution of the Annual Representative 
Meeting of 1906 be rescinded, and that the policy adopted 
at Oxford be adhered to. 

Mr. GEORGE JACKSON seconded, and remarked that he 
thought this course only fair. He was a public vaccinator 
himself, and in a sense was speaking against himself. It 
did not follow that the public vaccinator would get more 
than 2s. 6d., and when the matter was done independently 
of the public vaccinator, the fee varied from 3s, 64. to 5s. 
In fairness they should take both sides of the question. 

Sir Victor Horstey, on a point of order, said that if a 
member moved to rescind a motion of such importance, 
the motion should be on the agenda paper. He did 
not think this really arose on the report of the Com- 
mittee. What the Committee said was this: “ It appears 
to the Committee advisable to submit for the con- 
sideration of the Divisions and Representative Meeting 
a@ memorandum,” and he would suggest that all the meet- 
ing had to do was to approve or disapprove that memo- 
randum. He did not believe it to be advisable to 
approve; he did not believe that it would have a good 
effect on the public, nor, above all, on the Government 
departments if the meeting passed resolutions one year 
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and rescinded them without due notice another year. The 
original resolution was passed after debate and due 
consideration, and therefore he thought that any motion 
for rescinding that resolution ought to appear upon the 
agenda. All that was necessary was to approve or disap- 
prove of the memorandum. 

Mr. WOLSTENHOLME (Manchester, Salford) pointed out 
that it was merely a matter of definition as to what was 
meant by privileges. The feeling of the previous meeting 
was that to be a general practitioner and not a public vacci- 
nator was to incur certain disabilities. In the first place, 
the general practitioner did not get a free supply of Govern- 
ment lymph; and, secondly, he did not get paid from a 
Government source for all successful vaccinations. Many 
of the matters Dr. Drury had referred to were not 
privileges but duties. 

Mr. ArmiT asked the Chairman to give a ruling on Sir 
Victor Horsley’s point of order. 

fs CHAIRMAN ruled that the motion to rescind was in 
order. 

Dr. Cox (Gateshead and Consett) said that his Division 
considered the objection on the ground of the great expense 
of Government inspection of vaccination was made under 
a misunderstanding. His Division thought the expense 
would not be much more than it was at present. Under 
the present system the inspector selected a few cases to 
inspect. He ventured to submit that he need do no more 
if every medical man’s certificate were accepted by the 
Government, and the expense would not be much greater. 
He would move, therefore, that the meeting disagrees 
with the statement on the ground that the expense of 
inspection need not necessarily be greater. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME (Manchester, Salford) moved to delete 
the clause, but the Chairman said he could not avcept that. 

Mr. BroapBENT (Manchester North) seconded the 
resolution, and also wished to poiut out that the feeling 
was very strong in Lancashire that every practitioner 
should be a public vaccinator. It was felt that that would 
remove a very great deal of friction. He had, therefore, 


great pleasure in supporting this, and also the suggestion : 


which was carried in London. 

Mr. Nasu (East Norfolk and North Suffolk) said he was 
one of the Committee that had had this under considera- 
tion, and all the members had come to the conclusion 
that there must be increased expense of inspection. 
Under the present system the inspector took perhaps a 
dozen of the public vaccinator’s cases, so that he had a 
fair scattering of samples of the man’s practice. If he 
was only to take the same number of cases in a town 
where perhaps instead of one public vaccinator there 
would be thirty practitioners, how was he to take a fair 
sample of each man’s practice, unless he trebled the 
ground of inspection? That was one of the difficul- 
ties which had to be met in considering the suggestion 
that every medical man should be a public vaccinator. 

In reply to Dr. J. D. Hituis (East Leinster) the CHair- 
MAN said that a motion to rescind a resolution was in 
order even though notice had not been given of it, and 
added that he wanted to clear up Dr. Martley’s position. 
If the Chairman of the Committee had been present the 
meeting would have been able to get more definitely and 
clearly what the opinion of the Committee was on the 
matter. The Committee wanted guidance from the meet- 
ing. In the report it was asserted that the resolutions of 
1904 and 1906 were in conflict. 

Dr. M. Russen Ruopes (Manchester South) opposed the 
proposal to rescind the resolution. The meeting would 
appear to be vacillating if it passed a resolution one year 
and rescinded it the next. The question was one of 
principle, and not of advantages or disadvantages. 

Mr. Percy Ross (Stratford) could not see that the two 
resolutions were contradictory. 


The motion that the resolution of 1906 should be re- |. 


scinded was put to the meeting and lost. 

Dr. ALFRED Cox (Gateshead and Consett) moved, and 
Mr. G. H. BroapBent (Manchester North) seconded a 
motion to the effect that the meeting disagreed with the 
statement relating to the expense of inspection. 

Sir Victor Horsiey (Marylebone) said that this 
extremely important business should not be disposed 
of by areport such as the meeting had before it. Many 
questions were really involved. For instance, the Repre- 
sentative Meeting referred to bad instructed the central 
Officials to go to the Local Government Board on the 





important question of the provision of Government. 
lymph to every practitioner. He was one of the 
deputation to the Board for that purpose. He need 
hardly say that they got no further; but at any rate 
they did their duty in endeavouring to carry out their 
instruction. This was really one of the points included 
in the report, though it was so buried in it that he defied 
anybody who was not acquainted with the previous history 
of the subject to discover it. He would suggest to Dr. 
Martley, considering the importance of the subject, that 
the most politic thing to do in regard to the question was 
to take back his report. He would ask him to receive it 
back for further consideration of the whole subject by his 
Committee. 

Mr. Nasu seconded the proposal of Sir Victor Horsley. - 

Dr. Mart Ley (Dublin) said that he was perfectly willing 
to accept the suggestion. 

The proposal was carried. 

SPECIAL FINANCE INQUIRY COMMITTEE. 

The CHAIRMAN at this point vacated the chair, on the 
ground that as he was the Chairman of the Special 
Finance Inquiry Committee it would be more convenient 
that he should not occupy the chair of that meeting while 
in charge of the report of the Committee. The chair was 
taken by Dr. H. A. Latimer, Deputy Chairman. 

The meeting then proceeded to the consideration of the 
report, together with its conclusions and recommenda- 
tions. The report, after the amendments adopted by the 
Representative Meeting have been embodied in it, will 
be published, and the publication of the report of the 
discussion is postponed, so that it may appear along with 
the report itself. 


TUESDAY, Juty 30TH. 
Dr. J. A. Macponatp in the Chair. 
CoNFIRMATION OF MINUTES. 

The minutes of the previous day having been signed as 
correct, 

SpecraL Finance Inquiry COMMITTEE. 

The meeting proceeded to allocate the resolutions it had 
adopted on the report of this Committee to the Council 
and the Divisions respectively. The report of these 
proceedings will be published subsequently. 

Mepico-PoLiticaL CoMMITTEE. 

The annual report of the Medico-Political Committee 
was received as follows: 

The Medico-Political Committee, in reporting to the 
Annual Representative Meeting of 1907 upon the results of 
its deliberations and action taken during the year, pursuant 
to instructions of the Annual Representative Meeting at 
London, or instructions of the Council, or with respect to 
matters which have been brought to the notice of the 
Committee, presents, as in former years, in tabular form, a 
succinct account of the matters dealt with, as follows : 





Subject. Origin. — ~ 


1. Contract Prac- 
tice— 
a. Recommenda- | Resolutions that Recommendations circu- 
tions as to (i)| Recommendations lated to Divisions ac- 
Contract Prac-| asamended beap- cordingly 
° +e - . 
tice, (ii) Public | proved and circu 
MedicalServices,| lated to Divisions 
(iii) Provident | 
Dispensaries 


b. Disputes in | Usually applica- Action taken as stated in 
various districts | tions for assist- report 
ance 


c. Central Emer- | Instructions of Action taken to obtain 
gency Fund Council confirmed subscriptions; contribu- 
by Representative tions made to South 
Meeting, 1906 Wales Branch for Ebbw 

Vale dispute 


d. Present work-| Communication Departmental Committee 
ing of Truck from Branch communicated with and 
Act and sugges- evidence tendered; in- 


tions for amend- formation collected ; 
ment | statement of evidence 
( drafted 











ry 
| 
I | 




















Result. 
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Subject. Origin. Action taken and Subject. Origin. eee” — and 





e. Employment 
of Steamship 
Surgeons 


2. Reiation 


ties’ Sanatoria 


8. Certifying Fac- 


of 
Medical Men to 
Friendly Socie- 


Communication 
from former Ship 
Surgeon 


| 


from Members 


Communication 


e+ . | 
Communications 





tory Surgeons _ | from Factory Sur. | 

| geons’ Association 

4. Postal Medical | Request from Postal 
Officers Medical Officers’ | 
Association for | 
support as regards | 


6. Medical exam- 
ination for Life 
Insurance 


6. Medical exam- 
ination of Sea- 
men; .employ- 
ment of practi- 
tioners by Ship- 
ping Federation 


7. Feesto Medical 
Witnesses and 
fees in = Police 
Emergency cases 


8. Action with re- 
spect to Parlia- 
mentary LElec- 
tions 

9. Medical and 
Dentists Acts 
Consolidation 
Bill 


10. Prohibition of | 


Medical practice 
by Companies 
Bill 


11. Notification of 
Births Bill 


12. State Regis- | 


tration of Nurses 


13. King Edward’s 
Hospital Fund 
Bill 


new order affect- | 
ing termination of | 


ascertain propor- | 
tion between work | 
| of Medical Fx. | 
aminer and fees 
offered, and to 
‘ refer whole ques- 
tions to Divisions 
for their opinion 


: | 
appointments 

| | 

| Resolution renewing 

| instruction to 

| 


Co'mmunications 
from North of | 
England Branch, | 
and Salford Divi- 


sion 


Instruction to_con- 
tinue action 


Instructions to 
Medico - Political 
Committee 


Approval of Report | 
and Instruction to | 
prepare Consoli- | 
dation instead of 

| Amendment Bill 

| | 








} 
| 


| 
| ! 
Introduction of Bill 


| 

| | 
| Resolutions of Re. | 
| presentative Meet- | 
ing approving ac. | 

| tion and ordering | 
| continuance | 





for statutory in- | 
corporation 


| | 
| | 


| 
| 
| 


Enquiries made 


Investigation proceeding 


Conference and promise 
of support; negotiations 
with Home Secretary 
pending 


Postal Medical Officers’ 
Association supported ; 
action taken in indivi- 
dual cases; concessions 
from Postmaster-Gene- 
ral; action being con- 
tinued and general con. 
ditions of service inves- 
tigated 

Information collected 

from Insurance Com- 

panies preparatory to 
reference ta Divisions 


Correspondence with the 
Shipping Federation ; 
enquiries proceeding 


Memorial forwarded to 
Home Secretary 


Parliamentary questions 
re- drafted; arrange- 
ments made for action 
in by-elections 


Bill re-drafted accord- 
ingly as Consolidation 
Bill 


Introduction of Bill | Conference with various 


bodies held ; communi- 
cation with General 
Medical Council 


| Bill blocked ; Members of 


Parliament circularised 
through Divisions 


Copies of resolutions for- 


warded to Chairman of 
Select Committee -and 
Introducer of Bill 


Introduction of Bill | Enquiries in co-operation 


with Hospitals Com- 
mittee ; representations 
to Prince of Wales ; 
communication with 
Dr. Rutherford, M.P., 
and with other Mem. 
bers of Parliament seek. 
ing amendment of Bill 














14. Midwives Act- 


a. Amendment of | Instructions to con- Memorial prepared for 


Act tinue action submission to Priv 
| Council as to Midwives 
| Act 

b. Rules under | Instructions to_con- | Communications with the 

Act tinue action Midwives Board as to 

Rules 
15.— 
a. Medical In- | Instruction to con- | Schemes submitted to 
spection of | tinue action, after | Divisions, in prepara- 





School Children! reference to Di- | tion for action 


visions 


Enquiries made of Divi- 
sions 


Instruction to en- 
quire 


b. Sending. of 
School Children 
to Hospitals 


16. Workmen’s 
Compe nsation 
Act 


Progress of Bill watched : 
amendment proposing 
extension of schedule of 
diseases supported; re- 
commendations made 
at request of Home 
Office as to regulations 
under Act affecting con- 
ditions of employment 
of referees and other 
practitioners 


Instruction to con- 
tinue action 


| Instructions as to policy 
| noted; action taken with 
regard to Local Govern- 
ment Order reducing 
vaccination fees; report 
submitted by Public 
Health Committee as to 
position of private prac- 


17. Vaceination .| Approval of Report 
on  Vacvination | 
expenses; instruc- 
tions as to policy 
concerning posi- 
tion of private 
practitioners, sup- 
ply of Government 


lymph, re-vaccina- _titioners 
tion and instruc- 
tion in vaccination 
18. Lunacy and | Approval of Report Evidence given before 


and Instructions 
to continue action | 


Inebriates Law Royal Commission 


Action taken through 
Science Committee 


Instruction to con- 
tinue action 


19. Vivisection .. 


| Correspondence with Se- 
lect Committee of House 
of Commons 


Instruction to con- 
tinue action 


20. Income Tax.. 


Subject watched; no 


action needed 


Instruction to con- 


21. Sight-Testing 
tinue action 


Opticians Bill 


| Grant of Charter success- 
fully opposed 


Communication 
from Medical De- 
fence Union 


22. Application 
by Association of 
Medical Herba- 
lists for Royal | 
Charter | 


| 








The Committee presents the following more detailed 
statement as to their deliberations and the action they have 
taken upon each of the matters contained in the foregoing 
table, as follows :— 


(1) Contract Practice. 
(a) Circulation of Recommendations to Divisions. 


The Recommendations as to Contract Practice generally, 
as to Provident Dispensaries and as to Public Medicab 
Services were circulated to the Divisions as directed by the 
Meeting, and several Divisions have reported having taken 
action to give effect to the principles therein contained. 

Copies of the Recommendations have been, supplied to 
several Divisions at their request for circulation to all prac- 
titioners in their respective areas. 
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(b) Action in Disputes. 


The Committee has acted in accordance with the principles 
approved by the Representative Meeting in support of 
medical practitioners in the following districts, the nature of 
the appointments in question being stated in each case :— 


1. Ammanford ... Colliery appointments. 


2. Barrow-in-Furness ... National Deposit Friendly 
Society. 

3. Bradford Police Surgeons. 

4, Brixton Free Dispensary. 

5, Chirk ... ‘col Colliery appointment. 

6. Colne Valley... Friendly Society. 

7. Coventry Provident Dispensary. 

8. Ebbw Vale Colliery and Steel Works. 

9, Godalming Local Medical Aid Society. 


10. Gower (Glain.) 

11. Helensburgh... 

12. [lford.... 5 

13. Luton... aes w 
14. Manchester and Sal- 

ford. 

15. Norwich aes 

16. Petworth ... 

17. Rhymney Valley 


18. Sheffield ee 


Friendly Society. 

Friendly Society. 

Local Medical Aid Society. 
Friendly Societies’ Institute. 
Provident Dispensaries. 


Friendly Societies’ Institute. 

Friendly Society. 

Collieries and Local Medical 
Aid Society. 

Great Central Railway appoint- 
ments, 

Great Central Railway appoint- 
ments. 

... Post Ottice appointment. 


19. Stockport 


20. Tottenham 


21 Upper and _ Lower Friendly Societies, 
Gornal. 
22. Worcester Amalgamated Friendly So- 
cieties, 


Action has also been taken, under the immediate super- 
vision of the Public Health Committee, in the following cases, 
which are conveniently stated here for the information of the 
Representative Meeting :— 


1. Coventry ... Medical Officer of Health. 
2. Glenshiel, Xe. ... Poor Law Medical Officer. 
3. Halifax... Bis Mee ‘3 re ag 

4. Ibstock oe: s ae ‘ 

5. Ilkeston Lady Health Officer. 

6. Keighley ... Public Vaccinator. 

7. Lutterworth ... Poor Law Medical Officer. 
8. Market Harvorough _... - ” “ 

9. Mickleton... es Ree 3 ve - 
10. Wimborne... _— i - ‘ ‘a 


The amount of assistance required has varied greatly. In 
some instances advice or information only has been needed, 
and in some simply the insertion of the usual warning notice 
in the Journal, and the ordinary action taken pursuant 
thereto. Some cases have required very careful considera- 
tion by the Committees concerned, and in a few instances it 
has been necessary to instruct the Medical Secretary to visit 
the district. 

In the matter of the Great Central Railway, the Stockport 
Division has, on its own initiative, collected information, 
and communicated with other Divisions with a view to joint 
action. 

In several of these cases the intervention of the Associa- 
tion has resulted in obtaining better terms than would other- 
wise have been procurable. In some instances the issue is 
still in doubt. 


(c) Central Emergency Fund. 


‘The Central Emergency Fund, on which the Association 
‘must rely in some cases for giving the necessary material 
support to individuals, has not yet received the general 
support either from the Association or from the profession 
as a whole, which the Committee hopes it may receive. As 
the nature and objects of the Fund, however, have become 
more widely known during the last few months, contribu- 
tions have increased. A statement of the present position 
of the Fund will be laid before the Representatives. 


(d) Truck Act. 
At the instance of a Branch of the Association, an 
offer was made and accepted, for the Association to give 





evidence before the Departmental Committee of the Home 
Office on the Truck Act, under which much contract work is 
carried on in some industrial districts. The Council made a 
grant in aid of such inquiry into the matter, and valuable 
information has been collected which will be placed before 
the Committee when evidence is given, a date for which has 
not yet been fixed. A copy is appended to this Report of 
the provisional Memorandum of the evidence to be given. 


(e) Employment of Ships’ Surgeons. 


Information received from a Ship’s Surgeon, who com- 
plained that he had been called upon when on the high seas 
to perform duties, as regards vaccination, greatly in excess of 
those for which he had been engaged, led the Committee to 
inquire into the conditions of service of medical officers of 
passenger vessels, particularly those trading with South 
America. As the result of communications with the Com- 
pany specially concerned, compensation was given to the 
individual officer who raised the question, and assurances 
satisfactory to the Committee were given as regards future 
conditions of employment. 


(2) SANATORIA FOR WorKERS SUFFERING FROM TUBERCU- 
LOSIS. 


(Established by a Society representing Friendly Societies, 
Trades Unions, and similar bodies.) 


Enquiries received from Members of the Association in 
Carlisle, Leicester, and Tunbridge Wells, brought to the 
notice of the Association the efforts that were being made by 
a body designated the National Association for the Estab- 
lishment and Maintenance of Sanatoria for Workers suffer- 
ing from Tuberculosis, to obtain the gratuitous services of 
medical practitioners as referees for the examination of 
patients whose admission to the Sanatoria established by 
that body should be under consideration. The Members in 
question considered that this organisation was established on 
provident principles and that medical practitioners who 
worked for them should be paid for such work. 

The question was also raised as to whether this was a 
matter in which the appointment of medical referees in 
different districts was the most satisfactory system. 

The question having been referred to the Hospitals and 
Medico- Political Committees, it was decided to investigate 
the circumstances and a paragraph was inserted in the 
British Mepicat JourNaL advising medical practitioners 
to suspend decision as to acting as referees in this matter 
until the enquiries of the Association were completed. The 
National Association for the Establishment of Sanatoria 
applied to the Association to receive a deputation, and it 
was referred to the Contract Practice Sub-Committee of the 
Medico-Political Committee, with representatives appointed 
by the Hospitals Committee, to receive such deputation and 
report. 

The deputation was received on July 10th, and gave 
information to the effect that the Association in question 
was an independent organisation, formed, however, as the 
result of a conference of delegates of Friendly Societies, 
Trades Unions, and similar bodies ; that the Sanatoria were 
to be maintained by contributions from such bodies 
who were expected to maintain beds for the patients 
whom they sent ; that it was considered that the Association 
could not at present afford to pay medical fees (except those 
of the resident medical staff), but the ultimate payment of 
fees was contemplated ; and that medical practitioners m 
many parts of the country had already consented to act as 
referees, particularly those who already act as local referees 
for the Mount Vernon Hospital at Ventnor. 

The reception of the deputation having taken place so 
recently, there bas not been an opportunity for the Hos, 
pitals and Medico-Political Committees to consider the 
Report of the Joint Sub-Committee. 


(3) Fees or Certiryinc Factory SURGEONS. 


Action has been taken by the Committee in support of the 
effort of the Association of Certifying Factory Surgeons to 
obtain adequate remuneration for examinations made by 
them, namely, a fee of 1s. for examinations at their surgeries 
instead of the 6d. at present paid ; and, for examinations a 
factories, a minimum fee of 2s. 6d., to cover examination of 
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not more than two cases, with an additional 1s. for each extra 
case examined. 

The Home Secretary has been requested to receive a 
deputation with regard to the subject. He has intimated 
(May, 1907) that although he is unable to receive such a 
deputation at present, he does not intend to lose sight of the 
matter. 


(4) Position oF PostaL MEpicaL OFFICERS. 


Arising out of new rules laid down by the Postmaster- 
General, as to the age limit for the retirement of Postal 
Medical Officers, the Committee has supported action taken 
by Divisions in vindication of the rights of Postal Medical 
Officers serving under existing contracts. 

The Committee has acted in co-operation with the Postal 
Medical Ofticers’ Association in connection with the matter, 
and an investigation of the whole subject of terms of 
employment of Postal Medical Officers has been under- 
taken. 

The action of the Postal Medical Officers’ Association, 
supported by the British Medical Association, has resulted 
in the promise of important concessions by the Postmaster- 
General, among these being that in the case of any existing 
officer whose age may be above the age limit recently laid 
down, and of whose efficiency there is definite evidence, the 
Order will not at present be enforced. Accordingly, the 
case of one officer dismissed has been brought to the notice 
of the Postmaster-General by the Postal Medical Officers’ 
Association, the Division concerned, and the Medico- 
Political Committee, and the Postmaster-General has 
romised careful consideration of the representations made 
y the three bodies. 


(5) MepicaL Examinations ror Lire INSURANCES. 


Pursuant to the instructions of the Representative Meeting, 
enquiries were sent to the 86 Insurance Companies mentioned 
in Whitaker’s Almanack as doing Life Insur:nce business, 
and a further letter was addressed to 23 who had not 
previously replied. Up to June 12th, 64 Companies have 
given the information desired, six have written refusing to 
give any information, two state that they are not within the 
scope of the Committee’s enquiries, and one that it pays no 
fee to its Medical Examiners; 13 have taken no notice. 

Of the 64 Companies who have furnished information as 
to the fees which they pay, 20 pay at least £1 1s., irrespective 
of amount of Policy; one pays that fee except in the case of 
“Children’s Deferred ” Insurance, for which it pays 10s. 6d. ; 
one pays £1 ls. except for amounts under £100, or “ where 
the premium is inadequate,” in both of which cases it 
requests the proposer to pay the fee. 

The remaining 42 companies pay in some cases fees less 
than £1 1s. the fee varying according to the amount pro- 
posed to be insured for. 

The replies obtained contain so much important informa- 
tion that the Committee has thought it desirable that this 
should be thoroughly analysed before the next part of the 
instruction to the Committee, namely, a reference of the 
subject to the Divisions, is carried out. 


(6) MepicaL EXAMINATION oF SEAMEN. 


Information received from the North of England Branch 
and the Salford Division drew attention to the action of the 
Shipping Federation in engaging medical men to examine 
seamen, as regards their fitness for employment, at a fee of 1s. 
per head. 

The replies of the Shipping Federation to the enquiries of 
the Committee were to the effect that the duties required 
were of a very simple character, and the Committee has 
directed further enquiries to be made. 


(7) Fees To MepicaL WITNEssEs AND FEEs 1N Pouice 
EMERGENCY CASEs. 


_ During the period since the Annual Representative Meet- 
ing, 1906, the Committee has continued to watch the result 
of the Home Secretary’s Order, dated June 22nd, 1904, as to 
fees to medical witnesses. 

The official Memorandum accompanying that Order stated 
that there was a suitable increase in the allowances to 
witnesses giving professional evidence, and that, except in 





one point, fees under this head followed the recommenda- 
tions of the Departmental Committee appointed in 1903 to 
enquire into allowances to prosecutors and witnesses on. 
criminal prosecutions. The recommendations of the Depart- 
mental Committee were to the effect that, having regard to 
the special position of professional witnesses who gave 
evidence in their professional capacity, there should be an 
increased scale of fees paid to them. 

The Committee has collected evidence which shows that 
the declared intention of the Home Office in this respect is 
not uniformly carried out under the Order in question, and 
that, so far from a general increase of fees having taken 
place, fees at assizes have in some parts been even less than 
under the old rules. 

A Memorial to the above effect has been forwarded to the 
Home Secretary, who was requested to receive a smal? 
deputation on the subject. 

The Home Secretary declined to receive the deputation 
and requested the Committee to forward to him in writing 
particulars of specific cases of inadequate fees. 

The Committee has deferred further action until a more 
complete collection of illustrative cases is in its possession, 


(8) PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS. 


Pursuant to the instruction of the Representative Meeting 
the Committee has redrafted the questions to be put to 
Parliamentary candidates, and it is proposed that these shail 
in future be corrected from time to time in order that they 
may relate to the matters of actual Parliamentary interest at 
the time when an election takes place. 

With a view to the systematic approaching of candidates. 
for Parliament, arrangements are being made whereby, in 
connection with any By-election, the Division, if it desires to 
take action, may be supplied with prints of the questions, 
addressed envelopes, and such other documents and assistance 
generally as can be given from the Central Office. 


(9) Britt To AMEND AND CONSOLIDATE THE MEDICAL AND 
Dentists ACTS. 


In pursuance of the instruction in Minute 266 of the 
Annual Representative Meeting at London, the Committee 
has continued the redrafting of the Medical Acts Amend- 
ment Bill, tomake it a Bill both to amend and consolidate 
the Medical and Dentists Acts. 

Pending the completion of the draft of this Bill, Members 
of Parliament had balloted for places in the interests of the 
previous draft» Bill (Medical Acts Amendment Bill), but 
without success. 

The Committee has communicated with the British Dental} 
Association as regards questions arising, in connection with 
the Consolidating Bill, atfecting the dental profession. 

A draft Consolidation Bill, prepared by Counsel, has been 
considered, and referred back for redrafting in respect of 
certain détails. 


(10) Prouisition oF MepicaL Practice By CoMPANIES 
Bit. 


A communication from the Solicitors to the General 
Medical Council drew the attention of the Association to 
this Bill promoted by the General Medical Council. The 
Association was requested to assist in collecting evidenee of 
the abuses which the Bill is designed to remove, namely, the 
carrying on of medical practice by Limited Companies, and 
the commission by companies of certain acts whieh if com- 
mitted by individuals would be offences under the Medicad 
Acts. 

At the instance of the Association a Conference took place 
of representatives of the Association, of the Medical Defence 
Union, and of the London and Counties Medical Protection 
Society, with the Solicitors of the General Medical Council. 
The conclusions of the Conference were that the Bill in ques- 
tion, relating only to Limited Companies, was too restricted 
in its scope to deal with a large proportion of the abuses of 
which the records of the various societies afforded evidence, 
and representations were made to the General Medical 
Council with a view to the promotion of a Bill of more 
extended form. That Council, however, has proceeded with 
the Bill, and, in compliance with its request, a draft state- 
ment was prepared, under direction of the Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee, of the evidence which the Association would 
be able to give. his being considered by the advisers of 
the General Medical Council not to be such as would facili- 
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«ate the passing of the Bill, those acting for the General 
Medical Council decided not to call representatives of the 
British Medical Association as witnesses, and the Parlia- 
amentary Sub-Committee did not consider it necessary for the 
Association to give evidence in the matter on its own 
account. 

The Bill has passed in the House of Lords and“is now 
awaiting second reading in the House of Commons. —~ 


(11) Notirtcation oF Birrus Bit. 


The introduction into Parliament by Lord Robert Cecil 
and others of the Notification of Births Bill has raised again 
the question of statutory obligations imposed upon medical 
practitioners to discharge duties for which they receive no 
remuneration, as in the case of the Death Registration Acts. 

Dr. Cooper, M.P., took the matter up in the House of 
Commons, and urged in the Standing Committee on the Bill 
that the provisions requiring medical practitioners and 
midwives to notify births, under a penalty of 20s., should be 
struck out of the Bill, the duty being left to be discharged 
‘by the parents. Though defeated in the Committee, 
Dr. Cooper has continued his opposition to the Bill, and, 
as the result of the action taken by many Divisions of the 
Association, at the instance of the Medico-Political Com- 
mittee, many Members of Parliament have intimated their 
concurrence in his opposition, as regards imposing a statutory 
‘obligation of the kind in question without remuneration. 

The President of the Local Government Board having 
taken an active interest in the Bill, representations have 
been made to him by the Association, both by memorial and 
by deputation, but up to the present he has not consented to 
the suggestions of the Association. 


(12) Stare REGISTRATION OF NURSES. 


The Annual Representative Meeting of 1906 approved, by 
90 to 3 (Minute 252), of the recommendation of the Parlia- 
mentary Select Committee that a State Register of Nurses 
should be instituted. The Meeting further expressed the 
opinion that on any Central Council or Board appointed the 
medical and nursing professions should be adequately and 
dlirectly represented, the medical representatives to be at 
least one-half of the Members of that body. The Resolutions 
of the Representative Meeting were duly forwarded to 
Mr. Tennant, M.P., as Chairman of the Select Committee, 
and also to Mr. Munro Ferguson, M.P., who introduced the 
Nurses Registration Bill into Parliament in the Session 
1905-6. No progress has been made as regards legislation 
on the subject in the present Session. 


(13) Kine Epwarp’s Hospirat Founp BIL. 


In view of the announced intention of the Council of the 
‘King Edward’s Hospital Fund to promote an Act of Parlia- 
ment for the incorporation of the Fund, on the basis of 
giving to the present President, the Prince of Wales, the 
sole power of appointing the Council, disposing of the 
Funds, and appointing his successor, the Hospitals and 
Medico-Political Committees considered that action by the 
Association was desirable. 

As the result of their representations the Council appointed 
a Joint Committee, representative of the two Committees, 
to make representations to the Prince of Wales as to the 
desirability of the introduction of the representative principle 
in the constitution of the Council, and as to the importance 
of medical representation on such a Council. An unfavour- 
able reply was received from the Prince of Wales, but the 
Council did not think it desirable that the Association 
should act as opponents of the Bill. When the Bill reached 
the report stage in the House of Commons, amendments 
were introduced through the intervention of Dr. Ruther- 
ford, M.P., with whom the Association acted in co-operation. 
These amendments removed in some degree the objections 
previously taken by the profession to the Bill. 


(14) Mipwives Act. 
(a) Amendment of the Act. 

Owing to the many matters requiring the attention of the 
Medico-Political Committee during the year, and the con- 
gested state of Parliamentary business, an opportunity has 
not been found of advancing legislation with a view to the 





payment of Medical Practitioners called in to assist mid- 
Wives. 

A Memorial to the Privy Council has been drawn up, and 
it is proposed to seek the support of the General Medical 
Council and the Central Midwives Board in approaching the 
Privy Council on the subject. No Bill of the kind would 
have any prospect of success unless introduced by the 
Government, who it is hoped may take the matter up, if 
brought before the Privy Council at a suitable date during 
the Parliamentary recess. 


(b) Rules under the Midwives Act. 


As the result of further communication with the Midwives 
Board, information has been received that many of the 
amendments suggested by the Association to the Rules of 
the Board under the Act were being carried into effect. 


(15) Mepicau Inspection or Scooot CHILDREN : MEDICAL 
BUREAU IN THE Epocation DEPARTMENT. 


The Session 1906-7 has been marked bya distinct advance 
in the movement for medical inspection of school children and 
kindred reforms. 

The result of the action taken by the Association in 
1905-6, including the deputation which waited upon the 
President of the Board of Education in July, 1906, was, as 
reported to the Annual Representative Meeting of that year, 
the acceptance by the Government of an amendment to the 
Education Bill, then before the House of Commons, to provide 
for such inspection. 

In the present Session of Parliament a Bill has‘ been 
introduced by Mr. W. Rea to provide fer medical inspection, 
and a provision for this is also included in a Government 
Bill which embodies the Jess controversial Clauses of the 
Education Bill of 1996. There is every reason to believe 
that one of these Bills will be enicted in the present 
Session. 

In anticipation of such enactment the Committee has 
circulated to the Divisions : (i) a series of questions on the 
subject ; (ii) a provisional scheme for the inspection of 
school children, both of which, together with the replies of 
the Divisions thereon, are printed as an Appendix to the 
present Report. (See pp. 11-15.) 

The subject of medical inspection of schools is connected 

from the administrative standpoint with that of the teaching 
of hygiene and temperance in schools (the promotion of 
which as part of the policy of the Association was adopted 
by the Council in February, 1904, on the recommendation 
of the Public Health Committee), the establishment of a 
medical bureau in the Education Department being neces- 
sary for both purposes. The Association, through the 
Public Health Committee, took part with other Societies in 
a Conference held in April, 1907, as to the teaching of 
hygiene and temperance in the British empire, and the 
Chairman of Representative Meetings and the Chairman of 
the Public Health Committee of the Association, as repre- 
entatives from that Conference, accepted invitations to act 
in a deputation to the President of the Board of Education 
to urge upon him, zxter alia, the importance of the establish- 
ment of a medical bureau, as recommended by the Repre- 
sentative Meeting of the Association in July, 1906. In the 
unavoidable absence of the Chairman of Representative 
Meetings, Sir Victor Horsley put forward the views of the 
Association in this matter on his behalf. Mr. McKenna 
has subsequently promised that such a bureau shall be con- 
stituted. 


(16) WorkKMEn’s CoMPENSATION ACT. 


The progress, during the Autumn Session, of the 
Workmen’s Compensation Bill was carefully watched and 
Members of Parliament were circularised in support of an 
amendment by Mr. Tennant, M.P., to extend the scope of 
the Bill so as to include all diseases the result of employ- 
ment, instead of only those stated in the schedule of the 
Bill. 

Since the passing of the Act the Committee has, at the 
request of the Home Office, considered the draft regulations 
to be made under the Act regarding the conditions of 
employment of medical referees and other practitioners in 
compensation cases. 

The recommendations of a conference of experts, convened 
by the Committee, were forwarded to the Home Office, the 
principal recommendations being that the fees in respect of 
certain duties should be increased, and that provision should 
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be made for the referee to meet the employer's and 
workman’s doctor for a joint examination of the patient. 

The suggestions made by the Association were not adopted 
by the Home Office, but when experience has been obtained 
of the working of the Act an opportunity may arise for 
suggesting amendments of the regulations. 


(17) VACCINATION. 


The Committee has carefully noted the instructions of the 
Annual Representative Meeting, 1906, as to the policy of the 
Association in matters of vaccination legislation, but no 
opportunity has presented itself of giving effect to these 
except as regards the question of fees of Public Vaccinators. 

The Local Government Board has issued an Order em- 
powering Guardians to pay lower fees than hitherto, and 
several Boards of Guardians have already taken action with 
a view to reducing fees accordingly. On the recommenda- 
tion of the Public Health Committee, and as the result of a 
conference with representatives of the Public Vaccinators’ 
Association, action is being confined to those cases in which 
the local Division is of opinion that the fees offered by the 
Guardians are inadequate, having regard to the duties to be 
discharged by the Public Vaccinators, that is to say, that 
the principle approved by the Representative Meeting, 
1906, will be observed, namely, that the question of fees 
must be considered in connection with the amount of work 
to be done. In any case in which a Division shall decide to 
support the Public Vaccinators in resisting the reduction 
of fees, support will be given from the central office. 

As regards the question of all medical practitioners acting 
as Public Vaccinators, a special report has been prepared by 
the Public Health Committee, and is being submitted to the 
Representative Meetitig. 


(18) Lunacy Anb INEBRIATEs Law. 


The Annual Representative Meeting, 1906, approved the 
reports and recommendations presented to that Meeting by 
the Medico-Political Committee (page 116 of London 
Minutes). 

The Committee has again appointed a Lunacy Sub- 
Committee to carry out the instructions arising from the 
approval by the Annual Representative Meeting of the 
reports and recommendations referred to. 

* view of the extension of the reference to the Royal 
Commission on the feeble-minded, to include questions 
affecting the constitution of the Lunacy Commission and the 
general administration of the Lunacy Laws, application was 
made to the Royal Commission that evidence, in the sense 
of the instructions of the Annual Representative Meeting, 
should be heard from the Association. 

This request having been acceded to, Dr. Buist, 
Mr. Straton and the Medical Secretary were nominated as 
Representatives of the Association to attend, and attended 
before the Royal Commission on December 13th and gave 
evidence. 

The question having been raised, during the giving of 
evidence before the Commission, as to which Government 
Department should have the duty of supervising the care and 
control of all persons of unsound mind, evidence was given 
in accordance with the pronouncements of the Association to 
the effect that all questions of Public Health should be 
placed under the central supervision of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, reorganised to discharge efficiently the duties 
of the State Administration of Public Health. 

The Committee submits (see Appendix, pp. 17-20) a formal 
statement of the evidence presented by the Committee on 
behalf of the Association to the Royal Commission. 


(19) VivisEcTION. 


The Annual Meeting of 1906 approved the Committee’s 
report of action taken in opposition to certiin Bills intro- 
duced into Parliament for the prohibition or greatly increased 
restriction of vivisection. 

As the Science Committee had already under considera- 
tion the preparation of evidence to lay before the Royal 
Commission, the instruction of the Annual Representative 
Meeting, 1906, to continue the above action was referred to 
that Cummittee. : 


(20) Income Tax. 


communicated with the Select Com- 
of Commons on the Differentia- 


The Committee 
mittee of the House 








tion and Graduation of the Income Tax, with a view to 
submitting evidence in co-operation with other bodies in 
support of the principle of differentiation between “ Earned” 
and “ Unearned” Incomes. A reply was received from the 
Committee that presumably the evidence given by the 
Association would have reference only to the desirability 
of graduation as to which the difficulty of the Committee 
did not chiefly arise. The main question before the Com- 
mittee was as to the practicahility of differentiation. 

The Select Committee finally reported that differentiation 
was practicable, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
acting upon this Report, introduced into the Budget pro- 
visions whereby a remission of taxatioa is given in respect 
of earned incomes. 


(21) Sient-Testine Opticians BILL. 


With regard to the instruction to the Committee to con- 
tinue to oppose Bills introduced into Parliament to create a 
special privileged class of “ Sight-Testing Opticians,” no Bil} 
of the kind has been introduced in the present Session. 
It would appear, therefore, that the action taken in the last 
Session by the Association has succeeded for the time being. 


(22) APPLICATION BY THE ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL 
HERBALISTS FOR A Royat CHARTER. 


The attention of the Association having been drawn by 
the Medical Defence Union to the fact that a body called the 
‘National Association of Medical Herbalists of Great 
Britain, Limited.” had applied for a Royal Charter of 
Incorporation, 2a Memorial objecting to the granting of the 
proposed Charter was sukmitted to the Privy Council, atten- 
tion being specially drawn to the fact that among the 
declared objects of this body was practically the evasion of 
the Medical Acts. Action in the matter was taken also by 
the General Medical Council, the Apothecaries’ Society, and 
the Pharmaceutical Societv. The Privy Council refused to 
grant the Charter. 


(1) (a) Circulation of Recommendations to Divisions. 
This paragraph was agreed to. 


(1) (6) Action in Disputes. 

Statements were made by the Medical Secretary, and by 
Representatives specially acquainted with the mattera in 
dispute, but it is not, for the present at any rate, possible 
to publish a report of this part of the proceedings. 


Other Paragraphs. 


The paragraphs relating to the Truck Act, the Employ- 
ment of Ship Surgeons, Sanatoriums for Workers suffering 
from Tuberculous Diseases, Fees ot Certifying Factory 
Surgeons, the Position of Postal Medical Officers, Medica} 
Examination of Seamen, Fees to Medical Witnesses and 
Fees in Police Emergency Cases, Parliamentary Elections, 
the Bill to Amend and Consolidate the Medical and 
Dentists Acts and the Prohibition of Medical Practice by 
Companies Bill were also agreed to. 


(11) The Notification of Births Bill. 
Dr. M. RussEn Ruopxs (Manchester, South) moved: 
That with reference to the Notification of Births Bill steps 


be. takea to oppose the imposition on the profession of what 
would be a breach of professional confidence. 


He must say how much his Division was indebted to the 
Medical Secretary for the prompt action he had taken in 
the matter. The Medical Secretary took his ground 
chiefly on the non payment of a fee. That was im- 
portant; but there were other arguments which ought 
to be brought forward by medical men, and one was 
that it was a breach of professional confidence on their 
part to notify. They were asked by patients into their 
houses, and then they were to be used by the Govern- 
ment as State polize to notify. His Division emphatically 
held that they were in no respect State officials. " 
Mr. J. Waker (Liverpool, Bootle), on behalf of his 
Division, supported the motion of Dr. Rhodes. <A special 
meeting of the Division had been held to consider the 
question, and the opinion arrived at was that, quite apart 
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from any consideration of fee, the proposal in the Bill 
ougat to be opposed. The Division objected altogether 
to being called on to notifiy births compulsorily. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that if the Bill was passed there 
would be no breach of privilege or breach of confidence. 
Once the law was passed there was no confidence, 

Dr. H. A Latimer (Swansea) said that it was very 
important that a-tion should not be taken on a wrong 
issae. It wes no breach of confidence, in his opinion, 
to notify births, and the opposition ought not to be 
based on the argument that it was violating professional 
confidence, 

Mr Srraton (Salisbury) said that there was a very 
practical way out of the difficulty. There was no doubt 
that the notification of births very early was in many 
districts of exceedingly great value. The medical officer 
of health at once sent the Jady adviser, and instruction in 
the feeding of infants was given. That wes with a view 
of preventing disease. The object of the Infectious 
Disease Notification Act was to prevent disease, and it 
would be an extremely simple thing to allow the notifica- 
tion of births to be added .to the other subjects of 
notification. 

Mr. Armit (Hampstead) proposed, and Dr. T. W. 
PatTINSON (Bolton) seconded, that the question be now 
ut. 
. This was agreed to. 

The motion was then put to the meeting and lost. 

Sir Victor Horstey said that he was a member of the 
deputation which interviewed ,Mr. John Burns and Lord 
Robert Cecil, the chief supporters of the Bill. That 
deputation consisted of Mr. Armit, Dr. Cooper, M.P., Mr. 
Whitaker, and himself. They were very kindly received 
by Mr. John Burns, and had an extremely friendly con- 
versation on the point. Mr. John Burns took the view 
which, until Dr. Cooper put down his blocking motions in 
the House of Commons, was receiving general acceptance, 
namely, that the medical profession were behaving in a 
very stingy and mean way. Why was that? As Mr. 
Straton had told the meeting, the Act would be of extreme 
use in connexion with the public health and in pre- 
venting national Ceterioration. So that if medical 
men objected in any way, it would, to the mird 
of a man like Mr. John Burns, be contrary to the 
traditions of the profession. It was the business of the 
deputation to explain to Mr. John Burns that he was 
under a misapprehension, and that medical men were 
acting solely upon the principle that the State had no 
right to demand under penalty from the profession public 
services without remuneration. The deputation made 
that perfectly clear to him; he was totally innocent of 
any knowledge of the Medical Acts, and thought that 
medical men were endowed with great privileges. After 
seeing Mr. Burns the deputatlon saw Lord Robert Cecil, 
and he told them exactly the same thing—that they were 
to act as a man would in the street if a policeman called 
upon him to help him in tackling arough. The deputa- 
tion told him that that was not the position, but that a 
medical man was in the house professionally, and was 
compelled to be there. Then came the question of 
fees with both Lord Robert Cecil and Mr. Burns. The 
deputation said that that was not a matter of such 
importance, but that they wanted to establish the prin- 
cip'e; though they thought that no medical fee ought to 
stand at less than half a crown—the actual amount was 
not a question materlally at issue. The result of the 
deputation was that Mr. Burns said that he was sorry that 
he could no‘ help them; that in his opinion the Act was 
necessary for the health of the ccuntry, but that he would 
consider all that had been said by the deputation. As to 
Lord Robert Cecil he gave the deputation no encourage- 
ment at all, though, of course, he received them very 
courteously. Under there circumstances he proposed that 
the meeting should pass the following resolution : 


That this Representative Meeting of the British Medical 
Association, while cordially welcoming any legislation 
which shall provide for an early and accurate notification 
of births, is of opinion that no public work can justly be 
demanded under penalty from the medical profession 
unless the principle that service so rendered by the pro- 
fession to the State should be remunerated is fully 
recognized ‘and provided for. 


Dr. MoManus: (Wandsworth) said: that he felt very 
indignant about this matter, The Bill'was a most useful 





one, but it contained a most iniquitous clause. He had 
pointed out to members of Parliament that the profession 
was tired of being alternately cajoled and hoodwinked and 
bullied and abused. The Bill was small, but the principle 
involved was big. They had themselves to blame for the 
fact that in the past so many Acts had been passed taking 
advantage of the dictum that medical men were acting 
for the benefit of humanity and never for themselves. The 
Legislature said in effect, “You are a most noble pro- 
fession, and your first thoughts are for suffering 
humanity.” But was it not time that their second 
thought should be for their suffering wives and families 
who were being gradually starved by those lay persons 
who never did a stroke of work for nothing? It was all 
very well for an armchair philanthropist and an amateur 
politician to bring in this Bill, but the gentlemen 
belonged to a profession which never did a stroke of 
work without an extremely good solatium marked 
on the back of the brief. It had been his privilege 
to hear the President of the Local Government 
Board on many an occasion from the unstable plat- 
form of a three-legged stool preach the gospel of the 
labourer being worthy of his hire. That applied as much 
to medical men as to the men who were sweeping a cross- 
ing. They had no eight hours day; they had to work 
night and day at tke call of humanity, and the profession 
ought to be sufficiently organized to resist such a pro- | 
posal as that in the Bill. The public and Parliament had 
said to them: “ You are a flock of sheep. We confer on 
you the honourab/e name of sheep, and we confine you in 
azareba. We tell you that this zareba is to protect you; 
but it is really to keep you in. If you ever break out you 
shall cease to be honourable sheep, and you shall be 
known by the opprobrious name of goat.” Medical men 
looked over the zareba, and they saw grazing in the best 
pastures, and rejoicing in the name of goat, the bone- 
setting goat, the pill goat, and the prescribing-chemist 
goat. He would advise the members of the profession if 
they were animated only by commercial instincts to 
leave the zareba and go out and become goats. But they 
had a higher motive. They were animated by pride of 
their cloth, pride in their profession, and by the wish to 
benefit humanity. Therefore he said, “Get the zareba 
enlarged, and force the goats out of existence.” There 
were members of the Representative Meeting whose 
horizon was as limited as the view from the bottom of a 
well, and those gentlemen had tried to hoodwink the 
meeting into starving the organization which would 
enable the Association to prevent the commission of 
such an iniquity as the Bill proposed. He would ask 
medical men not to carry out the Act. If it was forced 
upon them, let them go in for a species of passive 
resistance. 

Sir Victor Horsley’s resolution was then put and carried. 

The CHArRMAN then moved that the paragraph with 
regard to Notification of Births Bill with the amendment 
be passed, which was agreed to. 


Other Paragraphs. 
It was also agreed that paragraphs (12) and (13) with 
reference to the State registration of nurses and the 
King Edward Hospital Fund Bill be passed. 


(14) Midwives Act. 

The CHarrMAN then moved the paragraph with reference 
to the Midwives Act. 

Dr. Mactean (Cardiff) said he was sure it would be the 
wish of the meeting to press on the Medico-Political 
Committee the advisability of proceeding as quickly as 
possible in the sense indicated in that paragraph; the 
action suggested would be cf the utmost service. Mean- 
while, he thought it well to call attention to the fact that 
it was now possible for any local supervising authority 
under the Act to secure, under Section 133 of the current 
Public Health Act, payment in accordance with the scale 
to be arranged by a local Division to medical men called 
in by midwives. That was in operation in Cardiff, in 
Liverpool, and in other districts. 

The paragraph was agreed to. 


(15) Medienl Inspection of School Children. 

The CHarrmman then moved the adoption of the para- 
graph with reference to’ the medical inspection of 
school children and a medical bureau in the Education 
Department, 
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Dr. O. 8. Brewer (Birkenhead) said that it was a 
matter which would have to be settled, and which would 
need to be considered by every one of the Representatives 
present, because in every Division there would have to be 
medical officers appointed ; and the analysis of the ques- 
tion that was being sent from the various Divisions 
showed somewhat different opinion. 

Sir Victor Horsiey (Marylebone) thought the matter 
could be settled in five minutes. He desired to move a 
general resolution, which was: 

That this Representative Meeting of the British Medical 
Association notices with satisfaction, in view of the reso- 
lution of 1906, that the President of the Board of Education 
has fully accepted the principle of compulsory medical 
inspection of school children, and the provision for its 
administration by the establishment of a Medical Bureau 
in the Education Department. 


The Representative Meeting in 1906 drew Mr. Birrell’s 
attention to the advisability of that being done; it had 
taken that time to do it, but at last Mr. McKenna had 
acceded. Inasmuch as the Association had constantly 
done work in the past which the Government had taken 
up and the credit of which had been taken by the Govern- 
ment itself, while the Association had never got any credit 
at all, he wanted to put that resolution on record so that it 
should be known distinctly what body it was that had 
moved in the matter. 

‘Dr. L. 8. MoManvus (Wandsworth) seconded the 
resolution. 

Mr. G. H. Broapsent (Manchester, North) desired to 
point out one feature in connexion with the matter which 
had evidently been overlooked. At a meeting in Man- 
chester a medical inspector of schools pointed out in his 
address that it was quite probable that not only would 
medical inspections of schools come, but also diagnosis 
and treatment would be carried out. That was what was 
looming in the distance so far as school specialists were 
concerned, and it was anticipated in some of the large 
cities that the head medical inspector would have eight 
or ten officials under him. What, then, would become of 
the poor practitioner ? 

Dr. C. 8. Brewer (Birkenhead) said that while grateful 
for what the Board of Education and the Government had 
done, it must be remembered that the appointments would 
be made by the local educational authorities. What remu- 
neration would they give to the medical officers they 
appointed? There were 22,000 children in Birkenhead; 
and if the children were inspected once a year, and one 
shilling a head paid, that would come to £1,100. Although 
there was to be an initial inspection of a child at the age 
of 5, that would not be sufficient; the child had to be 
watched throughout the whole of its school life, and there 
must be thorough systematic and continuous inspection. 
He asked the Representatives, when they went back to 
their Divisions, to bring to bear all the influence they 
could on members of local education authorities. The 
question mentioned by Mr. Broadbent was a serious 
matter for those who were appointed to deal with the inspec- 
tion of the children, and who would perhaps have to give 
reports with regard to defects of eyesight, or hearing, or 
physical defects. It was very important that they should 
not do too much with regard to treatment; and the ques- 
tion was whether the meeting should not make some 
pronouncement with regard to sending these cases to 
their own practitioners. A large number of children were 
sent to public elementary schools whose parents were 
well able to pay for medical attendance. 

The CHarrMAN pointed out that that fact was appre- 
ciated, but there was no provision in the Bill for treat- 
ment or diagnosis. He then put Sir Victor Horsley’s 
resolution to the meeting, and it was carried. 

Sir Victor Horsey, in moving a second resolution, 
said they had to consider what was the practical position 
of the matter at the present time. Mr. McKenna pledged 
himself to the deputation which waited upon him from the 
Association and one or two other bodies on the questions 
of hygiene and temperance to construct a scheme after 
the House had risen, and after he had had an opportunity 
of consulting the Transactions of the International Con- 
gress Of School Hygiene in London, when a great many 
valuable papers from the Continent, as well as from the 
United Kingdom, would be read on the very point as to 
what was to be done, and who was to do it, and how they 
were to be paid. Under those circumstances he suggested 








it would be futile for the meeting to pass resolutions 
which might conflict with those of that Congress. At the 
same time, as had been said, it was a matter of the 
utmost importance to the profession. He proposed 
that the report should be approved, and referred back, 
with all the recommendations of Divisions, to the 
Medico-Political Committee, and that that Committee 
should be authorized to act on the general lines: 
of that report, which embodied the rough outlines 
ofascheme. The details of that scheme would have, as 
the Medico-Political Committee pointed out, to be 
adjusted locally, and therefore during the recess, when. 
those matters were decided upon by the Government, 
each Division must immediately take up the matter on 
its own account, and they must consider what would be 
the best procedure. It would be impossible for the 
Medico-Political Committee to lay down any principles. 
which would apply to the whole of the United Kingdom. 
As regards the collocation of facts, and as regards the 
co-ordination of the work, he suggested that the Medico- 
Political Committee could perfectly well carry it out if 
the meeting gave authority. He therefore begged to 
move: 


That the report on the medical inspection of children be 
approved and together with the resolutions of the Divi- 
sions thereon be referred, as a continuation of action, to: 
the Medico-Political Committee, and that that Committee 
be authorized to act on the lines of the report furnished to 
the Representative Meeting. 


Dr. GoypDER seconded, and said that a motion had been 
put into his hands by the Representative of Bradford 
which might well be left without any resolution being 
taken upon it, as all those matters would come before the 
Division. He might say that the Bradford Division had 
already communicated with the Education Authorities of 
Bradford, and the probability was that justice might be 
done, at all events in that district. They had succeeded 
in more ways than one in influencing the Educational 
Committee. Ifthe resolution were adopted, he thought 
the Bradford resolution might be considered with the 
others referred to the Medico-Political Committee. 

Mr. R. H. WotstENHOLME (Manchester, Salford) desired 
to know whether it was intended that the resolution by 
the Bradford Division was to be acted upon by the Com- 
mittee, because his Division was strongly opposed to any 
suggestion to establish a fresh set of officers. If that 
resolution were included in the report, would the Medico- 
Political Committee have power to act on the sug- 
gestions approved by the Bradford Division ? 

Sir Victor Horstey said: Ne. His resolution 
entrusted the Committee to act on the lines of the 
report farnished to the meeting. 

Mr. WoLstENHOLME said that his Division was strongly 
opposed to the proposal as to medical pedagogy; that no 
man was to take up an office in a school unless he had a 
special certificate and special training. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed to ask the Representative of 
each Division who had sent up a resolution on the matter 
if he were willing to accept Sir Victor Horsley’s resolu- 
tion and refer it to the Committee, with the assent of the 
meeting. He would take it, for instance, that the Repre- 
sentative for the Marylebone Division and the Committee 
agreed that it should be referred to the Committee. 

' The OxHarrMAn inquired if the Representative of the 
Bradford Division, Dr. Goyder, was willing to assent ? 

Dr. GoypEr replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WoLsTtENHOLME requested a vote on the point, 
because his Division was strongly opposed to it. 

Dr. T. Larran (Carlow, etc.) said that the Bradford 
resolution ought not to be supported by general practi- 
tioners. If they had every department of medicine con- 
verted into a specialism, what would be the use of the 
general practitioner? There was too much specialism 
going on, and the whole effect was simply to create places 
for friends of those in authority; and he, for one, was 
“ teetotally ” opposed to that. 

, = CHAIRMAN then read the Bradford resolution as 
ollows : 


That it is most desirable that universities and other 
licensing authorities should without delay establish 
special courses of instruction in all subjects which apper- 
tain to the effective discharge of the duties connected 
with the medical inspection of school children; that » 
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degree or diploma should ba instituted for those who have 
attended such courses and successfully passed an examina- 
tion in the special subjects ; that after a certain date, to 
be hereafter fixed, no person should ba eligible for the post 
of school medical officer who is not possessed of such 
degree or diploma ; and that the special course of instruc- 
tion should include physiology, pedagogy, the necessary 
conditions of construction of school buildings, furniture, 
the effects of school work on the evolution of the body, 
mind, and character of the child, general hygiene, and 
allied subjects. 


Dr. M. RussEN Ruopxs (Manchester, South) said that 
after these ideas had been put into actual practice there 
would ke nothing left for the general practitioner to 
learn. 

Sir Vicror Horstey, on a point of order, said the 
points raised did not affect his resolution, which was that 
the suggestions sent up by the Divisions should be 
considered by the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN said the resolutions had been sent up by 
the Divisions for an expression of opinion of the meeting. 
He was quite willing to send these suggestions to the 
Committee, but it was evident the meeting did rot want 
to send this particular resolution. 

The amendment was lIcst. 

Th2 CaarrMaNn then put the Bradford resolution, and 
announced that, it being negatived, it disappeared 
aliogether. 

The REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BIRMINGBAM CENTRAL 
Division, in reply to the Chairman, consented to the 
resolution cf the Division being referred to the Com- 
mittee: : 


Tbat no scheme of medical inspection is satisfactory which 
does not include a daily visit to each school by a 
medical practitioner in the district, and the appointment 
of a medical adviser to the Education Committee, to 
receive, collate, and report upon the reports of the 
inspectors. 


Mr. WOLSTENHOLME £aid his Division objected to a daily 
visit on the ground of cost. If inspection was made too 
expensive, the local education authority would not 
consent 

Dr. Cox (Gateshead and Consett) said his Division con- 
sidered that if this system could be carried out, as it 
undoubtedly wasin some of the States of America, it could 
be carried out in England, and personally he hoped to see 
all medical men interested in medical inspection. He 
wished every medical practitioner to look upon this as 
part of his duty in the town in which he lived and make 
himself conversant with the business. He did not wish 
to see the matter drift into the hands of future 
specialists. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed the opinion that the resolu- 
tion of the Birmingham (Central) Division should be sent 
to the Committee for consideration, and that suggestion 
was adopted. 

The following resolution standing in the name of the 
Brighton Division was next considered : 


That the local educational authority in conjunction with the 
medical officer of health should appoint medical officera as 
—— from among the medical practitioners of the 

strict, 


Dr. BusHNELL said the Brighton Division felt strongly 
on this point, and thought that the appointments of 
medical officers should be made in co-operation with the 
medical officer of health and the sanitary authority, in 
= that the appointment might be of practical public 
value, 

The resolution was adopted. 

The following resolution standing in the name of the 
South-Eastern of Ireland Branch was adopted : 


That, whatever the system of medical inspection adopted, 
the examiners so employed should be adequately re- 
munerated. 


Upon the following resolution from the Northampton 
Division: 

That when the Bill becomes law, the method of the examina- 

tion of the school children should be a matter of arrange- 


ment between the local Education Authority and the 
Divisions of the British Medical Association, 


Mr. WOLSTENE OLME 83id his Division thought the sugges- 
tion could not be carried o~t in that Division because 





there was a number of members of the profession who 
were not members of the Association, and they did not 
think they should be debarred. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee for con- 

sideration. 

The following resolution in the name of the Edinburgh 

Southern Division was adopted : 

That the medical inspection of school children before or at 
the time of their admission toa public elementary school 
should ba made by the family doctor, and in the case af 
poor children whose families have no regular medical 


adviser, the certificates should be granted by the dispensary 
or parish doctors. 


It was agreed to refer the following resolutions of the 
Wandsworth Division to the Committee for considera- 
tion: 

That every medical practitioner resident within the area of 
the Education Authority and prepared to undertake a pro- 
portion of the duty of the medicsl inspection of school 
children should be eligible for cftice in the Educational 
District or Subdistrict. 

That the Divisions should arrange with the Education 
Authority for the schools of its district a scheme fora 
rota of general medical practitioners which will allow 
of every general practitioner desirous of holding office 
doing so. 

On the motion of Sir Victor Horsey it was resolved: 

That the report on the medical inspection of school children 
be approved, and together with the resolutions of the 
Divisions thereon, except the Bradford resolution, ‘be 
referred as @ continuation of the action of the Medico- 
Political Committee, and that the Committee ba authorized 
to act on the lines of the report farnished to the Repre- 
sentative Meeting. 


(16) Workmen’s Compensation Act. 
The paragraph dealing with the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Act was agreed to. 


(17) Vaccination. 

Upon the faragraph dealing with vaccination Dr. 
ArtHouR Drury (Halifax and Huddersfield) observed that 
the matter affected several thousands of their brother 
practitioners. This was a recent action on the part of the 
British Medical Association only about a week or ten days 
old. The matter would probably come before most of the 
Divisions, and he would urge that Divisions should take 
into consideration the fact that this was not a question of 
public vaccination, but simply a question of remuneration, 
and therefore he would ask them to pay special attention 
to the duties of the public vaccinator in deciding whether 
the payment suggested in each separate Division was 
reasonable or not. Many had the idea, and some had said 
to him, “I will do it for less,” but would they themselves 
do it for less? That is what he wanted them to keep in 
mind. The paragraph was agreed to. 


Other Paragraphs. 
The following paragraphs were also agreed to: Lunacy 
and Inebriates Law, Vivisection, Income Tax, Sight 
Testing Opticians Bill. 


(22) Herbalists. 

On the paragraph dealing with the application of the 
Association of Medical Herbalists for a Royal Charter, Mr. 
Armit (Hampstead) said he thought the meeting ought to 
record its appreciation of the fact that that Committee's 
action had been successful, 


International Congress of School Hygiene. 

The paragraph was agreed to. 

Mr. Etxtiot-Biaxke (Chichester, Worthing, and Horsham) 
said he had already suggested that Sir Victor Horsley 
should form one of the delegates to the International 
Congress of School Hygiene in London on August 5th. 

The CHAIRMAN thought the meeting should recommend 
to the Council that Sir Victor Horsley should be the 
delegate, and this was agreed to. 


Irish Poor-law Sytem. 
Dr. Dartine (Portadown and West Down) moved on 
behalf of the Ulster Branch : 


That the main recommendations of the Viceregal Crm- 
mission on the Irish Poor-law System be aoproved of, ard 
that the Council be requested .o take prooer steps to picss 
the matter to legislation. 


This report had been considered by the Irish Ccr mittee 
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and by every Branch in Ireland, by the Irish Medical 
Association, by the Poor-law Officers’ Association, and by 
the Workhouse Reform Association, and had received the 
approbation of each of these bodies. All the matters 
which had been the subject of criticism were small 
matters, and the Irish Medical Association had passed a 
resolution approving of the recommendations. 

Mr. FULLERTON (Belfast) supported the resolution. 

Dr. Lagran (Carlow, Kilkenny, and Waterford) said his 
Branch had passed a resolution in favour of the report. 

The resolution was then carried, and the report of the 
Medico-Political Committee was approved. 


THE REFERENDUM. 

Dr. MaciEan (Cardiff) moved : 

That in view of the fact recorded in the minutes of the 
meeting of the Council of Jane 5th, and published in 
the SUPPLEMENT to the JoURNAL of June 22nd, that the 
Council had decided to take a referendum upon certain 
resolutions carried at the Special Representative Meeting 
held in May relating to the proposed Royal Charter, this 
meeting decides to appoint a Committee to consider the 
terms of such referendum, and to draft a report upon the 
same, the report to be sent to each Representative, to the 

_ Secretaries of Divisions and Branches, and to be published 

* in the JOURNAL, 

The Council had determined to take a referendum par- 
ticularly on two points—first, the constitution and mode of 
election of the Council; and, secondJy, the constitution of 
the Journal and Finance Committee. Under Article 22, 
a referendum was supposed to be taken on points which, 
in the opinion of the Council, did not properly represent 
the wishes of the Association. The only sentiment he 
cared to express was that any two points could have been 
better selected than those two, and therefore, in his 
opinion, the referendum had not been used for the proper 
purpose. Without suggesting what the present purpose 
was, he thought the present referendum would certainly 
have the effect of discrediting this meeting in the eyes of 
the Divisions, and that, he took it, was not the wish 
of the meeting, and on that account he moved this 
resolution. 

Dr. ALFRED Cox (Gateshead and Consett) seconded. 

Mr. H. A. Battanoe (Norwich) asked if Dr. Maclean 
would add the chairmen of Divisions and Branches as 
well as the secretaries, so that the matter should have the 
fullest publicity possible. 

Dr. MaciEan agreed. 

The resolution was carried nem. con., and the following 
gentlemen were appointed the Committee : The Chairman 
of Representative Meetings, Dr. Cox, Dr. Maclean, Dr. 
Walter Smith, Dr. Langdon-Down, and Mr. Armit. 

Dr. Water SmitH asked if the effect of the refer- 
endum would be to put off the Charter for another 
year. 

The CHAIRMAN said not necessarily for a year, as a 
Special Representative Meeting might be held to consider 
the matter during the year. 

’ The meeting then adjourned until 9.45 p.m. 


ELECTION OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
When the meeting resumed, the CuarrMAN announced 
the result of the voting for the Standing Committees : 


Medico-Political Committee. 


Sir Victor Horsley (Marylebone) 

Mr. H. W. Armit (Hampstead) ake \ Rogiaca. 

Dr. a ~ rng — Consett) 

Mr. . Muir (Glasgow, Eastern ... ’ 

Dr. Buist ... ie nig. es Scotland. 

Dr, F, C. Martley (Dublin) Ireland. 
i ee op eae 

Dr. BR, szangdon-Vown chmond) 

Dr. A. G. Bateman a cee ~~ } England. 

Dr. Bruce Goff (Lanark hire)... Scotland. 

Dr. P. G. Lee bes ve Bs Ireland, 

Dr. Ewen J. Maclean (Cardiff) Wales. 


AMENDMENT TO By-Laws 
Order of Business at Representative Meetings. 
Dr. WALTER SmitTH, on behalf of Dr. Buttar (Kensing- 
ton) moved: 
To amend By-law 20 to read as follows: 
The first daily session .. . . Annual General Meeting. The 
Chairman shall be elected for a period of three years, and 
... the first business of the session shall be (when necessary) 








to elect the Chairman of Representative Meetings and also 
one Vice-Chairman. The next business shall be to deter- 
mine the order in which the various matters placed upon 
the Agenda shall be taken. 

There shall be two Vice-Chairmen, one of whom shall be 
elected each year to hold office for two years. The Chair- 
man and the two Vice-Chairmen, together with a Member 
of the Central Council, and elected by the Council, and 
the General Secretary, shall form a permanent Committee 
to arrange the business of the Representative Meetings. 

The Minutes of each Representative Meeting shall be 
forwarded to the Council by the Chairman. 


The present by-law was as follows: 

The first daily session of the Annual Representative Meeting 
shall be held not later than two hours after the time fixed for 
the commencement of the Annual General Meeting. The 
Minutes of each Representative Meeting shall be forwarded 
by the Chairman thereof to the Council. 


The Kensington Division was of opinion that the Repre- 
sentative Meeting should arrange its own business. The 
Central Council appointed the day and the hour of 
meeting and the officials saw to the details. The opinion 
of the Kensington Division was also that the work of the 
Chairman was too much for one man, and that there 
should be two or more Vice-Chairmen. 

Mr. BatLance (Norwich) pointed out that the Standing 
Orders of the Representative Meeting had been under 
consideration by the Organization Committee during the 
last few months, and they were submitted as araended at 
the beginning of the present meeting, and the meeting 
approved them. Under the resolution the Chairman 
would be elected for a period of three years, but he could 
not see that the present practice could be improved upon, 
Then the resolution would direct that “the first business 
of the session shall be to elect the Chairman of Repre- 
sentative Meetings.” It had been found in practice that 
it was more convenient that the Representative Meeting 
should elect its Chairman whenever it choge. As to the 
proposal that there should be two Vice- Chairmen, as far as 
he could see one deputy chairman was quite enough. As 
to the suggested committee, he could not understand why 
there should be a joint committee; and he did not see 
why the General Secretary should be a member of the 
Committee when he had no official post in connexion 
with the Representative Meeting. He believed that the 
resolution had been sent up without any real appreciation 
of the facts of the case, and he hoped that it would not be 
passed. 

The motion was put to the meeting and lost. 


Viting at Representative Meetings. 
Dr. WALTER SmitH then proposed for the Kensington 
Division : 

To amend By-law 21 to read as follows : 

The Representative of a Division, or of a group of Divisions, 
shall be entitled to vote. Voting shail be by show of 
hands, but when the majority is not more than 3 to 2, the 
vote shall be taken by card (in which case... he repre- 
sents), provided that a motion to that effect be made 
immediately, and supported by one-third of the members 
present. In voting upon... such meeting, its Repre- 
sentative shall be under obligation to vote in accordance 
with such resolution. And no alteration of a By-law shall 
be operative unti), or unless, it have received the sanction 
of a majority of Divisions. 


The existing by-law was as follows: 


In any Representative Meeting, Representatives of Divi- 
sions only shall be entitled to vote. Voting shall be, as a rule, 
by show of hands, unless, before such vote is taken, 20 of 
those present determine that the vote shall be taken by card, 
in which case every Representative shall record as many votes 
as there are Members in the Constituency which he represents. 
In voting upon apy matter upon which a Constituency has 
passed a Resolution within the nine months imraediately pre- 
ceding such Meeting, the Representative of that Constituency 
shall be under obligation to vote in accordance with such 
Resolution. When the vote is taken by show of hands, the 
Chairman shall, in the case of an equality of votes, have a 
second or casting vote. 


It was a waste of time to have a card vote when there was 
a 3 to 1 majority, but when the vote was nearly equal it 
should be possible to have a card vote. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the amendment in the name 
of the Wandsworth Division to omit all words after “such 
resolution ” in the Kensington resolution was not in order; 
it conflicted with one of the articles. 

Mr. Batiance (Norwich) said that as far as he could 
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make out, the proposal of the Kensington Division would 
compel a card vote far more often than was necessary. 

Mr. F. C. Larkin thought the proposition a reasonable 
way of dealing with the card vote. 

Dr. Bartpon (Southport) said that the main ‘effect of 
the proposed alteration would be that a vote given by the 
meeting could be challenged, and would have to be taken 
a second time by card; that would certainly lead to waste 
of time and t a good deal of feeling. The by-law was far 
better as it stood 


Dr. Lanepon-Down (Richmond) thought the proposal [ 


would lay the meeting open to great obstruction. 

Mr. Armit (Hampstead) said that if the motion was 
carried, the possibility of a Representative claiming a 
card vote before he knew how the voting would go would 
be done away w.th. That was a privilege of which no one 
could want to rob the meeting. He hoped that the 
proposal would not be accepted. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the fact that there was 
no provision in the proposal for the Chairman giving a 
casting vote in case of the division being close. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that the question 
be now put, and the motion being put to the meeting, was 
lost. 

Representation of the Services on the Council. 

The following resolution, moved by Mr. BaLLANCE on 

behalf of the Council, was adopted: 


That for the word “‘three ” in the last line of By-law 23, there 
be substituted the word ‘‘ five.” 


” The effect of this is to permit the selection of an officer 
who has been on the retired list for five years. 


Mode of Election of Members of Council by Branches. 
Mr. BaLuancs, for the Council, moved : 


That By-law 25 be amended to read as follows: 

The elective members of Council shall be elected by voting 
papers sent to each elector by post. Candidates may be 
nominated by any Division of a Branch or by such num- 
ber of members as the rules of the Branch may prescribe. 
Nominations shall be sent, in writing, to the Secretary of 
the Branch on or before an appointed day, of which not 
less than fourteen days’ notice sha!l have been given to 
him ino the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. The names of all 
candidates so nominated shall be placed in a Jist which it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary to circulate to every 
member of the Branch. 

In any case in which Branches are grouped for representa- 
tion on the Council, the above provisions shall be carried 
out as though the Branches so grouped formed one 
Branch, and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Branch having the largest membership to carry out the 
requirements of the by-law. 


Dr. L. 8. McManus (Wandsworth) moved the following 

amendment: 

That it is desirable that the election of members of Council 
by Branches in the United Kingdom be conducted by the 
head office and out of central funds, and that By-law 25 be 
amended accordingly. 


Dr. MACLEAN opposed the amendment on the ground 
that it meant further expense at head quarters, and to 
that extent a further accumulation of funds in the 
Branches. 

Mr. Murr (Glasgow Eastern) supported it, for the reason 
— it would leave the Branches more money to spend at 

ome. 

Dr. J. 8. Dantine (Portadown and West Down) opposed 
the amendment, on the ground that by the existing 
method more interest in the elections was created in the 
Branches. 

Dr. WaLTER SMITH supported the amendment, on the 
ground that the elections could be conducted better from 
head quarters. 

The amendment was lost and the resolution of the 
Council carried nem. con. 


Naval and Military Committee. 

Mr. BaLiance, for the Council, proposed : 
That By-law 41 (5) be amended by the omission of the last 
sentence, namely, ‘‘ Such Committee to include the Repre- 


sentative Members of these services who are on the 
Council.” 


It had reference to the posilion of the Naval and Mili- 
tary Committee, and it had been found necessary to 
leave out representative members of the army and navy 





from this Commitiee, owing to difficulties that had 
occurred from their presence on this Committee. 
The motion was accepted. 


Irish Committee. 

Dr. Daruine (Portadown and West Down) proposed,. 
and it was agreed: 

That By-law 41 (12) be amended to read as follows: 

An Irish Committee, consisting of the Irisn Member of the 
Central Council, one secretary from each Irish Branch, 
one member elected by each Branch, who in the case of 
the Leinster and Ulster Branches shall be & member not 
resident in Dublin or Belfast, and not more than three 
members co-opted by the Committee to represent districts 
which are not otherwise represented thereon. If the 
the Secretary of any Branch be also a member of the 
Central Coancil, the said Branch shall have power to elect 
an additional member of the Committee. It shall have a 
secretary, resident in Ireland, and shall meet at such place 
and time as the Committee may itself direct, and sball 
report to the Council on any matters specially concerning 
Ireland. 

Mr. BaLLANcE proposed on behalf of the Council : 

That tbe necessary steps be taken in due course to amend 
Article VIII as follows: 

Insert in the last line but three, between the words 
** given” and ‘‘ previous,” the words ‘‘one calendar 
month’s ;” and delete the words ‘‘on or before the 
1st December in the current year.” 
This resolution had reference to the termination of 
membership due to arrears of subscription. Under the 
present Article VIII a member must give a previous notice 
in writing of his intention to resign on or before December 
1st in the current year. The Council’s proposal was that 
a member wishing to retire should give one calendar 
month’s notice, without any reference to the month of the 
year in which such notice was given. 

Mr. Armit (Hampstead) wished for an assurance from 
the Council that it was not proposed to call special meet- 
ings to carry this article into effect, because, although the 
alteration was satisfactory, he did not consider it of 
sufficient impoi tance to justify the expenditure of £200. 

The CHarrRMAN said he could give an assurance to the 
Representatives that the Council would not expend extra 
money in calling a special general meeting for this pur- 
pose. The Council felt that there was a difficulty about 
requiring notice to be given at the particular date 
mentioned. 

The resolution was carried nem. con. 


Election of Representatives of Divisions. 

The CHargMAN, in the absence of Sir Victor Horsley, 
moved the following resolution of the Marylebone 
Division : 

That Article XX VII be amended in such a manner that 100 
be substituted for 50, as the minimum membership of a 
constituency. 

Although he had formally moved the resolution as a 
Representative of the West Somerset Branch, he begged 
to speak against it, because he trought that a constituency 
of fifty was a very good one, and that there would be 
infinite difficulty if the change were made. 

Dr. Dovatas (Maidstone, Rochester, and Chatham) said 
the proposal would act most unfairly in thinly-popalated 
districts. He had to drive twelve miles to the centra] 
town for a meeting. In London and thickly-populated 
places it was another matter. 

Dr. Macgan (Cardiff) asked what effect the passing of 
the resolution would have on the members of the 
Representative Meeting. 

The CHarrMan said it would be a difficult thing to 
answer that question offhand. It would mean rearranging 
the conditions throughout the country. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Curme (West Dorset) said he had 
analysed the returns, with this result: It would affect 155 
Divisions. 

The resolution was rejected. 


THE CHARTER. 
Dr. M. RussEN Rugopss (South Manchester) moved: 


With reference to Paragraph 22 (‘‘ Organization Committee”) 
of the Report of the Council, as to the application for a 
Charter— 

That this Division is of opinion that a Charter at the 
present date in the history of the Association is 
premature and should be postponed, and in the 
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meantime would urge on the Central Authorities the 
necessity of at once applying to the Higher Court for 
the benefits which are at present required and 
urgent ; and for powers to use the money of the 
Association for purposes of promoting providence 
and benevolence und other necessary reforms. 
He hoped even at this late hour to be allowed a little 
indulgence when he stated that there had been a special 
meeting of the South Manchester Division to consider 
this question, there being representatives of the other 
Manchester Divisions also present at the meeting. He 
wished the meeting to understand that South Manchester 
only desired to defay application for the Caoarter until the 
working machinery of the Association should be in a 
better condition than at present. There was a very great 
feeling in Manchester that it could be made much more 
effective, and the Division desired that the machinery 
should be the most effective possible for the good of the 
profession in general and the general practitioners in 
particular. It was desired that every part should work 
harmoniously, and it seemed to the Division that at pre- 
sent there was not the harmonious working there should 
b>. At present the Branches did not seem to be brought 
into line with the rest of the Aesociation. Some people 
desired to abolith the Branches; others desired to retain 
them, and, like South Manchester, {o bring them into 
actual workiny line with the reat of the Association. The 
Charter would perpetuate the dual control. At present 
there was a Representative Meeting and a Council, and he 
did not gay that these two bodies did not work harmoniously; 
but there were possibilitiesthatthey mightnot. Adualcon- 
trol was not alwsys a good thing. Another matter that 
would be perpetuated was the Referendum, which was 
simply a referring of matters back to the place from 
whence they came, and prevented what saculd be a direct 
Jine between the unit and the central body. The Divisions 
should be grouved into workable areas, as they had been 
grouped in Manchester, and as was belng done in 
Liverpool. His Division protested against an imperfect 
machinery being stereotyped by Charter. Further, it was 
a mistake to insert the provisions as to providence and 
benevolence in the Charter, instead of applying at once to 
the High Court. 

The CHatrMaAN said this question had come up several 
times, and the meeting had had an expression of opinion 
of the Council. The Council would not apply for an 
alteration of the Memorandum of Association because of 
the difficulties that might arise. He would point out 
that it was the Council which first moved in the direction 
of applying for a Charter. He thought it would save 
trouble if the Solicitor would give a short summary of 
the legal side of the question. 

Mr. Hempson pointed out that the suggestion of the 
resolution was that the Association should apply to the 
High Court in respect of the benefits at present required 
and ask for powers to use the money of the Association 
in this way. This matter was very ancient history. It 
had gone through every form of discussion and con- 
sideration as to whether the Association would get the 
benefits desired by the limited procedure of the alteration 
of the Articles of Association. It was decided by the 
Council over and over again that it could not be done, 
and therefore the Association was driven into a corner, 
and from that corner Mr. Beaufort Palmer relieved them 
by the advice which he gave in the opinion to which the 
Chairman had referred, and the reason he gave for the 
Association applying for a Charter was that it would 
relieve it from the disability under which it found itself 
under the Companies Acts. 

Mr. A. Jasp#r ANDERSON (Cape of Good Hope), on 
behalf of the Colonial Branches and Divisions, wished to 
offer strenuous opposition to this motion. It was late in 
the day to bring forward a motion of this sort, A Charter 
had already been framed, and he thought the thanks of 
the meeting were due to the Organization Committee for 
the good work it had done in that respect. The matter 
had been discussed in the Colonies, where they were very 
anxious indeed that a Charter should be obtained, so that 
the Association could do what it wished to do. For 
instance, they wished to take up the question of medical 
defence, and the question of benevolence, and the question 
of the combination of the Branches, so that they could 
carry on their work, and they wished that the Charter, 
which would enable them to do this, might be obtained 
as quickly as possible. 








The motion was put to the meeting and lost. 


RESOLUTIONS WITHDRAWN. 


The resolutions standiog in the name of the Waterford 
Division were withdrawn by Dr. T. Laffan. 


THE CoUNCIL AND THE REPRESENTATIVE MEETING, 
Dr. W. Dovatas (Maidstone, ete.) proposed : 


That this meeting of Representatives expresses the hope 
that the Chairman of Council and the Honorary Treasurer 
will find it convenient to attend the meetings of the 
Representatives. 


Co-ordination between the Council and the Represen- 
tative Meeting would come principally, or at least in 
great measure, through the Chairman of Council and the 
Treasurer. The meeting had suffered considerable incon- 
venience ‘through not having one or other of those 
gentlemen to apply to.. He had shown the resolution to 
Dr. Rayner, and he cordially approved it. 

The motion was seconded by Dr. Smyrtu. 

Mr. Armit (Hampstead) said that it would be a very 
great advantage if not only the Treasurer and the Chairman 
of the Council], but the members of the Council attended, 

The motion was carried nem. con. , 


VoTE OF THANKS. 


Mr. Armit proposed that the meeting should extend its 
most hearty thanks to their most respected Chairman for 
the magnificent way in which the business had been con- 
ducted by him. Hesaid thatithad been the privilege of a 
good many of those present to sit under the chairmanship 
of Sir Victor Horsley, and they pitied Dr. Macdonald 
when he first took the chair, at having to follow Sir Victor 
Horsley ; but the pity had all drifted into nothingness 
since they had leatnt how absolutely capable he was of 
managing the meeting, and seeing what wonderful 
geniality he had, what control over the order of the 
meeting, and how readily he ‘disposed of very touchy 
points in the conduct of the meeting. [Loud applausze.] 

Dr. ALFRED Cox (Gateshead and Uonsett) seconded 
the motion. He said that the Chairman knew the 
feelings of more than respect—of affection he might 
say—in which he was held. The Representatives 
might congratulate themselves upon the fact that he was 
willing to give up the enormous amount of time necessary 
for the conduct of that most important business for still 
another year. 

The motion was cariied with acclamation. 

The CHarrmaN gaid that he really found it very difficult 
to express himself with regard to the motion which had 
been so cordially accepted, and which his friend, Mr. 
Armit, had proposed in terms which to him, as an Irish- 
mau, suggested that Mr. Armit had keen to Blarney and 
had performed the very difficult feat of kissing the 
Blarney Stone. He could assure those present that it 
really was a pleasure to him to preside at the meetings. 
They all responded so very well and pleasantly to the 
suggestions which he made, sometimes, perhaps, in rather 
strong terms. He assured them that it really was a 
pleasure when he saw how they took up anything that 
was put reasonably before them, in such a pleasant, 
reasonable way, and that they were always willing to 
respond to his effort to keep order in the meeting, and to 
carry on the business with justice to every man in it. 
That was the ideal which he had set before himself. If 
he had carried that ideal out he felt amply repaid for any 
trouble he might have taken in being present and taking 
charge of the meeting. 


PROCEDURE ON REPORTS. 


Dr. J. J. Macan (Croydon) moved that the Organization 
Committee be requested to draft an amendment to the 
Standing Orders for next year so that the reports could be 
considered in a way which would conduce to their being 
— through more expeditiously and with better 
effect. ; 

Mr, Armit (Hampstead) seconded the motion. He said 
it would be a very great advantage if they adopted the 
Parliamentary procedure and had the reports laid on the 
table, and only the recommendations on those reports 
discussed. 

Dr. M. Russzen Ruopzs (Manchester, South) seupporled 
the prorosa), 
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Mr. J. H. Grsson (Winchester) asked whether it would 
be possible to arrange the meetings in such a way that 
they went on without interruption. 

Dr. WaLTER SmitH asked whether it would not be 
possible in fature to meet in the evenings on the first day 
or two of the Representative Meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN said that Dr. Macan’s proposal was a 
very good one. With regard to what Mr. Gibson had said, 
this year there had been less difficulty in that respect 
than ever before. As to Dr. Walter Smith’s suggestion, 
he thought that an evening sitting would very often get 
the meeting out of a difficulty. 

The motion proposed by Dr. Macan was then agreed to. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

Dr. Macan said there had been some dissatisfaction 
expressed on account of the fact that the Annual General 
Meeting had been adjourned from Saturday morning to 
to-day. If it was necessary for the Annual Meeting to 
precede the Representative Meeting, it should be under- 
stood that it would be formally opened before the Repre- 
sentative Meeting and then_ adjourned as a matter of 
course to a suitable time afterwards. 

This proposal was seconded by Mr. Armit. 

The CHAIRMAN said he did not think there had been 
much real dissatisfaction about the matter. 

Dr. Dovuauas said that with the additional help that 
would, he hoped, very shortly be given to the Medical 
Secretary’s office, he trusted the agenda would be issued 
two weeks before the meetings. Such a course would 
facilitate the work immensely. He would not move a 
resolution, but he took it that the Medical Secretary would 
use his best endeavours in the matter. 


CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES, 

The minutes were read by the MepicaL Secretary, 
and as amended were signed by the CHAIRMAN as correct. 

Dr. HucH Ker then moved a very hearty vote of thanks 
to the Medical Secretary for the very able way in which 
he had conducted the business, and to his staff for the 
untiring manner in which they had assisted him. 

Dr. J. A. MACDONALD, in seconding, said he was glad it 
had been proposed by another member than himself. He 
heartily agreed that the way in which the business had 
been managed by the Medical Secretary and the staff was 
most admirable, and it was entirely due to their efforts 
that the meeting had been able to get through the 
minutes so rapidly. It would not be correct to put the 
resolution on the minutes, but he thought the meeting 
owed its heartiest thanks to the Medical Secretary and 
the staff for the way which they had carried through their 
part of the work. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


Meetings of Branches & Bibisions. 


[The proceedings of the Divisions and Branches of the 
Association relating to Scientific and Clinical Medicine, 
when reported by the Honorary Secretaries, are published 
in the body of the JOURNAL. ] 








GLASGOW AND WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH: 
Guascow Eastern Division. 

Election of Officers.—The following are the office- bearers 
for 1907-8: Chairman, W. B. Armstrong, M.B., Lenzie; 
Vice-Chairman, W. Core, M D., Stobhill Hospital, Spring- 
burn; Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, John Patrick, 
M.B., 23, Westercraigs, Dennistoun; Representative for 
Representative Meeting, Mr. W. L. Muir, 1, Seton Terrace, 
Dennistoun; Representative on Branch Council; Miller 
Semple, M B., John Patrick, MB.; Executive Committee, 
M. Black, M D., W. Bryce, M.D., P. S. Bachanan, M.B., 
William Findlay, M.D., Alex. Munro, M.B., D. McKail, 
M.B., D.P.H., Thomas Russell, M.B., Robert Scott, M.B., 
R. Service, M.D. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: 
WaNDswortH DivIsION. 
AN ordinary meeting was held, by kind permission, at the 
Head Quarters of the 4th V.B. East Surrey Regiment, 27, 
St. John’s Hill, 8.W., on Taesday, July 16th, Dr. Matcoum 
MackintosH in the chair. 








are of Minutes.—These were read and con- 
e: eo 

Correspondence.—Several letters from the Medical Secre- 
tary, acknowledging resolutions passed, were read. 

Special Representative Meeting—The Deputy Representa- 
tive at the May meeting reported on the principal sub- 
jects considered. A vote of thanks was passed for his 
attendance. 

Proposed Alterations in Charter. — Several suggested 
alterations were brought forward, and it was resolved to 
refer them to a special meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee to consider and report at an early date. 

Alteration of Rules.—It was proposed, seconded, and re- 
solved to so alter Rule 5 as to make the office of Honorary 
Treasurer separate from that of Honorary Secretary; and 
subsequently Dr. E. Rowland Fothergill was elected 
Honorary Treasurer. 

Report of Medico- Political Committee of the Division.—The 
report on various matters appearing in the SUPPLEMENTS 
for June 29th and July 6th was considered and the recom- 
mendations approved. Attention was drawn to the ab- 
sence of the annual reports of the Central Medico-Political 
and Ethical Committees, and it was resolved that the Re- 
presentative should move a special resolution on this at 
the Representative Meeting. 

ts of Finance Investigation Committee.—It was 
resolved that the Representative do move that these be 
referred to the Divisions for consideration before the 
Representatives consider the same at a Special Repre- 
sentative Meeting. 

Communications—Communications from Dr. Milner 
Moore, of Coventry, and the Honorary Secretary of the 
Macclesfield Division were read, and the Representative 
was instructed to support the respective resolutions they 
were bringing before the Representative Meeting. 

Representatives’ Meetings.—It was resolved that power be 
given to the Chairman, Honorary Secretary, and Represen- 
tative at Representatives’ Meetings, to act as a Committee 
on all other subjects requiring immediate decision which 
are to be before the Representatives’ Meeting, to take 
what action they consider desirable, and to report to the 
next meeting. 

Hospital Committee—Dr. M. G. Bieas, as Chairman, 
reported the result of negotiations with the Board of the 
Bolingbroke Hospital, and stated that all the suggestions 
submitted had been accepted. It was resolved that a 
summary of the result of the negotiations be circulated 
with the agenda for the September meeting, this summary 
being. prepared by the Hospital Committee. Correspon- 
dence with the Board of the proposed Wimbledon Hos- 
pital was read, and it was resolved that Dr. George Walker 
be the Representative of the Division on that Board, and 
that he be asked to report to each meeting of the 
Executive Committee. 

Vote of Thanks.——A vote of thanks to the Chairman 
closed the meeting. 


OXFORD AND READING BRANCH. 
THE annual meeting of this Branch was held on July 19th 
at the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, at 3.30 p.m. 

Discussion.—Mr. H. G. ARMSTRONG opened a discussion 
on The Case-Incidence in Seven Epidemics of Measles, 
with Notes on the Pre-eruptive Stage. He introduced a 
series of most instructive diagrams, and his remarks led 
to an animated discussion. 

Cases—Mr. H. P. Symonps showed a case of con- 
genital specific disease of the knee joint. Mr. H. 
GILForD showed a case of osteitis deformans. Dr. WYLIE 
showed a case of universal tuberculous syphilide in a 
man; many of the lesions were of a rupial nature. It 
was only six months from the date of the primary infec- 
tion. Dr. W. T. FREEMAN showed a case of permanent 
alopecia produced by an z-ray burn four years previously. 
Mr. Rankine showed, for Dr. FREEMAN, @ case of marked 
general lymphatic enlargement in a young man. The 
case had the appearance of early Hodgkin’s disease. 
There was an indefinite history of syphilis. Beneath the 
prepuce was a large, crop of gonorrhoeal warts. Dr. 
Marriott showed a case of primary lateral sclerosis in a 
young man. Other cases were exhibited in a side room, 
including two cases of xanthoma tuberculatum by Dr. 
Matiam. Professor Oster, Dr. Cottier, Dr. Duican, 
Dr. Neiz, and Mr. H. P. Symonps joined in the various 
discussions. 
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Demonstration.—Dr. Gipson demonstrated some patho- 
logical specimens, and Dr. Sankey showed skiagrams. 

The Central Council_—Dr. CoLuieR proposed, and Dr. 
HoLpEN seconded : 


1, That the members of the Oxford and Reading Branch 
consider that the Council of the British Medical Asso- 
ciation should retain effective control over the affairs of 
the Association. 

2, The members of the Oxford and Reading Branch consider 
that the Council of the British Medical Association 
— retain control over the finances of the Asso- 
ciation. 


Both resolutions were carried unanimously after some 

expressions of dissent from Dr. YELF. 
Dinner.—Twenty-two members, with the President in 

the chair, subsequently dined together at Exeter College. 





SOUTH-EASTERN OF IRELAND BRANCH. 
A MEETING of this Branch was held in the Club House, 
Carlow, on July 3rd, J. V. Ryan, M.B., President of the 
Branch, in the chair. 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of last meeting 
were read and confirmed. 

Apologies for Non-attendance.—Letters of apology were 
read from Drs. Quirke (Honorary Secretary), Shee, and 
Laffan. 

Iocum Tenent.—It was proposed by Dr. H. Kipp and 
seconded by Dr. McDonatp that the resolutions re 
appointment of locum tenent passed at the Clonmel 
meeting be published in the press. 

Correspondence.—A letter from Dr. Laffan re medical 
parliamentary candidate was postponed for larger 
a'tendance, i 

Medical Defence.—It was proposed by Dr. McDonatp 
and seconded by Dr. T. Krpp: 


That this meeting of the South-Eastern of Ireland Branch is 
of opinion that the British Medical Association should 
become a medical defence association. 


Discussion.—There followed a discussion on Irish 
cholera. Dr. H. Kipp recommended pulv. rhei co. as 
specific; pil. plumb. ¢ opio in dispensary cases. 








M& To ensure the insertion of notices in this column, they 
must be received at the Central Offices of the Association 
not later than the first post on Tuesday. 


Association Motices. 

THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE. 
Owine to the rebuilding of the Association premises in 
the Strand the Library is closed, but at the Temporary 
Offices of the Association, 6, Catherine Street, Strand 
(adjoining Drury Lane Theatre), a Reading and Writing 
Room is provided. The Room will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., except on Saturdays, when it will be closed at 
2 p.m. 





BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


SOUTHERN BRANCH.—Notice is hereby given that during the 
month of August next the Branch will proceed to elect a 
member to fill the vacancy on the Central Council of the 
Association caused by the death of Dr. Joseph Groves. Can- 
didates who have been nominated each by a Division or by 
not less than three electors must please send their application 
to me on or before August 10th next.—H. J. MANNING, 
Honorary Secretary, Laverstock House, Salisbury. 


SOUTH-EASTERN OF IRELAND BRANCH —A meeting of this 
Branch will be held at New Roos on August 7th, at 4.50 p.m. 
Agenda: (1) Minutes. (2) Dr. Laffan’s motion re Medical 
Parliamentary Candidate referred (3) Any other business.— 
J. QUIRKE, Honorary Secretary, Piltown, co. Kilkenny, 








CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD. 


A MEETING of the Central Midwives ,Board was held at 
Caxton House, Westminster, on July 25th, with Dr, F. H, 
CHAMPNEYS in the chair, 


Conviction for Using Description Implying Midwifery 
Qualification. 

A letter from the Solicitor to the London County Council 
was read reporting the conviction of Mrs. Ita Feldmann 
for unJawfully using a description implying that she wag 
specially qualified to practise midwifery. 


Notification of Births Bill. 

A letter from the Clerk of the Council was received 
stating that the proposed amendment of Clause 2 (4) of 
the Notification of Births Bill did not commend itself to 
the Lord President. 


Ignorance of the Rules. 

A letter was considered from Dr. R. P. Ranken Lyle ag 
to ignorance of the rules shown by candidates at the 
recent examination in Newcastle, and inquiring whether 
examiners should reject candidates on this ground alone, 
The Board decided that Dr. Lyle be informed that as 
candidates were bound to know the rules (Rule (, 
4 (i), it was the duty of the examiners to ascertain that 
they did. Further, the Secretary was directed to call the 
attention of the training schools involved to the necessity 
of adequately instructing their pupils in the rules, ag 
required by Rule C, 4 (i). 


Doctors sent for in Emergency Cases. 

A letter was received from Dr. Buchan, Medical Officer 
of Health, St. Helens, forwarding a copy of a scheme 
adopted by the local supervising authority for the pay- 
ment of medical practitioners sent for in cases of 
emergency to assist midwives. The Board decided that 
Dr. Buchan be thanked for the care and trouble he had 
taken in compiling the scheme, which it was hoped might 
lead to the difficulty being similarly dealt with in other 
places. A letter was read froma midwife as to the refusal 
of a parish doctor to attend when sent for in a case of 
emergency. The Board decided that the midwife be 
informed that a midwife has discharged her responsibility 
in advising that medical assistance be sent for, and that 
when the patient is unable to pay a doctor’s fee she should 
send direct to the District Medical Officer. 


Pabal and Military Appointments, 


ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE. 

FLEET SURGEON C. W. BUCHANAN-HAMILTON has been placed on the 
retired list, with the rank of Deputy Inspector-General, July 27th. 
Appointed Surgeon, Juve 4th, 1878, he was made Staff Surgeon on 
June 4th, 1890, and Fleet Surgeon, July 15th, 1894. He served 
throughout the Egyptian war in 1882 in the Beacon, being present at 
the bombardment of Alexandria, the seizure of the Suez Canal, the 
occupation of Port Said, Suez, and Ismailia, the surrender of the 
Aboukir, Damietta, and Ghimileh Forts, and until the end of the war 
(medal with clasp and Khedive’s bronze star) ; was Surgeon with the 
Royal Marine Battalion in the Soudan expedition, 1884; of the Royal 
Victoria Hospital and of H.M. Sphinz, at Suakin, until the close of 
the campaign (clasp) ; Surgeon of Naval Brigade in the Burmese war, 
1885, and attached to the Burmah Field Force in the advance to 
Upper Burmah andinthe Indian Marine ship ~~ and was at the 
—— of Mandalay and deposition of King Thebaw (medal with 
clasp). 

The following appointments have been made at the Admiralty : 
JOHN MENARY, M.D., Fleet Surgeon, to the President, additional. for 
three months’ course at West London Hospital, July 25th ; SHELDON F. 
DUDLEY, Surgeon. to the Queen, July 22nd ; OSWALD MILLS, Surgeon, 
to the Donegal, July 22nd; Nokt H. HARRIS, Surgeon, to the Defiance, 
July 22nd: ROBERT J. MACKEOWN, M.B., to the Thetis, on recom- 
missioning, August lst; MICHAEL J. LAFFAN, M.B., Surgeon, to 
Chatham Hospital, Julv 26th ; GEORGE D. WALSH, Surgeon, to the 
Wildfire, additional, to be lent to the Speedwell, July 26th. 

W. DRAKE, civil practitioner, has been appointed Surgeon and 
Agent at Harwich, July 25th; and C. P. RUEL, to be Surgeon and 
Agent at Southsea, July 29th. 








ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL C. R. Woops, M.D., retires on retired pay, 
July 27th. He was appointed Surgeon, July 31st, 1880: Surgeon-Major, 
July 3lst, 1892; and Lieutenant-: olonel, July 31st, 1900 He served 
with the British Field Hospital during the Manipore expedition in 
1891, receiving a medal with clasp. 

Major C. E. P. FowLEr, Assistant Professor of Hygiene at the Royal 
Sa College, has been appointed for special duty at 
ibraltar. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 
THE retirement from the Service of Lieutenant-Colonel H. M. MORRIS, 
which has been already announced in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, 
has received the approval of the King. 
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ROYAL GARRISON ARTILLERY (VOLUNTEERS). LANCASTER ROYAL INFIRMARY.—House-Surgeon. Salary, £100 
SURGEON-LIEUTENANT-COLONEL R. R. BROwN, Ist Kent Regiment, is per annum. 
LIVERPOOL DISPENSARIES.—Assistant Surgeon, Salary, £100 per 


ted the honorary rank of Surgeon-Colonel, July 1st. f 
oTTHOMAS J. FAULDER to be Surgeon-Lieutenant in the 3rd Middlesex 


Regiment, July 9th. 





ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS (VOLUNTEERS). 
LIEUTENANT D Roriz, M.B, Aberdeen Companies, Scottish Com- 
mand, to be Captain, June 12th. 


Bital Statistics. 


HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. 

In seventy-six of the largest English towns, including London, 8,067 
births and 3,665 deaths were registered during the week ending 
Saturday last, July 27th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, 
which had been 12.5, 12,3, and 12.4 per 1,000 in the three preceding 
weeks, declined last week to 119 per 1,000. The rates in the several 
towns ranged from 1.2 in Hornsey, 4.9 in Northampton, 50 in East 
Ham, 5.8in Walthamstow, 6.0 in Leyton, and 6.2 in West Hartlepool, 
to 16.9in St. Helens, 170 in Sunderland 17.1 in Bootle, 173 in Walsall, 
18.4 in Rochdale, 19.4 in Hanley, and 19.7 ia Great Yarmouth. In 
Lo ndon the rate of mortality was 12.1 per 1,000, while it averaged 11.9 
in the seventy-five other large towns. The death-rate from the 
principal infectious diseases averaged 1.3 per 1,000 in the seventy- 
six towns; in London this death-rate was equal to 1.4 per 
1,000, while among the seventy-five other large towns the death- 
rates from the principal infectious diseases ranged upwards to 3.5 in 
Wigan, 3.6 in Preston, 3.7in Grimsby, in Derby, and in Gateshead, 4.3 
in Walsall, and 4.4 in Cardiff. Measles caused a death-rate of 12 in 
Blackburn, 1.7 in Gateshead, 1.8 in South Shields, 27 in Walsall, 29 in 
Derby, and 3.1 in Cardiff; scarlet fever of 1.5 in Grimsby ; diphtheria 
of 1.2in Wigan ; whooping-cough of 1.1 in St. Helens and in Cardiff, 
1.2 in Gateshead, 1.4 in Ipswich, 1.8 in Wigan and in Preston, 2.0 in 
Great Yarmouth, and 22 in Grimsby ; and diarrhoea of 1.1 in Walsall 
and in Bolton, 1.2 in Rhondda, and 1.3 in Devonport. The mortality 
from “fever” showed no marked excess in any of the large towns, 
and no death from small-pox was registered during the week. The 
number of scarlet fever patients under treatment in the Metropolitan 
Asylums Hospitals and the London Fever Hospital, which had been 
3,193, 3,276, and 3,386 at the end of the three preceding weeks, had 
further risen to 3586 at the end of last week ; 557 new cases were 
admittted during the week, against 604, 493, and 569 in the three 
preceding weeks. 











HEALTH OF SCOTTISH TOWNS. , 
DuRING the week ending Saturday last, July 27th, 926 births and 
474 deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scottish towns. 
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 13.7 and 
14.9 per 1,000 in the two previous weeks, declined again last week to 
13.6 per 1,000, but was 1.7 per 1,000 above the mean rate during the 
same period in the seventy-six large English towns. Among these 
Scottish towns the death-rate ranged from 90 in Perth and 93 in 
Aberdeen to 15.3 in Paisley and 158 in Edinburgh. The death-rate 
from the principal infectious diseases averaged 1.9 per 1,080, the 
highest rates being recorded in Edinburgh and Leith. The 235 deaths 
registered in Glasgow included 4 which were referred to measles. 2 to 
scarlet fever, 2 to diphtheria, 13 to or 4 to diarrhoea, 
and? to cerebro-spinal meningitis. Eight fatal cases of whooping- 
cough, 2 of diarrhoea, and of cerebro-spinal meningitis were 
recorded in Edinburgh ; 3 of whooping-cough and 3 of diarrhoea in 
aoe and 2 of whooping-cough in Paisley, in Leith, and in 
reenock. 








Pacancies and Appointments. 


This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertisement columns, where 
full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this column, advertise- 
ments must be received not later than the first post on Wednesday 
morning. 





VACANCIES, 


BARROW-IN-FURNESS: NORTH LONSDALE HOSPITAL.—House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £100 per annum. 

BATH: BAILBROOK HOUSE.—Medical Superintendent. 
£450 per annum. 

BIRMINGHAM: QUEEN’S HOSPITAL.—House Surgeon and OQOb- 
stetric and Ophthalmic House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate of 

per annum. 

BRIDZNORTH AND SOUTH SHROPSHIRE INFIRMARY.—House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £100 per annum. 

BRIGHTON, HOVE, AND PRESTON DISPENSARY.—House-Sur- 
geon. Salary, £160 per annum. 

CAIRO: EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT.—Resident Medical Officer. 
Salary, £250 per annum. 

CARMARTHENSHIRE INFIRMARY.—Resident Medical Ofticer. 
Salary, £100 per annum. 

DEVONPORT: ROYAL ALBERT HOSPITAL.— Resident Medical 
Officer. Salary, £100 per annum. 

EDINBURGH: CRAIGLOCKHART POORHOUSE AND HOSPITAL. 
—Medical Officer. Salary at the rate of £106 6s. per annum. 

EGYPTIAN MINISTRY OF EDUCATION.—Assistant to the Pro- 
fessor of Pathology. Salary, £E320 per annum. 

EGYPTIAN PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.—Sub-inspector of 
Ophthalmic Hospitals. 

ESSEX AND COLCHESTER GENERAL HOSPITAL —House- 
Physician. Salary, £80 per annum. 

GREENWICH : DREADNOUGHT HOSPITAL.—Pathologist. Salary, 
£100 per annum. 

HUDDERSFIELD INFIRMARY.—Male House-Surgeon. Salary, £100 
perannum. 

HULL ROYAL INFIRMARY.—Casualty House-Surgeon. Salary, 
250 per annum. 


Salary, 





anoum. 

LIVERPOOL: ROYAL SOUTHERN HOSPITAL.—Resident Patho- 
logist and Registrar. Salary, £100 per annum. 

MANCHESTER : ANCOATS HOSPITAL.—Resident House-Physician. 

MANCHESTER: MONSALL FEVER HOSPITAL.—Fourth Medical 
Assistant. Salary, £100 per annum. 

NEWPORT ANU MONMOUTHSHIRE HOSPITAL.—Secretary and 
Superintendent. Salary, £200 per annum. 

NORTHAMPTON CORPORA‘ION. — Medical Officer of Health. 
Salary, £400 per annum. 

NORTHAMPTuON GENERAL HOSPITAL.—Assistant House-Surgeon. 
Salary, £60 per anpum. 

NORTH-EASTERN HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN, Hackney, N.E.— 
House-Physician. Salary at the rate of £60 per annum. 

NORWICH: NORFOLK AND NORWICH HOSPITAL.—House- 
Surgeon (Male). Salary, £80 per annum. 

PAISLEY INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL.—Assistant Medical 
Officer. Salary, £100 per annum. 

PLYMOUTH: SOUTH DEVOM AND EAST CORNWALL HOSPITAL. 
—House-Physician. Salary, £50. 

ROTHERHAM HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY.—Assistant House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £80 per annum. 

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH. — Demonstrator of 
Comparative Pathology and Bacteriology. 

ROYAL SOUTH HANTS AND SOUTHAMPTON HOS PITAL.—House- 
Physician. Salary, £100 per annum. 

SALFORD ROYAL HOSPITAL.—Junior House-Surgeon. 
the rate of £50 per annum. 

SOUTHPORT INFIRMARY.—(1) Resident Senior House-Surgeon ; 


Salary at 


(2) Junior House and Visiting Surgeon. Salary, £90 and per 
annum respectively. 

STOCKPORT INFIRMARY.—(1) House-Surgeon. (2) Assistant House 
ee Surgeon. Salary, £100 and £80 per annum respec- 
ively. 

TEIGNMOUTH HOSPITAL. — House-Surgeon. Salary, £70 per 
annum. 


WHITEHAVEN AND WEST CUMBERLAND INFIRMARY.—Resident 
House-Surgeon. Salary, £120 per annum. 

ZANZIBAR GOVERNMENT.—Bacteriologist. £2300 per 
annum, rising to £400. 


CERTIFYING FACTORY SURGEON.—The Chief Inspector of 
pret od announces a vacancy at Market Harborough (co. 
eicester). 


Salary, 





APPOINTMENTS. 


BENNET'T, T., M.B., Ch.B.Glasg., Medical Officer of the Workhouse of 
the Knaresborough Union. 
CoaTEs, F. A., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., District and Workhouse 
Medical Officer of the Whitchurch Union. 
COLLIE, R. J., M.D.Aberd., Medical Referee under the Workmen’s 
oy gaeammaaa Act, 1906, to be attached to County Court Circuit 
0. 43. 


Dickins, 8. J. O., M.D.Brux., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., District 
Medical Officer of the Cuckfield Union. 

Drury, A. E., L.R.C.P. and 8.Edin., District Medical Officer of the 
Wells Union. 

Fioop, F. G., M.RC.S., L.R.C.P., District Medical Officer of the 
Loughborough Union. 

FRITH, Walter S., M.B., B.C.Cantab., Honorary Anaesthetist to the 
Prince of Wales’s General Hospital, Tottenham. 

GutcH, J., M.A.Cantab., B A., M.D., B.C., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., 
Medical Officer, St. John’s Home, Ipswich Union. 

HAWKSLEY, W. L., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H. (Liverpool), Assistant Medical 
Officer, New City Hospital for Infectious Disease, Fazakerley, 
Liverpool. 

KELLY, T. Gordon, B.A., M.D.Dub., D.P.H.Oxon., Medical Referee 
under Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906, for County Court 
Circuit No. 20, comprising Leicester, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Market 
Harborough, Market Bosworth, Hinckley, and Melton Mowbray 
County Courts. 

LARKING, Arthur E., M.D., D.P.H., Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator to the First District of the Buckingham Union. 

LEIGHTON, T. P., M.B., Ch.B.Vict., District Medical Officer of the 
Chorley Union. 

McDouGatL, J. W., M.B., Ch.B.Glasg., L.8.A., District Medical 
Officer, Bolton Union. 

MacMyn, J., M.D.Edin., 
Kirkcudbright District. 

_——- J. R., M.D.Edin., District Medical Officer of the Boston 

nion. 

PavuL, V.G. J., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., Certifying Factory Surgeon 
for the Harwich District, co. Essex. 

PEARSON, Allan Campbell, M.B., B,C.Cantab., D P.H.Camb., 
M.R.C 8,Eng., L.R.C.P.Lond., Deputy Medical Officer in Charge, 
H.M. Prison, Borstal. 

PROSSER, James G., MRCS, LRC.P.Lond., Certifying Factory 
Surgeon for the Penarth District, co. Glamorgan. 


Certifying Factory Surgeon for the 


.ROBERTS, R W., L.R.C.P. and 8.Edin.. Medical Officer to the Shipping 


—- at Port Talbot, Workmen’s Compensation Act, 

ROBERTS, P. M., M.B., B.S.Lond., Junior Assistant Medical Officer at 
the Parish of Fulham Infirmary. 

Ruspy, E. L. M., M.B.Lond, M.R.C.8., L.R.C.P.Lond., District 
Medical Officer, Lambeth Parish. 

Scott, W. J.. L.RC.P.andS8.Irel., District Medical Officer of the 
Cuckfield Union. 

SUTHERLAND, D. P., M.B., B8.Lond., Assistant Medical Officer of 
Workhouse, Bolton Union. 

THOMAS, J. H., L.R.C.P.Edin., M.R.C.8.Eng., District and Workhouse 
Medical Officer of the Market Harborough Union. 
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OALENDAR. 


[Avc. 3, 1907. 








TOMLIN, a M.B., Ch.B.Vict., District Medical Officer of the Mansfield 
Union 


Youna, B. “M., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., District Medical Officer of 
the Cuckfleld Union. 





BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


The charge for inserting advertisements of Births, Marriages, and Deaths is 
8s. 6d., which swm should be forwarded in post-office orders or stamps 
with the notice not later than Wednesday morning, in order to ensure 
insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTHS. 


Eccites.—On July 29th, at 124, Harley Street, W., the wife of 
W. McAdam Eccles, M.8., F.R.C.8., of a son. 
Ps On July 24th, at 5, Ferndale Avenue, Wallsend-on-Tyne, 
the wife of G. Herbert Spencer, M.R.C.S., L:R.C.P., of a 
daughter. 


MARRIAGES, 


KINNEAR—ATKINS.—On July 25th, at 8t. John’s Church, Angell Town, 
8.W., by the Rev. J. Jenkins, Forbes Kinnear, of Royton Hall, 
Royton, Lancashire, to Ethel’ oe fourth daughter of James 

Yeo atkins, of 24, Overton Road, 8.W 

McLAREN—EVERETT.—At St. Bride’s Episcopal Church, Kelvinside, 
Glasgow, peti July 30th, by the v. T. Youngh lughes, B.A, 
assis he Rev. G. Robinson, B.A., John McLarea, Glasgow, 
» Maud se Everett, L.&.C.P. and 8. Ed., second daughter of 

R. Lacey Everett, Esq., M. P., Rushmere, near Ipswich. Athome, 
Rushmere, during August. 

TAYLOR—WRENFORD.—On July 27th, at Holy Trinity, Sloane Street, 
by the Rev. Hugh Wrenford, assistant priest, St. Paul’s, Swindon, 
brother of the bride, assisted by the Rev. H Gamble, the rector, 
Martin Bramly Ta wig M.R.C.S., L.&.C.P., of Hemsworth, York- 
shire, elder son of W a Taylor, J. P., M.RGS..MS. A., of 
The Birches. Weybridge Common, surrey (late of Denmark 
Hill), to Mildred May, youngest daughter of the late Rev. W. H. 
Wrenford, vicar, of Shaldone South Devon. 





BOOKS, Erto., RECEIVED. 





The Mobor Symptoms of Hysteria. By P.Janet,M.D. 1907. New 
York : The Macmillan Company. 
Oxford Medical Publications. London: H. Frowde, and Hodder 
and Stoughton. 1907: 
Prostatic Enlargement. By C. 8. Wallace, M.B., B.8., F.R.C.8. 
Bacteriology. By L.S. Dudgeon, M.RC.P. 12s. 6d. 
Diseases of the Male Generative Organs. By E.M. Corner, M.A., 
, D.Sc., M.C., F.R.C.8. 5s. 

A System of Medicine Edited by William Osler, M.D., F.R.8., 
assisted by Thomas McCrae, M.D, F.R.C P.Lond. Vol. I. 24s, 
Essentials of Milk Hygiene. By C. O. Jenson. Translated by 
i anes. Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott Co. 

8 


The Principles and Practice of Dermatology. By W. A. Pusey, A.M., 
M.D. London: 8. Appleton. 1907. 25s. 





Die Lésung des Problems der Urasugene (Archigonia, Generatio- 
spontanea). Von M. Kuckuck. Leipzig: J. A. Barth. 1907. M.3, 

Die asthenische Konstitutionskrankheit (Asthenia universalis con- 
+ _ ae os Von Prof. Dr. B. Stiller. Stuttgart: 

nke. 

Healthy Boyhood. - ‘AL Trewby, M.A. London: Fenton House, 
Hampstead Heath. 1s. 6d. 

— Instruments in Greek and Roman Times. By J.S. Milne, 

,»M.D.Aberd. Oxford: The Clarendon Press. 1907. 14s, 

The City” of Worcester Official Handbook. Worcester : The Worcester 
Press. 6d. 

A Textbook of Practical Therapeutics. By H. A. Hare, M.D., B.Sc. 
—] Edition. London: H. Kimpton; Glasgow: A. Stenhouse, 

. als. 

London : The Sanitary Publishing Company, 1907: 

Modern Drainage Ins sper and Sanitary Surveys. By G. J. G. 
Jensen, C.E. Secondedition. 2s. 6d. 

Ventilation, Heating, and Lighting. By W. H. Maxwell, A.M.I.C.E. 
Second edition. 3s. 

The ryt ie Medical Journal. Edited b Pe Thomson, M.D, 
F.R.C 8.Ed., and H. Littlejohn, M.B., F.R.C.8.Ed. New Series. 
Vol. xxi. Edinburgh and London : Young J. Pentland. 1907. 

London: J. and A. Churchill; Berlin: Dr. W. Rothschild; and 

Paris : Boyveau and Chevillet. 1907: 

The Medical Translator. Edited by P. Blaschke. 1st Part. A 
Dictionary of Medical Conversation. English-German. 4s 

Blaschke’s Dolmetscher am Krankenhette. Abteilung I. Medi- 
zinisches Konversationbuch. Deutsch-Englisch. 4s. 

Blaschke’s Dolmetscher am Krankenbette. Abteilung II. Medi- 
zinisches Worterbuch in Deutscher, Franzésischer, Englischer. 


8s. 

Klinische Diagnostik innerer Krankheiten mittels bakterio- 
logischer, chemischer und mikroscopischer Untersuchungs- 
methoden. Von br. R. v. Jacksch. Sechste ee Berlin 
and Wien: Urban und Schwarzenberg 1907. M18. 

— H. Frowde, Oxford University Press. The World’s Classics. 
om ls. : 

CIX. The Poems of G. Herbert. 

CXXVII. A New Spirit of the Age. Edited by R. H. Horne. 

CXXXIV._ Aristophanes’ Four Plays Translated into English 
Verse. By J. H. Frere. 

Bilharziosis. By F. C. Madden, M.D., F.R.C.S. London: Cassell 
and Co, Limited. 1907. 3s. 6d. 

London : The Health Resorts Association, 1907: 

Harwich and Dovercourt, Falmouth and “oo emu Edited by 
G. W. May. Free on application to Town Clerk 
mee: J. Wright and Co. ; and London: Simpkin ‘and Co., Limited, 


A Pharmacopoeia oe * temas of the Skin. Edited by J. Startin. 
Sixth edition. 2s.6 
= Ege Use of iia: and the Decentring of Senses. By 
E. Maddox, M.D., F.R.C.S.Edin. Fifth edition. 5s. 6d. 
Peart: Clinics: A Quarterly. Edited by W. T. Longcope 
M.D. Vol. ii. Seventeenth series. 1907. Philadelphia an 
London: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1907. 
Praktikum der gerichtlichen Medizin. Von Dr. H. Marx. Berlin: 
A. Hirschwald. 1907. M. 3.60 
*,.* In forwarding books the ublishers are requested “o state the 
selling price. 








CALENDAR OF THE ASSOCIATION. 














= ———_ 
Date. Meetings to be Held. Date. Meetings to be Held. 
AUGUST. AUGUST (Continued). 
3 SATURDAY... 19 MONDAY ... 
4 Sunday - 20 TUESDAY ... 
5 MONDAY . 21 WEDNESDAY 
6 TUESDAY .. 22 THURSDAY... 
7 WEDNESD ay { a oe ~seay y noel BrakcuH, | 22 FRIDAY ... 
8 THURSDAY... 24 SATURDAY... 
9 FRIDAY eco 25 Sunday sees 


10 SATURDAY... 


11 Sunday eco 
12 MONDAY eee 


‘13 TUESDAY ... 


14 WEDNESDAY 
15 THURSDAY... 
16 FRIDAY... 
17 SATURDAY... 


18 Sunday ove 





26 MONDAY . 
27 TUESDAY ... 
28 WEDNESDAY 
29 THURSDAY... 
30 FRIDAY _.. 
31 SATURDAY... 


ao ~ SEPTEMBER. 


2 MONDAY .. 
3 TUESDAY ... 
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